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R. 
o R. In the sfgnatures of royal persons. 

"R." is an abbreviati!>D for "1'W" (king) or 
"regina" (queen.) 

R. G. An abbreviation for R egula (len
P eralis. a general rule or order of courL~ or 

for the plural of the same. 

Q 

R. L. This :lbbreviation may stand either 
for "Revised Laws" or "Roman law." 

R. S. An abbreylation for l< Revised Stat
utes." 

RACE. A tribe, people, or nation, be
longing or supposed to belong to the same 

R atock or lineage. .. Uace, color, or previous 
condition of servitude." Const. U. S., Am . 
XV. 

RACE-WAY. An artificial canal dug in 
tho earth; a clulllnel cut in the ground. 26 
Minn. 17, 1 N. W. Rep. 48. The channel 
for the current that drives a water-Wheel. 
Weuster. 

RACHAT. In French law. The right 
of repurcbase which, in English and Amer
ican law, the vendor may reservo to himself. 
It is also called "remere." Brown. 

RACHATER. L . Fr. To redeem; to 
repurchase, lor buy back.) Kelham. 

RACHETUM. In Scotch Ia w. Ransom; 
~orresponding to Saxon "weregild." a pecun
iary composition for an offense. Skene; 
Jacob. 

RAClliMBURGII. In tlie legal polity 
of the Salians and Ripmtrians and other Ger· 
manic peoples, this name was given to the 
judges or assessors who sat with thecountin 
bis mallum, (court.) and were generally as
sociated with him in other matters. Spelman. 

RACK. An engine of torture anciently 
uBed in Lhe inquisitorial method of examin
ing persons charged with crime, the otlice of 
which was to break the limbs or dislocate the 
joints. 

RACK-RENT. A rent of the full value 
ot the tenement, or near it. 2 ill. Comm. 43. 

RACK-VINTAGE. Wines drawn from 
the lees. Cowell. 

RADICALS. A political party. The 
term arose in England, in 1818, when the 
pOl)lJlar leaders, llunt. Cartwright, and oth· 

erst songht to obtain a radical reform In thl" 
representative system of parliament. Boling
broke (Disc. l:lm·ties. L~t. 18) employs U.J6 
term in its present accepted sense: "Such a 
remedy might have wrought a radical cure 
of the evil that threatens our constitution." 
etc. 'Vharton. 

RADOUB. In French law. A term in
cluding the repairs made to a ship. nnd a 
fresh supply of furnit.ure and victuals, muni
tions, and other provisions required for the 
voyage. 3 Pard. Droit Com mer. § 602. 

RAFFLE. A kind of lottery in which 
several persons pay, in shares. the value of 
something put up as a stake. and then deter
mine by chance (as by casting dice) which 
one of them shall become the 801e possessor of 
it. Webster . 

A raffle may be described as a species of 
"adventure or hazard," but is held not to be 
a lottery. 2 Jilill, Const. 130. 

RAGE MAN. A statute, 80 called. of 
j l1stices assigned by Ed ward I. and his coun· 
cil, to go a circuit through all England. and 
to hear and detel'wine all complaints of in
juries done within Ove years next before 
MichaeJmas. in the fourth year of his reign. 
Spelman. 

Also a rule, form, regimen, or precedent. 

RAGMAN'S ROLL, or RAGI· 
MUND'S ROLL. A roll, caIled from ODe 

Ragi muDd. or RagimoDt. a legate in Scot
land, who, summoning all the beneficed cler
gymen in that kingdom, caust!d them on oath 
Lo gh'c in the true valul.' of their btmefices, 
acconJing to which they were afterwards 
taxed by the court of Rowe. W Ilarton. 

RAILROAD. A road or wayan which 
iron or steel rails are laid for wheels to run 
on, for the conveyctllce of heavy loads in 
cars or carriages propelled by steam or other 
moti ve power. 

Whether 01' not this term includes roads 
operated by horse·power, electriCity, cable
liJ,les, etc .• will generally depend upon the 
contex~ of the statute in whicb it is found. 
The decisions 011 this point are at variance. 

RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS. A 
body of three comm issiollers appo~llted under 
tll tl EngUsh ft'gnlaLion of rail ways act, 1878. 
principally to enforce the provisions of tll~ 
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railway and canal traffic act, 1854, by com
pelling railway and canal companies to give 
reasonable facilities for traffic, to abstain 
from gi ving unreasonable prererence to any 
company or person, and to forward through 
traffic at tl1rough rates. They also have the 
supervision of worldng agreements between 
eornpanies. Sweet. 

RAISE. To create. A u.. may be 
mised; t. e., a 'Use may be created. Also to 
infe%': to create or bring to light by construc
tion or interpretation. 

RAISE A PRESUMPTION. To give 
occasion or grollnd for a presumption; to be 
of slIch a character" or to be attended with 
luch circl1mstances. as to justify an infer
ence or presumption of law. Thus, a per_ 
son's silence. in some instances. will "raise 
a presumption I) of his consent to what is 
dODe. 

RAISE AN ISSTJE. To bring plead· 
fngs to an issue; to have the effect of produc
ing an issue between the parties pleading in 
an action. 

RAISE REVENUE. To levy. tax. as 
R menr:" o[ collecting revenue; to bring to· 
gether, collect, or levy revenue. The phrase 
does not imply an increase of revenue. 58 
Ala. 557. 

RAISING A PROMISE. By this phrase 
is lUE'clDt the act of thfl law in extracLing 
from the bcts and circumstances of a par
ticui1u' transaction a promise which was im
l'licit therein, and postulating it as a ground 
of le~al liability. 

RAISING A USE. Creating. establish
ing, or calling into existence a use. Thus, if 
a man conveyed land to another in fee, wiLh. 
out any consideration. eqllity would presume 
that he Dleant it to be to the use of himself, 
and would therefore raise an implied use for 
his benefit. Brown. 

RAISIN G AN ACTION, in Scotland, is 
the institution of an action or suit. 

RAISING MONEY. To mise money is 
to realize money by subscriptIOn, loan. or 
otherwise. 

RAISING PORTIONS. Wben a landed 
estate is settled on an eldest son, it is gener
ally burdened wItb tbe payment of specific 
sums of money in favor of his iJrothers aud 
sisters. A direction to this effect is called a 
direction for "raising portions f6r younger 
children;" and, for this purpo:se, it is usual 
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to demise or lease tlle estate to trustees for a 
term of years. upon trust to raise the rew 

quired portions by a sale or mortgage of the 
same. Moziey & Whitley. 

RAN. Sax. In Saxon and old English 
law. Open theft. or robbery. 

RANGE. In the government survey of 
the United States, this term is used to de
note on~ of tbe divisions of a state. and des. 
ignates a row or tier of townships as they ap · 
pear on the map. 

RANGER. In forest law. .A sworn 
officer of the forest. whose office chiefly con
sists in three points: To wldk daily through 
his Charge to see, hear. and inquire as well 
of trespasses as trespassers in his baili wick; 
to drive the beasts of tiLe forest. both of 
venery and chace. out of the deafi'orested into 
the forested landsj and to present all tres
passers of the forest at the next cour ts holden 
for the forest. Cowell. 

RANK. n. The order or place in which 
certain officers are placed in the army and 
navy, in I'ela.tion to aLbers. 

RANK. adj. In English law. Excess
ive; too large in amount; as a rank modU3. 
2 ill. COllllll. 30. 

RANK MODUS. One that is too large. 
Rankness is a mere rule of evidence, drawn 
from the fmprobabiJity of the fact, rather 
than a rule of Jaw. 2 Steph. Comm. 729. 

RANKING OF CREDITORS is the 
Scotch term for the arrangement of the prop
erty of a debtor according to the claims or 
the creditors. in consequence of the nature of 
their respecti ve secu dties. Bell. The cor
responding process in England is the mar· 
silalling of securities in a suit or action for 
redemption or foreclosure. Paterson. 

RANSOM. In internatiouallaw. The 
redemption of captured property from the 
hands or an enemy. particularly of property 
cnptured at sea. 1 Kent, Corom . 104. 

A sum paid or agreed to be paid for the re
demption of captured property. 1 Kent. 
Comm.l05. 

A "ransom, 1'1 strictly speaking, is not a recapture
of the captured property. It is rather a. pUL'chase 
of the right of the captors at the time, be it what 
it may; or, more properly, it 1s 0. relinquishment 
of all the interest and benefit which the captor» 
might acquire or consummate in the property, by 
a regular adjudication of a prize tribunal, whether 
it be an interest in rem, a lien, or a mere title to 
expenses. In this respect, there seems to be no 
difference between the case of 0. ransom 01 au en&
my or a neutral 2 Gall. 825. 
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In old English law. A 8um of money 
paid for the pardoning of some great offense. 
The distinction between ransom anu amercia· 
ment is said to be that ransom was the r~ 
aemption ot a corporal punishment, while 
amerciament was a fine or pena.lty directly 
imposed. and not in lieu of another punish. 
ment. Cowell; 4 Bl. Comm. 380. 

Ransom was also a Bum of money paid for 
p the redemption of a person from captivity or 

im pl'isonment. Thus one of the feudal "aids" 
was to ransom the lord's person if taken pris
oner. 2 RI. Comm. 63. 

Q RANSOM BILL. A contract by which 
a ctlptured vessel, in consideration of ber re
lease and of safe-coDtllict for a stipulated 

R 
course lind time, agrees to pay a cerLain sum 
I),S ransom. 

RAPE. In criminal law. The unlaw
~ul C<11'nal knowledge of a woman by a man 
forcibly and against her will. Code Ga. 
§ 4349. 

In English law. An intel'me<liate di vision 
between a sbire and a hundred; or a divis~ 
ion of a county, containing several hundreds. 
1 Bl. Corum. 116; Cowell. Apparently pecul. 
iar to the county of Sussex. 

RAPE OF THE FOREST. In old En. 
glish Jaw. Trespass committed in a forest 
by violence. Cowell. 

RAPE·REEVE. In English law. Tbe 
chief oillcer of a rape, (q • •• ) 1 Bl. Comm. 
116. 

RAPINE. In criminal law. Plunder; 
pillagei robbery. In the civil law. 1'apina 
is defined as the forcible and violent taking 
of another man's movable property witb the 
cr iminal intent to appropriate it to the rob~ 
ber's own use. A prretorian action lay for 
this offense, in wbich quadruple damages 
were recoverable. Gaius, lib. 3, § 209; lnst. 
4.2; hlackeld. Rom. Law, § 481i Heinecc. 
EleOl. § 1071. 

RAPPORT A SUCCESSION. In 
French Jaw and in Louisiana. A proceed
ing similar to hotchpot; the restoration to 
the sllccession of sucll property as the heir 
may have received by way of advancement 
from the decedent, in order that an even di
vision may be made among all the co-heirs. 
Ci v il Code La. art. 1305. 

RAPTOR. In old English Jaw. A rav~ 
Isher. Fleta lib. 2, c. 52, § 12. 

RAPTU HlEREDIS. In old English 
law , A writ for taking away an heir hold-

lng In 8ocage, of which there were two sorts: 
One when the heir was married; tile other 
when he was not. Reg. Orig. 163. 

RAPUIT. Lat'. In old English law. 
Ravished. A technical word in old indict. 
ment.. 2 East, 30. 

RASURE. The act of scraping. scratch~ 
ing. or shaving the surface of a written in
strument, for the purpose of removing cer
tain letters or words from it. It is to lJe dis~ 
tinguished from .. obliteration, II as the latter 
word properly denotes the crOSSing out of a 
word or letter by drawing a line through it 
with ink, But the two expressions are oiLen 
used interchangeably. See 18 Johns. 499. 

RASUS. In old English Jaw, A nlse; a 
measure of onions, containing twenty Hones, 
and each Honis twenty-five heads. J!"'leta, 
lib. 2, c. 12, § 12. 

RATABLE ESTATE. Within the 
meaning of a tax law. this term means Utax_ 
able estate;" the real and personal property 
which the legislature deSignates as .. tax. 
abl.... 55 Vt. 546. 

RATAM REM HABERE. Lat. In 
the "nvil Jaw. '£0 bold H. thing ratified; to 
ratify or confirm it. Dig. 46, 8, 12. 1. 

RATE. Proportional or .relative value. 
measure, or degree; the proportion or stand. 
ard by which quantity or value is adjusted. 
Thus, the Tau of interest is the proportion 
or ratio between the principal and interest. 
So the buUdings in a town are rated for jn~ 
surance purposes; i. fl., classified and indi~ 

vidually estimated with reference to tbeirin
aurable qualities, In this senRe also we 
speak of articles as being in "first.rate" or 
"8ecolld~rate" condition. 

Absolute measure, value, or degree. Thus, 
we speak of the rate at which public hmds 
are sold, of the 1'ates of fare upon railroads 
etc. 

The term is also lIsed as the synonym of 
"tax;!} that is. a 'sum assessed by govern
mental authority upon persons 01' property, 
by proportional valLllltion, for public pur
poses. !tis chiefly employed in this sense in 
England, but is there usually confined to 
t.axes of a local nature, or those raised by the 
pal'ish; such as the poor-rate, borough-rate, 
et.c. 

lt sometimes occurs in a connection which 
gives it a meaning synonymous with f<assess~ 
ment;" that is, the apporlionment of a tax 
among lht! whole number of persons wilo 
are responsible for it, by estimating the 
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value- ot the taxable property of each. and 
making 8 proportional distribution of the 
whole amount . Th us we speak of "rating" 
persons and property. 

RATE OF EXCHANGE. In commer
clallaw. The actual price at which a bUll 
drawn in one country upon another country, 
can be bought or obtained in tbeformer coun
try at any given tim.. StOI'Y, mils, § 31. 

RATE-TITHE . In English law. 
W hen any sheep. or other cattle. are kept in 
8 parish for less t im e than a year. the owner 
must pay tithe for thew pro ra ta. according 
to the custom of the place. Fitzh. Nat. 
Brev. 51. 

RATIFICATION. The confirmation ot 
a previous act clone either by tile party him
lelf or by another; confirmation of a voidable 
act. See Story. Ag. §§ 250, 251; 2 K.nt, 
Comm.237. 

This is where a person adopt! a contractor 
other transaction which if! not binding on 
him, because it was entered into by an 
unauthorized agent or the like. Leake, Cont. 
268. 

RATIFICATION OF TREATIES. 
See TREATY. 

RATIHABITIO. Lat. Confirmation. 
agreement, consent. approbation of a can .. 
tract. 

Ratihabitio man d a. to requiparatur. 
Ratification is equivalent to express com· 
mand. Dig, 46. 3, 12,4; Droom, Max. 867. 

RATIO. Rate; proportion; degree. Rea .. 
son, or understanding. .Also a cause. or giv· 
iog judgment therein. 

RATIO DECIDENDI. Th. ground ot 
decision. The point in a case which deter .. 
mines the judgment. 

Ratio est formalis causa consuetudi .. 
niB. Reason is the formal cause 'of custOlD. 

Ratio est legis anima; mutata legis 
ratione mutatur et lex. 7 Coke, 7. Rea-
80n is the soul of law; the reason of law be
ing changed. the la w is also changed. 

Ratio est radius divini luminis. Co. 
Litt. 232. Reason is a ray of the divine 
light. 

Ratio at auctoritas. duo clarissima 
mundi lumina. 4 lnst. 320. Reason and 
authority. the two brightest Iighta of the 
world, 

RATIO LEGIS. The reason or occasion 
ot a law; the occasion of making a law. Bl. 
Law Tracts. 3. 

Ratio legis est anima legie. Jenk. 
Cent. 45. The reason of law is the soul 01 
law. 

Ratio poteat allegari defioiente lege; 
sed ratio vera. et legalis, et non appa
rens. Co, L itt. 191. Reason may be al~ 
leged when law is defective; but it must be 
true and legal reason, and not merely appal"
ent. 

RATIONABILE ESTOVERIUM. A 
Latin phrase equivalent to "alimony." 

RATIONABILI PARTE BONORUM. 
A writ that lay for the wife against the ex~ 
ecutors of her husband, to have the third 
part of his goods aftar his just debts and 
funeral expenses had been paiu. Fitzh. Nat. 
Brev.122. 

RATIONALIBUS DIVISIS. An abol· 
ished writ which lay where two lords, in 
divers towns, had seigniories adjoining, for 
him who found his waste by little and little 
to have been encroached upon, against the 
other, who had encroached, thereby to rectify 
their bounds. Cowell. 

RATIONE IMPOTENTIlE. Lat. On 
account of inability. A ground of qualified 
property in some animals fe1'a: natura," as 
in tbe young ones, while they are unable to 
Ily or run. 2 B1. Comm. 3A. 

RATIONE MATERIlE. Lat. By r .... 
Bon of the matter involved; in consequence 
of, or from the nature of, the subject-matter. 

RATIONE PERSONlE:. Lat. Byr .... 
son ot the person concerned; from the char .. 
8cter of the person. 

RATIONE PRIVILEGII. Lat. Thi. 
term describes a species of property in wild 
animals, which consists i n the right which, 
by a peculiar franchise anciently granted by 
the EngliSh crown. by virtue of its pl'ero~a
tive, one man may have of killing and taking 
such a nit.oals Oll the land of another. 106 
E. C. L. 870. 

RATIONE SOLI. Lat. On account ot 
the soU; with reference to the soil. Said to 
be the ground of owner8hip in beca. Z Bi. 
Comm.39&. 

RATIONE TENURlE. L Lat. By.
son of tenure; as a consequence ot tenW'e.. 
3 Bl. Comm. 230. 
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N RATIONES. In old law. The pleadings 
In a suit. Rationes exe'rce1'e, or ad rationes 
stare, to plead. 

RATTENING is where the members of o R trade union cause the tools, clothes, or oth
er property of a workman to be ta.!;;;en away 
or bidden, in order to compel bim to join the 
union or cease working. It is an offense 

P 
punishable by fi ne or imprisonment. 38 & 
39 Vict. c. 86. § 7. Sweet. 

Q 

RAVISHED. In criminal practice. A 
material word in indictments for rape. 
Wbart. Crim. Law. § 401. 

RAVISHMENT. In criminal law. An 
unlawful taking of a woman, or of an heir 
in ward. Rape. 

R RAVISHMENT DE GARD. L. Fr. 
An abolished writ wlJich layfol' a guardian by 
knight's service or in socage, against a per
son who took from him the body of his ward. 
Fitzb. Nat. Brev. 140; 12 Car. II. c. ~. 

RAVISHMENT OF WARD. In En· 
glish la.w. The marringe of an infant ward 
witbout the consent of the guardian. 

RAZE. 'ro erase. 8 How. State Tr. 156. 

RAZON. InSpanislllaw. Cause. (causa.) 
Las Partidas, pt. 4, tit. 4. 1. 2. 

RE. Lat. In tht:; ""atter of; in the caseof. 
A term of frequent nse in designating judicial 
proceedings, in which there is only one party. 
Thus, "Re Vivian" signifies "In tbe matter 
of Vivian," or in "Vivian's Case." 

RE. FA. LO. The 8bbl'eviatioD of "r". 
cordari j'acias lCfQuelam," (q. c.) 

Re, verbis, scripto, consensu t tradi
tione, junctura vestes sumera pacta 
solent. Compacts usually take their cloth
ing from the thing itself, from words. from 
wnting, from consent, fl'om delivery. Plowd. 
161. 

READERS. In Lbe middle temple. those 
persons were so called who were appointt'Cl to 
deliver lectures or "readings" at certain 
periods during term. The clerks in holy 
orders who re<l(l prayers and assist in the 
performance of divine servicfl in the chapels 
of the several inns of court are also so termed. 
Brown. 

READING-IN. In English ecclesias
tical law. The title of a person admitted 
to a rectory or other benefice will be divested 
unless within two mont.hs after actual pos
sessiol'i he publicly l'eacl in the church of 

the benefice, upon some Lord's dny. and 
at the appointed tirnt:s, the morning and 
evening service, uccol'ding to the book of 
common prayer; Rnd afterwards. publicly 
before the congregation, declare his assent 
to such book ; and also puulicly read the 
thi rty-nine articles in the same church, in 
the time of common prayer. with declination 
of his assent thereto; and moreover, within 
three months after his admission, read upon 
some Lord's day in the same church, in Lila 
presence of the congregation. in the time of 
divine service, a declaration by him sub
scribed before the ordinary. of conforrnity to 
the Liturgy, together with the certificate ot 
the ordinary of its baving been 80 subscribed. 
2 Steph. Comm. (7th Ed.) 687; Wharton. 

REAFFORESTED. Where a deaITor. 
ested forest is again made a forest. 20 Car. 
II. c. 3. 

REAL. In common law. Relating to 
Zand. as distinguished from personal prop
erty. This term is Hpplied to lands. tene
ments, and hereditaments. 

In the civil law. Relating to 8 thing , 
(whether movable or imruovaLJle,) as distin
guished from a person. 

REAL ACTION. At the common law. 
Olle brought for the speCific recovery of 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments. Steph. 
PI. 3. 

Among the civilians, real adions, other
wise called II vindicat.ions, n were those in 
which a mun demanded something that \Va! 
his o' .... n. They were founded on dominion, 
or iWJ 'in reo 

The real actions of the Roman law were 
not. like the real actions of Lhecorumonlaw, 
confined to real estate, but tuey included 
personal, as well (is real, property. Whi!lton. 

REAL ASSETS. Lands or real estate 
in the hands of an beir, chm'geabJe with the 
payment of the debts of the allcestor. 2 131. 
C01Ooo.244. 302. 

REA L BURD EN. In Scotch law. 
Where a right to lands is expressly granted 
under the burden o[ a specific sum, whicll is 
declared a Lurden on the lands themselves, 
or where the right IS deehuednull if the slim 
be not paid , and where the amount of the 
sum. and the llame of the creditor in it, can 
be discovered from the records, tbe burden J8 

said to be real. Bell. 

REAL CHATTELS. Such a~ concern , 
or savor of, the realty. sLich as leasehold ea-
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tates; interests issuing out of. or annexed to, 
feal estate; such chattel interests as devolve 
after the manner of realty. 2 BI. Comm. 
386. See CHATTEL.<\, 

REAL CHYMIN L. Fr. In old En
glish law. The royal way; the king's high
way, (regia uia.) 

REAL COMPOSITION. An agreement 
made, in ElIglapd, between the owner of 
land and the in cumbent of a parish, with the 
consent of the ordinary Rnd the patron of the 
living, that the land shall for the future be 
discharged from payment of tithes. by reason 
of some land or other real recompense given 
in lieu and satisfaction thereof. But since 
the statute 13 E liz. c. 10. no real composi
tion ca.n be madA for any longer term than 
three lives or twenty-one years, and such 
compositions are now rarely beard of. 2 BI. 
Corum. 28. 

REAL CONTRACT. In the civil law. 
A contract in which the obligation arose 
from the thing (ex 1'e) itself, whicll was the 
subject ofit. Inst. 3, 14, 2; Id.3, 15. Real 
contracts wel'E~ those in which, iJesides the 
consent of the parties, the delivery of some 
thin{j was reql1ired to perfect the obligation. 
Hallifax. Civil Law, b. 2, c. 15. no. 1. 

In common law. A contract respecting 
~ ~eal property; as a lease of land for years. 

""I Coke, 22a. 

REAL C OV EN ANT A covenant 
whereby a man binds himself to pass a real 
thing. as lands or tenements; as a covenant 
to levy l\ flne. etc. Shep. Touch. 161. 

..A. covenant. the obligation of which is so 
connected with the realty that he who has 
tbe latter is either entitled to tlle benefit of 
or lialJle to perform the ctber. 2 TIl. Comm. 
304, (Coleridge" note.) 

A covenant by whjcu the covenantor binds 
his heirs. 2 BJ. Comm. 304. 

REAL ESTATE. Landed property, In
cluding all estates and interests in lands 
which are held for life or for some greater es
tate, and whether such lands be of freehold 
or copyhold tenure. \Vbarton. 

REAL-ESTATE AGENT. Anyperson 
whose business it is to sell. or offer for sale. 
real estate fol' aLbers. or to I'ent houses, 
storet:l. or other uuilllings, or r~al estate. or 
to collect rent for others. Act.July 13. IH66, 
49; 14 St . • t Large, 118. 

REAL-ESTATE BROKER. One who 
"qla.ge.s in the purchase and sale of real es-

tate as a business and occupation, and 80 
holds himself out to t.he public in that char· 
acter and capacity. 26 Pa. St. 138. 

REAL EVIDENCE. All evid,nce of 
which any object belonging to the class ot 
things is the source, pe1'SO'lUJ also included, 
in respect of such properties as belong to thpm 
in common with things. Best, Ev. 26. 

REAL INJURY. In the civil law. An 
injury arising from an unlawful act. ad dis
tinguished from a vt!rbal injnry. which was 
doue by wonZs. Hallifax. Civil1.aw. b. 2. c. 
15. nn. 3, 4. 

REAL ISSUE. An issue formed in 8 

regular manner in a regUlar suit for thl;l pUf
pose of determining an actual controversy; 
as distinguished from a fe igned issue, (q. 1:1.) 

REAL LAW. At common law. The 
body of laws relating to real property. Tllis 
use of the term is popular rather than tech
nical. 

In the civil law. A law which relates 
to specific property, whether movable or im
movable. 

Laws purely real directly and indirectly 
regulate pl'Operty. and the rights of property, 
without intermeddling 'with 01' changing the 
state of the person. \Vharton. 

REAL PARTY. In statutes requiring 
suits to be hrought in the name of the Ureal 
party in interest," this term means tbe per
son who is actually and substantially inter
ested in the subject-matter. as distinguished 
from one who has onty a nom'nal, formal, or 
technical interest in it or connection with it. 

REAL PRIVILEGE. In English law. 
A privilege granted to, or concerning, a par
ticular place or locality. 

REAL PROPERTY. A gelleral term 
for lands, tenements. and hereditaments; 
property which, all the death of tlla owner 
intestate, passes to his b t' ir. Heal property 
i:3 either corporeal or incorporeal. See Code 
N. Y. § 462. 

REAL REPRESENTATIVE. He who 
represents or stands in the place of another, 
with respect to his real property, IS so 
termed, in contradistinction to him who 
stands in the place of another, with regard 
to his personal property. and who is termed 
the "personal representative." Thus the 
heir is the real representative of his deceased 
ancestor. Brown. 
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N REAL RIGHT. In Scotch law. That 
which entitles him who is vested with it to 
possess the subject as bis own, and, jf in the 
possession of another, to demand from him o its actual possession. Real rights affect the 
subject itselfj personal are founded in obli
gation. Erskine. lost. 3, 1, 2. 

REAL SECURITY. The security of 

P 
mortgages or otber liens or incumbrances 
upon land. See 2 Atk. 806. 

REAL SERVITUDE. In the civil law. 
A right which one estate or piece of land 

Q 
(prredium) owes to another estate. See 
PREDIAL SEnVlTUDE. 

REAL STATUTES. In the civil law. 
Statutes which have principally for their ob-
ject, property. and which do not speak of 

R persons, except in relation to property. 
Story. Conll. Laws, § 13. 

REAL THINGS, (or THINGS REAL.) 
In common law. Such things as iLl'e perma· 
nent. fixed, and immovable. which cannot 
be carried out of their place; as lands and 
tenements. 2 BI. Comm. 15. Things sub
stantial and immovable, and the rights and 
profits annexed to or issuing out of them. 
I Steph. Comm. 156. 

REAL WARRANDICE. In Scotch 
law. An infeoffment of one tenement given 
in security of another. 

REAL W iONG. In old Englloh law. 
An injury tc the freehold. 

REALITY. In foreign law. That 
quality of laws which concerns property or 
things, (qu.a ad rem spectant.) Story, Coull . 
Laws, § 16. 

REALIZE. To convert any kind of prop_ 
erty into money; but especially to receive the 
returns from an investment. 

REALM. A kingdom i a country. 1 
Taunt. 270; 4 Cnmp. 2<19. 

REALTY. A brief term for real proper
ty; also for anything which partakes of the 
nature of real property. 

REAPPRAISER. A person who, In 
certain cases, ia apPOinted to make a reval
uation or second appraisement of imported 
goods at the custom-house. 

REASO N. A faculty of the min(j by 
which it distinguislH's truth f rom falsehood. 
good from evil, and which enables thfl pos
sessor to d('cluc~ infe rcl1(,€s from facts or 
from propOSition". Webster. 

REASONABLE. Agreeable to reason; 
just; proper. Ordinary or usua1. 

REASONABLE ACT. Such ae may 
fairly, jURtly, and reasonably be required of 
a party. 

REASONABLE AID. A dllty clalme!! 
by the lord of the fee of hla t enants, holding 
by knightservlc6, to marry hill daughter, etc. 
Cowell. 

REASONABLE AND PROBABLE 
CAUSE. Sucb grounds as justify anyone 
in suspecting anuther of 8 crime, and giving 
him in custody thereon. It is a defense to 
an actiou for false imprisonment. 

REASONABLE CARE. Such a d .. 
gree of care, precaution, or diligence as may 
fair ly and properly be expected or req uired, 
having regard to the nature of the action, 
or of the suhject-mat.ter, and the circum
stances surrounding the transaction. 

"Reasonable care and skill >I is a relative phrase, 
and, in its application as a rule or measure of duty, 
will vary in its requirem&nts, according to the cir
cumstances under which the care and skill are to 
be exerted. '" Allen, 268. 

REASONABLE DILIGENCE. A fair, 
proper, and due degree of care and activity, 
measul'ed with reference to the particular 
circumstanceSi slich dmgence, cure, oratten
tion a& might be expected from a man of or
dinary prudence and activity. 

REASONABLE DOUBT. This Is R 

term orLen used, probably pretty weH under
stOOd, but not easily defined. It does not 
mean a mere possible doubt, because ~ very
tlli ng relating tu human affairs, and depend
ing on moml evidence, is (lp-an to some 1'0S

sible 01' imaginary doubt. It is that stlte 
of the case which, after the entin' compar i
son and consideration of all the evidence. 
leaves the minds of j urors in that condi
tiou that lhey cannot say they feel an abid
ing conviclioll to a moral certainty of the 
trutb of the charge. 26 N. J. Law, 601, 615. 

A reasonable doubt is deemed to exist, within the 
rule that the jury should not. couvict. uules8 satis
fied beyond a reasonabie doubt, when the evidence 
is net sufficient to satisfy tho judgment of tile 
truth or a proposition with such certainty that a 
prudent man would feel safe in aot-iug upon it in 
hiB own important affairs. 23 Ind. 170. 

REASONABLE NOTICE. Such notice 
or informat.ion of a fact as may fairly and 
properly be expected or required in the par
ticulllr circumstances. 

REASONABLE PART. In old En. 
glish law. That share of a man'l! ,nods 
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wbich the law gave to bis wife and cbildren 
after his decease. 2 BI. Comm. 492. 

REASON ABLE SKILL. Such skU! as 
i8 ordinarily possessed and exercised by per
&ODS of common capacity. engaged. in the 

same business or employment. 6 Mete. 
(M •••. ) 26. 

REASONABLE TIME. Such longth 
of time as may fauly. properly. and reasou
ably be allowed or required, baving regard 
to the nature of the act or duty. or of the 
subject-matter, and to the attenrlillg circum
stances. It is a maxim of English law that 
.. how long a • reasonable time' ought to be 
is not defined in law, but is left to the dis
cretion of the judges." Co. LiLt. 50. 

more. intending. going about. or practicing 
unlawfully and ot their own authority to 
cbange any laws of the realm; or to destroy 
the inclosure of any park or ground inclosed. 
banks of fish-ponds, pools, conduits. etc., to 
the intent tbe same shaH remain void; or 
that they shall have way in any of the said 
grounds; or to destroy the deer in any park, 
fish in ponds, coneys in any warren, dov&
houses, etc.; or to burn sacks at corni or to 
abate rents or prices at victuals, etc. See 
Cowell. 

REB OUTER. To repel or bar. The ac
tion ot tbe heir by the. warranty of his an
ccstor is called. Uta rebut or repel." 2 Co. 
Litt. 247. 

REBUS SIC STANTIBUS. Lst. At 
REASSURANCE. This is where an in- this point of affairs; in these circumstances. 

l5urer procures the whole or a pal'tofthe sum 
which be has insured (t. e., contracted to pay 
in case of loss, death, etc.) to be iusllred 
again to him by another perSall. Sweet. 

REATTACHId:ENT. A second attach
ment ot him who was formerly attached, 
and dismissed the court without day, by the 
not coming of the justices, or some such 
casualty. Heg. Orig. 35. 

REBATE. Discount; reducing tbe in
terest of money in consideration of prompt 
payment. 

REBEL. The name o( rebels is gi ven to 
all subjects who unjustly take up arms 
against tbe ruler of the society, [or the law
ful and constitutional government. ] whether 
their view be to deprive him of Ule supreme 
authority or to resist his lawful cOllllUanlls 
in some particular instance, and to impose 
conditions on him. Vatt. Law Nat. bk. 3, 
§ 288. 

REBELLION. Deliberate, organized re
sistance, by force and arms, to the la WB or 
operations of the government, cOlllmitted by 
a subject. 

In old English law, the term "rebellion" 
was also applied to contempt of a eourt man
t(ested by disobedience to its process, par_ 
ticularly of tbe court of chancery _ If a de
fendant refused to appear. aftf:lr attachment 
H.nd proclamation, a "commission of rebell
ion" issued against him. 3 TIL Comm. 444. 

REBELLION,COMMISSION OF. 
In equity practice. A process of contempt 
issued on tbe non-appearauce of a defendant. 

REBELLIOUS ASSEMBLY. [n En
.gllshlaw. A gathering of twelve ppTSonsor 

REBUT. In pleading and evidence. To 
rebut is to defeat or take away the effect of 
something. Thus, when a plaintiff in an 
action produces evidence which raises a pre
s umption of the defendant's liability, and the 
defendant adduces evidence which shows that 
the presumption is ill-founded, be is said to 
II rebut it." Swe~t. 

In the old law of real property, to rebut 
was lo repol or bar a claim. Thus, when a 
person was sued for land which bad been 
warranted to him by the plaintiff or bis an
cestor, and he pleaded the warranty as a de
fe nse to the action, this was called a II rebut
ter." Co. Litt. 365ai Termes de 18 Ley. 

REBUT AN EQUITY. To defeat an 
apparent equitable right or claim, by the In· 
troduction of evidence showing that, in the 
particulur circulUstances, there is no ground 
for such equily to attach, or that it is over
ridden by a superior or countervailing equity. 
See 2 Whart. E v. § 973. 

REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION. In 
the luw of evidence. A presumption which 
may be reb illted by evidence. Otherwise 
called a "disputable" presumption. A spe. 
cies of legal presumption which bolds good 
until disproved. Hest, Pres. § 25; 1 Greenl. 
Ev. § 33. 

REBUTTAL. The introduction otrebut· 
ling evidence ; tbe stage of 8 trial a.t which 
snch evidence may be introduced; also the 
rebutting evidence itself. 

REBUTTER. In pleading. A defend· 
ant's answer of fact to a plaintiff's surre. 
joinder; the third pleadinp- in tbe series on 
the part of the defendant. Steph. Pl. 59; 
3 BI. Comm. 310 . 
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N REBUTTING EVIDENCE. Evidence 
offered on the part of the pla.intiff (or prose
cution) for the purpose of cont.rarlictiug or 
counteracting the evidence adduced by the 

O def endall t. 
That which Is given by ODe party in a 

cause, to explain , repel. counteract. or dis~ 

prove evidence produced by the other party. 
·Wharton. 

P RECALL. In international law. To 
8ummon a diplomatic minister back to his 
home COIIl't. at the same time depriving him 
of his office and functions. 

Q RECALL A JtTDGMENT. To revoke, 
cancel, vacate, or reverse a. jUdgment, for 
maLlers of fact; when it is anDulled by rea
Bon of errors of law, it is said to be "r&-

R versed." 

RECAPTION. A retaking, or taking 
back. A species of remedy by the mere act 
of the party injured, (otherwise termacl "re
prisal. " ) which happens when anyone has 
depri\·ed another of his property in goods or 
chattels personal, or wrongfully detaius one's 
wife, child. or servant. In this case, the 
owner of the goods. and the husband, parent, 
or master may lawfully claim lind retake 
them, wherever he happens Lo finll them. so 
it be not in a riotolls manner. or attendt'd 
with 1\ breach of the peace, 3 Inst. 1::J4; 3 
BI. Comm. 4; 3 Steph . COlDm. 358. 

It also signifies the taking a second dis
tress of one formerly distrained during the 
plea gl'oundpd on the former distress. 

Also a WI t to recover damages for him 
whose good, being distrained for rent in 
service. etc., are distrainell again for the 
same cause, pending the plea in the county 
court, or before the justice. Fitzh. Nat. 
Brev. 71. 

RECAPTURE. The takingfrom an en
emy, by a friendly force. a '.essel previously 
taken for pdze by such enemy. 

Reccditur a placitis juris, potius quam 
injurire et delicta maneant impunita. 
l)ositi\'e rules of law [as distinguished from 
maxims or conclusions of reason] will be 
receded from, [given up or dispensed With,] 
rather than tbat crimes and wrongs SllO~l1d 
remain unpunished. Hac. Max. 55, reg. 12. 

RECEIPT, .A. receipt is the written 
acknowledgment of the receipt of money. or 
a. thillg of value. without conl.,iining any af
firmative obligation upon either party to it; 
a mere ,lllmission of a fact, ill writing. 58 
Ind. 574. 

A :receipt may be defined to be sucb a written 
aoknowledgment by one person of his having r&
ceived money from another as will be p1'hnajacic 
evidence of that fact in a court of law. 10 Ohio, 
75. 

Also the act or transaction of accepting or 
taking anything delivered. 

In old prac tice. Admission at a party to 
defend a suit, as of a wife on defanlt of the 
husband in certain cases. Litt. § 668; Co. 
Litt. 352b. 

RECEIPTOR. A name given in some 
of the states to a person who receives from 
the sheriff goods which the latter has seized 
under process of garnishmenl, on giving t() 
the ~hel'iff a bond cond itioned to have the 
property forthCOming when demanded or 
when execution issues. Story, Bailm. § 124. 

RECEIVER. A rpceiver is an indiffer
ent person between the parLies appOinted by 
the court to collect and receive the rents. 
issues. and profits of land, or the produce ot 
personal estate. 01' other Lhings which it does 
not seem reasonaule to tho court that either 
party should do; or where a party is incom
petent to do so, as in the case of an infant. 
The remedy or the appointment of a recein:r 
is one of the very oldest in the court of chan4 
cery, and is founded on tile inadequacy of 
the reuledy to oe obtained in the COilrt of or
dinary jurisdiction. Bisp. Eq. § 576. 

One who receives money to the use of an
other to render an account. Story. Eq. JUl'. 

§ 446. 
In criminal la.w. One who receives 

stolen goods from thieves, and conceals them. 
Cowell. This was always the prevHlent 
sense of the word in the common as well as 
the civil law. 

RECEIVER GENERAL OF THE 
DUCHY OF LANCASTER. An otllcer 
of the duchy court, who collects all the rev
enues, fines, forfeitures, and asse3StnCnts 
within the du ... hy. 

RECEIVER GENERAL OF THE 
PUBLIC REVENUE. In English law. 
.An olUcer appointed in every county to re
ceive tile taxes granted by pal'lia.ment. and 
remit the money to tho treasury. 

RECEIVER OF FINES. An English 
otticer who receives the money from persons 
who compound with the crown on original 
writs sued out of chancel'Y. 'Vltnl'ton. 

RECEIVERS AND ':'RIERS OF PE· 
TITIONS. 'rhe mode of receiving and try· 
ing peLitions to parliament was formerly 
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judicial rather than legislative. and tbe triers 1 term. an ambiguity which it shares with the 
w'ere cOlllmittees of prelates. peer!;, and French "droit," the Italian "diriUo," and 
jullgt's, :lnd, latterly. of the members gener
ally. Brown. 

RECEIVER'S CERTIFICATE. Anon· 
negotiable evidence of debt, or debentu re, is
sued by authority of a court or chancery, as 
a filst lien upon the property of a debtor cor
poration in t.he hands of a reeei ver. Beach, 
Hee. § 379. 

RECEIVERS OF WRECK. Persons 
appointed by the English board of trade. 
The duties of a receh'e!' of wreck are to take 
steps for the presel'vntion of any vess!:'l 
stralllh'd or in distress within his district; to 
receive and take poss"ssion of all articles 
washed on shore from the vessel; to nse force 
for the suppression of plunder and disorder; 
to in lititute an examination on oath with re
spect to Lhe vessel; and. if necessary, to sell 
the vessel, cargo. or wreck. Sweet. 

RECEIVING STOLEN GOODS. The 
short name usually given to tLe offense of 
receidng any property witl! the knowledge 
that it has been feloniously or unlawfully 
stoh-' n. taken. extorted. obtained , embezzled, 
oj' disposed of. Sweet. 

RECENS INSECUTIO. In old Engl ish 
law. 1"resh suit ; fresh pursuit. Plll'suit of 
a thief imnledhltcly after the discovery of the 
rObbery. 1 BJ. Comm. 297. 

RECEPISSE DE COTISATION. In 
French law. A receipt setting forth the ex~ 
lent of the interest subscribed by a memuel' 
of a mutual insurance company . .Arg. Fr. 
Mere. Law, 57!. 

RECEPTUS. In the civil law . The 
Daille sometimes given to an aru itrator, be~ 
cause he had been receivt:d or chosen to setLIe 
the difTerences between the parties. Dig. 4. 
8; Cod. 2.56. 

RECESSION. The act of ceding back; 
the restolation of the title and t.lominion of 
a territory, by the governu:ient which now 
holds it, to the government from which it 
was obtained by cession or otherwise. 2 
White, HCcop. 516. 

RECESSUS MARIS. In old English 
law. .A. going back; reliction or retreat of 
the sea. 

RECHT. Ger. Right; ju.tice; equity; 
thfl: wIlole Lody of law; unwritlen law ; law; 
also a ngllt. 

Thele is much amLiguity in the use of tLis 

the English "right." On the one hand. the 
term "1'echt" answers to the Roman "jus, fI 
and thus indicates law in the a.bstract, con~ 
8id~red as the foundation of all rights, or the 
complex of underlying moral principles 
which impart the character of justice to all 
positive law, or give it an ethical content. 
'faken in this abstract se.nse. the term may 
be an adjective, in which caseit is equivalent 
to the English 44just." or a noun, in which 
case it may be paraphrased by the expres~ 
sions " jllstice. " Umorality," or "equity." 
On the other hand, it serves to point out a 
ri ght; that is . a power, privilege. f,\clIlty , or 
urmand. inherent in one person. and inci~ 
dent upon !-lOother. In the latter significa
tiou Urfcht" (or 44d1·oit." or "diritto," or 
'4rigu.t") is the correlative of "duty" or uob_ 
ligation." In tbe former sense. it may be 
considered as opposed to wrong. injustice, or 
lhe absence of law. 'l'be word u 1'echt" ha:l 
the further ambiguity tbat it is uSf'd in con~ 
trndistinction to "gesetz." as <I.tus" is opposed 
to ulex," or the unwritten law to enacted 
law . See DROIT; Jus; RIGHT. 

RECIDIVE. In French law. The state 
of an indi vidual who commits n. crime or mis· 
demC'anol'. tlft~r having once iJeen condemned 
for a cri me or misdemeanor; a relapse. 
Dalloz. 

RECIPROCAL CONTRACT. A con· 
tract, the parties to which enler into mut.ual 
engagements. A mutual or bilateral con
tract. 

RECIPROCITY. Mutuality. Tho term 
is used in international law to denote the I'Cw 

lution existing between two stflLes when each 
of them gives the subjects of the other cer· 
ta.in pridleges, on condition that its own 
subjects shall enjoy similar privileges at the 
hands of the latter state. Sweet. 

RECITAL. The formal statement or 
setting forth of some matter of fact. in any 
deeu or writing. in order to explain the rea
sons upon which the traDsaction is founded. 
The recita ls are situated in the premises of a 
deed, that is , in that part of a deed between 
the t.hlte and the habendum, and they usually 
C(Jmmence with the formal word OJ whereas." 
Brown. 

'l'hl' formnl preliminary statement in a 
dew or ot.her Instrument, of such deeds, 
agreements, 01' mat.ters of fHct as UI'6 neces~ 

sary to explain the reasons upon whicb the 
transaction is founded. 2 BI. Comru . 298. 
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In pleading. The statement ot matter 
as introductory to some positive allegation. 
beginuing in decinratiolls wit.u Lhe words, 
I'For that whereas. II Staph. PI. 388. 389. 

RECITE. To state in a written instru
ment facts connected with its inception, or 
reasons for Us being made. 

RECKLESSNESS. Rashness ; beedles3-
ness; wanton conduct. The state of mind 
accompanying an act, which either pays no 
regarll to its probably or possibly injurious 
conseguences. or which, though foreseeing 
su(;h l'onst!qut::Dces. persists in spite of such 
knowledge. 

RECLAIM. To claim or demand back i 
to ask for the return or restoraLion of a 
thing; t.o insist upon one's right to recover 
that which was one's own, but was parted 
with conclilionallyor mistnkenly; (IS, to 1'e

claim goods which were obtained from one 
under false pretenses. 

In feudal law, it was used of the action 
of a lord purSUing, prosecuting, and recall· 
ing his vassal, who had gone to live in an· 
otiler place, wiLhout bis permission. 

In international law, it denotes the de. 
munding of a thing or person to bE'! ucliveret.l. 
up or surrendered to the government or state 
to which either properly belongs, when. by 
an irregular means. it has come into the pos
session of another. 'Vharton. 

In the l aw of property. Spoken of ani· 
mals, to reduce from a wild to a lame or do
mestic state; to tame them.. In an analo-
gOlls sense. to reclaim land is to reduce 
marshy or swampland to a state ilL for cul
tivation and habilation. 

In Scotch law. Tu appeal. The reclaim
ing dlt) s ill Scotland are the days allowed to 
a party dissatisfied with the judgment of tbe 
lord ordinary to appeal therefrom to the in
ner house; and the petition of appeal is called 
the l'eclai ming .. bill," .. note," or "petition. " 
Mozley &,lVhitley; Bell. 

RECT"AIMED ANIMALS. Those that 
are maue tame by art, industry, or educa
tion, whereby a qualified property muy be ac
quiretl in them. 

RECLAIMING BILL. In Scotch law. 
A petition of appeal or review of a judg
ment of t.he lord ordinary or other iuferior 
court. Bell. 

RECOGNITION. Ratification; confir
mation; an aclmowledgment that something 

done by another pemon in one's name had 
one's autbority. 

An Inquiry conducted by a chosen body 
of men, not sitting as part of the court. in to 
the facts in dispute in a case at law; these 
"recognitors" preceded the jurymen of mod
ern times, and reported their recogniLion or 
verdict to the court. Stirn. Law Gloss. 

RECOGNITIONE ADNULLANDA 
PER VIM ET DURITIEM FACTA. A 
writ to the justiCes of the common bench 
for sending a record touching a recognizance, 
which the recognizor suggesti!J wall acknowl
edged by force and duress; thaL if it so up" 

pear the recognizance may beannulled. Reg. 
Orig. 1~3. 

RECOGNITORS. In English law. Tbe 
name by which the jurors impaneled on an 
assize are known. See RECOGNITION. 

'.rbe word is sometimes met in modern 
books. as mealling the person who enters in
to a recognizance. being thus anothor form 
of recogn izor. 

RECOGNIZANCE. An Obligation ot 
record, enterell into before some court of reo
ord, or magistrate duly authol'i zed, with 
condition to do some particul ar act; as to 
appear at the assizes, or criminal court. to 
keep Lhe peace, to pay a debt. or Lhe like. 
It resembles a bond. but differs from it in be
ing an acknowledgmellt or a former debt 
upon record. 2 BI. Comlil. 341. 

In criminal law, a person who bas been 
found g uilty of an offense may. in certain 
C<lses, be r&l11ireu to enter into ~l recogni. 
zance by \\' hich he binds himself to keep the 
peace for a cerLain period . Sweet. 

In the practice of several of the statoo, a. 
recognizance is a spec!!'s o( bail-bond or se 
emity, given by the prisonereitlJer on boing 
bound over for trial or 011 Ili:) Laking an ap
peal. 

RECOGNIZE. To try; to examine in 
order to determine the truth of a matter. 
AJso to enter into a recognizance. 

RECOGNIZEE. He to whom one i. 
bOllnd in a recognizance. 

RECOGNIZOR. He wbo enters into 8 

recognizance. 

RECOLEMENT. In Freneb law. This 
is the process by which a witness, who has 
given h iR rll-'pmdtion, reads t.ile same ovel· and 
scrutinizes it, with a view to atnrming his 
satisfaction wi th it as it stands, or to mak
ing such changes in it as his bt'tter recollec· 
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tiOD may !uggest to him as necessary to the 
truth. This is necessary to the validity of 
the deposition. See Path. Proe. Crim. § 4, 
art. 4. 

RECOMMENDATION. In feudal law. 
A method of converting allodial land into 
feudal property. The owner of the allod sur
rendered it to the king or a lord, doing hom
age, and received it. back as a benefice or fend, 
to hold to himself and such of his heirs as 
be had previously nominated to the supe
rior. 

The act of one person in giving to another 
II favorable account of the character, respon
libiliLy, or skill of a third. 

RECOMMENDATOl,tY. PrecatQry, ad
visory, ordiJ'ectory. Recommendatory words 
in a will are such as do not express the tes
tatorIs command in a peremptory form, but 
advise, counsel, or suggest that a certain 
COUfse be pursued or disposition made. 

RECOMPENSATION. In Scotland, 
where a party sues for a debt, Hnd . the de
fendant pleads compensation, i. e., set-off, 
the plaintiff may allege a compensation ou 
his part; and this is called a urecornpeDsa~ 
tiOD." Bell. 

RECOMPENSE. A reward for services j 
remuneration for goods or other property. 

RECOMPENSE OR RECOVERY IN 
VALUE. That part of the judgment in a 
"common recovery" by which the tenant is 
declared entitled to recover lands of equal 
value with those which were warranted to 
him and lost by the def:llllt of the vouchee. 
See 2 BI. Oamm. 358- 359. 

RECONCILIATION. The renewal of 
amicable felations bet\yeen two persolls who 
had been at enmity or variaJlcej usually im
plying forgiveness of injuries on one or both 
sides. It is sometimes used In tbe law of di~ 
vorce as a term synonymous or a.nalogous to 
"condonation . " 

RECONDUCTION. In the civil law. 
A renewing of a former lease; re10cation. 
Dig. 19,2, 13,11; OodeNap. arts. 1737-1740. 

RECONSTRUCTION. The name com
monly given to the process of reorganizing. 
by acts of congress and executive action, the 
governmenll of the etates which had passed 
ordinances of secession, and of re-establishing 
their constitutional relations to the national 
government, restoring their representation in 

congresfII, and effecting the necessary cbangfifll 
in their Internal government, after the close 
of the clvi1 war. 

RECONTINUANCE Beems to be used 
to signify tbat a person bas recovered an in
corporeal hereditament of which he bad been 
wrongfully deprived. Thus," A. is disseised 
of a mannor, whereunto jln advowson is ap
pendant, an estranger [i. e., neithe.r A. nor 
the disseisor] usurpes to the advowsonj if 
the disseisee [A.] enter into the mannor, the 
advowson is recontinued again, which was 
se\'el'ed by the usurpation. * * * And 
so note a diversitie between a recontinuance 
anel a remitter; for a remitter cannot be 
properly, unlesse there be two titles; but a re
continuance may be where there is but one." 
Co. Lilt. 363b; Sweet. 

RECONVENIRE. Lat. In the canon 
and ci villa w. To make a cross-demand up
on the actor, or plaintiff'. 4 Reeve, Eng. 
Law, 14. and note, (T.) 

RECONVENTION. In the civil law. 
An action by a defendant against a plaintiff 
in a former action; a cross-bill or litigation. 

Tile term is used in practice in the stutes 
of Louisiana and Texas, derived from the t'e-

conventio of the civil law. Reconvention is 
not identical with set-off, but. more exten
sive. See 6 Tex. 414; 5 Tex. 501, 504. 

RECONVERSION. That imaginary 
process by which a prior constructive can ver
sion is annulled, and the can verted property 
restored in contemplation of law to its original 
state. 

RECONVEYANCE takes place where a 
mortgage debt is paid off, and the mort
gaged property is conveyed again to the mort
gagor or bis representatives free from the 
mortgage debt. SWtlet. 

RECOPILACION DE INDIAS. A 
collection of Spanish colonial law. promul. 
gated A. D. 1680. See Schm. Civil Law, In
trod. 94. 

RECORD, ". To register or enroll; to 
write out on parchment or paper, or in a 
book, for the purpose of preservation and 
perpetual memorial; to transcribe a docu. 
ment, or enter lbe history of an act or series 
of acts, in an otficial volume, for the purpose 
of gi ving notice of the same, of furnishing 
authentic evidence, and for preservation. 

RECORD, n . A written account of ~om8 
act, transaction, or instrumen~ drawn up. 
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under authority of law, by a proper officer. 
and designed to rernai n as a memorial or pel'. 
manent evidence of the mutters to which it 
relates. 

There are three kinds of [('cords. vlz.: (1) 
judicia.Z. as an attainder; (2) mini&te1'ial. 
on oath, being an ollice or inquisition fOlmcl; 
(8) by way of conveyance, as a deed enrolled. 
Wharton. 

In practice. A written memorial of all 
the acts and proceedings in an af,tion or suit, 
in a COllrt of record . The record is lhe offi
cial and aULbentic history of Lhe cause, con
sisting in entries of each slIcc<'ssi ve step in 
the proceedings, chronicling the varions acts 
of the parties and of the cOllrt, couched in 
the formal language established by usage. 
terminating with the judgment rendered in 
the Clluse, and intended to rema,in as a per
pf'tual and unimpeachable memorial of the 
proceedings and judgment. 

At common law, "I'ccol'd ll signifies a roU I)f 
parchmcut upon which the proeeellings and trans
actions of a. court arc cotered or drawn up by its 
officers, and which is then deposited in its treas
ury in TJeT]Jctuam 1'cL memo1'imn. B Stcpb. 
Comm, 583 i B Bl. Corom. 24. A court of record 
is that where the acts and judicia.l proceedings are 
enrolled in pan:hment for 0. perpetual memori
al and testimony, which rolls are called the "rec
ords of the court, " and are of such high and super
eminent authority that their truth is not. to bacalled 
in question. 34 Ca.l. 422. 

In t.he practice of appellate tri bll nals. the 
word .. record" is generally understood to 
mean the history of the proceed ings on the 
trial of the action below, (with the pleadings, 
offers, objtlctions to evidence, ruli ngs of tile 
court, exceptions, charge, etc.,) in so far as 
the same appears in the record furnish ed to 
the appellate court in the paper-books or 
ot.her transcripts. Hence, derivatively. it 
means the aggregate of the various judicial 
steps taken on the trial below, in so f<tr as 
tbey were taken, presented, or allowed in the 
formal and Froper manner necessary to put 
Lheu] upon the record of the court. This i3 
tbe meaning in such phrases as "110 error in 
tile record," "contents of the I·ecord." "out_ 
side the record ," etc. 

RECORD AND WRIT CLERK. Four 
officers of the court of chancery were deSig
nated by this title, whose duty it was to file 
bills brought to them for that purpose. BUSi
ness was distributed among them according 
to the Initial letter of the surname of the first 
plaintiff in a suit. Hunt, Eq. 

These officers are now transferred to the 
high court of justice under the judicature 
acts. 

RECORD COMMISSION. Tho name 
of a board of commissioners appointetl for the 
purpose of s('arcbing O\.lt. cl:tssifying, index
ing. or publishing the public records of a 
state or county. 

RECORD, CONVEYANCES BY. Ex. 
traordinary assurances; as private acts of par .. 
liament, and royal grants. 

RECORD, COURTS OF. Those whoso 
judicial acts and proceedings are enrollp.d in 
parchment. for a perpetual memorial and tes
timony, which rolls are called the" records 
of tho court , JJ and are of such high and su
pereminent aut.hority that their truth is not 
to be called in question. Every court of rec
ord has authority Lo fine and imprison for 
contempt of its authority. 3 Droom & H. 
ComO). 21, 30. 

RECORD, DEBTS OF. Those which 
appear to l>e due by the eviaence of a court 
of record; such as a judgment, recognizance. 
etc. 

RECQRD OF NISI PRIUS. In En
glish law . An omcial copy or transcript of 
the proceedings in an acbion, entered on parch
menL and "sealed and passed," as it is termed, 
at tho proper oflic~; it serves as a warrant to 
the judge to try the cause, and is the ollly 
document at which he can judicially look for 
information as to the nature of the proceed
ings and the issues joined. 13rowD. 

RECORD, TRIAL BY. A species of 
trial adopted for determining tile existtluce or 
non-existence of a record. When a record is 
as~erted by one part.y to exist. and the oppu
sile party denies its existence under lhp. form 
of a traverse that there is no such record re
maining in court as alleged, and iss ue is 
join ed thereon. tllis is called an "issue of nul 
tielrccol'd," and in such case the COII1't a \\',I1'ds 

a trial by inspection and ... examination of tIl £>. 
record. Upon this the party nffirming its ex
istence is l.JOund to prouuce it in court on a 
day given for the purpose, and. if he fails to 
do so, judgment is given for his advers<try. 
Co. Litt. U7b.260a; 3 BJ. Comm. 331. 

Recorda sunt vestigia vetustatis et 
veritatis . Records are vesLiges of antiquity 
and truth. 2 Holle, 29G. 

RECORDARE. In American practice. 
A writ to bring lip jUdgments of justic~s of 
the peace. 3 Jones, (N. C.) 491. 

RECORDARI FACIAS LOQUELAM. 
In English practice. A writ by which a suit 
or .J.)!ainl in l'e,pleyin may lJe removed from ~ 
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fJOl1nty court to one of the courts of West
minster I1all. 3 BI. Cumm.149; 3 Steph. Pl. 
522. G66. So termed from the emphatic 
words of the old writ, by which the sheriff 
was commanded to cau~e the pla.tnt to be 1'eo

co1"ded. and to have the record before the su
perior court. Reg. Orig. 5b. 

RECiORDA'I'UR. In old English prac
tice. An ent.ry made upon a record, In or
der to prsl-'ent any alteration of it. 1 Ld. 
Raym 211. 

An order or allowanr.e that t118 verdict re
turned on the nisi p1"ius roll be I'ecorded. 

RECORDER,1:I. L. Fr. In Norman law 
To reciLe or testify on recollection what bad 
previously passed in court. This was the 
duty of the judges and other principal p<'T-
80ne w1:1o presided <It tbe placitum; tllence 
called "".,cordtrUr,." Staph. Pl., Append. 
note 11. 

RECORDER, n. In old English law. 
A barrister or other person learned in the 
la',v, whom the mayor or other magiRlrate of 
any cit,y or town corporate, having jurisdic
t ion or a court of record within tllt'ir pre
cincts, a:ssociatoo to him for his IJeLter direc
tion in matters of justice and proceedings 
according to law. Cowell. 

The name "rf'cordE'r tl is also given to a 
magistrate, in lhe judicial systems of some 
of the states, who hasa criminal jurisdiction 
8nalog.)u~ to that of a police judge or other 
committing magistnlte, and USUi.l.lly a limited 
civil jurisdiction, and sometimes authority 
conferred by statute in spacial classes of pnr 
eeecli ngs. 

Also an officer appointed to make record 
or enrolml'nt of deeds and olhel' It'gal instru
ments authorized by law to be recordeu. 

RECORDER OF LONDON. One of 
the justices of oyer and terminer. and a j~ls· 
tice of the peace of the quorum, for putting 
the law8 in ex{'cution for the preservation of 
the peace amI government of the city. TIeing 
the mouth of the City. he delivers the sell
tences and judgments of the courl therein, 
and also cerWJ:es and records the ciLy cus
toms. etc. He is chosen by the lul'd mayor 
and aldermen, and attends the iJusiness of 
the city when summoned by the lord mayor, 
etc. 'Vhal'ton. 

RECORDING ACTS. Statutes enacted 
in the' 8evera1 8tates relative to the official 
recording of deeds, mortgages, bills of sale. 
chattel mortgages, etc., and the effect of such 

records a., nOlice to creditors. purchasers, In
cumbruncers. and others interested. 

RECOUP, or RECOUPE. To deduct, 
defalk. disCOUllt, 8et ofl'. or keep back; to 
withhold part of a demand, 

RECOUPMENT. In practice. Defalca
tion ordisCOllnt from a dema.nd. A keeping 
back something which is tlue, lJecause t.here 
is an equitable reason to withhold it. Tom
lins. 

Uecoupment is a right of the defendant to 
have adeduction from Lheamountof the plain
tiff1s damages, for t.he reason that the plain
tiff bas not complied with the cross-obliga
tions or independent covenants urising under 
the same contract. Code Ga. 1882, § 2909. 
It is keeping back sometbinlr which is due be

cause there is an equitable reason to withhold itj 
and is now uni10rmly applied where a man bringsan 
action for breach of 0. contract between him and the 
defendant; and wllere the lo.ttercan show that some 
stipulation in the same contract was made by the 
plaintiff, which he bas violated, tho defendant may, 
if he chooso, instead of suing in bis Lurn, '·CC01!7Je 
his damages arising from the breach committed 
by the piaintuf, whether they be liquidated or not. 
22 \Vend. 155. See S Ohio St. 84J.; l2 Ark. 702; ZS 
Vt.415. 

In spea.king of matters to be shown in defense. 
the term "recoupment" is often used as synony
mous with "reduction." The term is ot French 
origin, and signifies cutting again, or cutting back, 
and, as a defense, means the cutting back on the 
plaintiff's claim by the defendant. Likereduction, 
it is of necessity limited to the amount of the plain
tiff's claim. It Is properly applicable to a case 
where the same contract imposes mutual dutie. 
and obligations on the two parties, and one sooks 
a remody for the breach of duty by the second, and 
the second meets the demand by a claim for the 
urcach of duty by the first. 4f.i Vt. 20i. 

II Hecoupment" differs from uset-ofJ" in 
this respect: tiJat any claim or demand the 
defendant may have against the plaintiff may 
be llsed <IS a set-off. while it is not a subject 
for recoupment un less it grows out of the 
very same transaction which furnishes the 
plaintiU·s cause of action. The term is, as 
appears above. synonymous with "1·educ
tion;" but. t he laLter iii uut. a t.echnical term 
of the law; Lhe word "defalcat.ion," in one 
of its meanings, expresse~ the same idea, and 
1s llsed interchangeaIJly with recoupment. 
Recoupment. as a remedy, corresponds to the 
1'econ'vention of the civil law. 

RECOUBSE. Tbe phrase "without re
course" is used in the form of making aquali
tied or restricti ve indorsement of a bill or 
note. Dy these words the indorser signifies 
that. while be transfers his property ill the 
instrulUent, he does not assume the responsi .. 
bility of an indorser. 
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N RECOUSSE. Fr. In French law. 
Recapture. Emerig. Traitedes Assur. c.12, 
§ 23. 

RECOVEREE. In old conveyancing. o The party who suffered a common recovery. 

RECOVERER. The demandant in a 
('.olUmon recovery, after jUdgment bas been 

p given in his favor. 

RECOVERY. In ita most extensi ve 
sense, a recovery Is the restoration or vindi· 
cation of a right existing in a person. by the 
formal juugment or decree of a competent 

Q court, at his instance and suit, or the obtain
ing. oy such jUdgment. of some right or 
property which has been taken or withheld 
from him. This is also called a Htrlle" re-

R 
covery, to distinguish it from a "feigned" or 
"common" recovery. See CO.lLMON RECOV

EHY. 

RECREANT. Coward or craven. The 
word pronounced by a combatant in the trial 
by battel, when he acknowledged himself 
beateD. 3 Bl. Camm. 340. 

RECRIMINATION. A charge made by 
an accused person against the accuser; in 
particular a count.er-charge of ad ullery or 
crllelty made by one charged with tile same 
offense in a suit for divorce, against the per
son who has charged him or her. ·WbHrton. 

Recrimination is a showing by the defend
ant of any cause of divorce against the plain
tift\ in bar of tile plaintiff's cause of divorce. 
Civil Code Cal. § 122. 

RECRUIT. A newly·enlisted soldier. 

RECTA PRISA REGIS. In old En
gUsh law. The king's right to prisage, or 
taking of one butt or pipe of wine before and 
another behind the mast, as a custom for ev
ery ship laden with win~B. Cowell. 

REC'l'IFICATION. Rectification of 
instrument. 1n English law. 'fa rectify 
is to correct or define somelhing which is 
erroneous or doubtful. Thus, where the par
ties to an agreement have determined to em
body its terms in the appropriate and con
clusive form, but the instrument meant 
to effect this purpose (e. g., a conveyance, 
setLiement, etc.) is, by mutual mi stake. so 
framed as not to express the real intention 
of the parties. an action may be brought in 
the chancery division of the high court to 
have it rectified. SWl.:!et. 

Rectification of boundaries. .An action 
to rectify or ascertain the l>oUl~jaries of two 

adjoining pieces ot land may be brought in 
the chancery division of the high court. rd. 

Rectification of register. The rectifica
tion of a register 18 the process by which a 
pe-rson whose name is wrongly entered on (or 
omitted from) a register may compel the 
keeper of the register to remove (or enter) 
his name. 1d. 

RECTIFIER. As used in the United 
States internal revenue laws. this term is not 
confined to a person who runs spirits through 
chilrcoaJ, hut is applied to anyone who recti
fies or purifies spirits in any l"rlanner what
e\'er, or who makes a mixture ot spirits with 
anything else. and sells it under any name. 
3 BeD. 73. 

RECTITUDO. Right or Justice; legal 
dues; tribute or payment. Cowell. 

RECTO, BREVE DE. A writ at right, 
which was of so high a nature that as other 
writs in re.:'"tl actions were only to recover the 
possession of the land, etc .• in ques tion, this 
aimed to recover the seisin and the property, 
and thereby both the l'ights of possession BDd 
property were tried together. Cowell. 

RECTO DE ADVOCATIONE EC
CLESllE:. A writ which lay at common 
law. where a man had right of advowson of 
a church, and, the parson dy ing, a stranger 
had presented. Fitzh. Nat. Brev. 30. 

RECTO DE CUSTODIA TERR.IE ET 
HlEREDIS. A writ of right at ward olthe 
land and heir. Abolished. 

RECTO DE DOTE. A writ of right at 
dower, which lay for a widow who had .re. 
ceiveci parL of her llo\ver, and demanded the 
residue, against the heir of the husband or 
his guardian. Abolished. See 23 & 24 
Viet. c. 126. § 26. 

RECTO DE DOTE UNDE NIHIL 
HABET. A writ of right of dower whereof 
the widow had nothing, which lay ,,,here her 
deceased husband, hav ing divers lands or 
tenements. bHd assurl.:!d no dower to his 
wife, and she thereby was driven to sue for 
her th irds ag<linst the heir or his guardian. 
Abolished. 

RECTO DE RATIONABILI PARTE. 
A writ of right, of the reasonable part, whicb 
lay between privies in blood; as brotherB in 
gnvelkind, Sisters, and other coparceners, for 
land in fee.simple. Fitzh. Nat. Brev. 9. 

RECTO QUANDO (or QUIA) DOMI
NUS REMISIT CURIAM. A writ o . 
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right, when or because the lord had remItted I 
his court, which lay where lands or tenements 
in the seigniory of any lord were in demand 
by a writ of rigbt. Fitzh. Nat. Brev. 16. 

RECTO SUR DISCLAIMER. An 
abolished writ on disclaimer. 

RE C TOR. In Engli'h law. He that 
bas full possession of a parocbial churcb. 
A fector (or parson) bas. for the most part, 
the whole right to all the ecclesiastical dues 
in his parish; while a meaT has an appropri
ator over him, entitled to the best part oft.he 
profits, to whom the vicar is, in effect, per
petual curate. with a standing salary. 1 Bl. 
Comm. 384.388. 

RECTOR PROVINCllE. Lat. In Ro· 
man law. The governor of a province. 
Cod. 1. 40. 

RECTOR SINECURE. A rector of a 
parish who has not the cureo! souls. 2 Staph. 
Comm.683. 

RECTORIAL TITHES. Great or pre
dial titbe •. 

RECTORY. An enUre parish church, 
with aU its rights, glebes. tithes. and other 
profits whatsoever; otherwise commonly 
called a "benefice. I) 

A reclor1s manse, or parsonage house. 
Spelman. 

RECTUM. Lat. Right ; also a trial or 
accusation. Bract. ; Cowell. 

RECTUM ESSE. To be rig~t in court. 

RECTUM ROGARE. To ask fonight; 
to petition the judge to do rigbt. 

RECTUM, STARE AD. 1'0 stand trial 
or abide by the sentence of the court. 

RECTUS IN CURIA. Right in court. 
The conuition of one who stands at the bar. 
agninst whom no one objecta any offense. 
When a person outlawed has reversed his 
outlawry. 80 that he can have the benefit at 
the law. he is said to be «'rectus in curia ." 
Jacob. 

RECUPERATIO. Lat. In old English 
law. Hecovel'Y; restitution by the sentence 
of a judge of a thing that has been wrong
tully Laken or detained. Co. Lilt. 154a. 

Recuperatio, i. e., ad rem, per injuri .. 
am extortam sive detentam, per senten
tiam judicis restitutio. Co. Litt. 154a. 
Recovery, i. e •• restitution by sentence of a 
judge of a thing wrongfully extorted or de
ta.ined~ 

Recuperatio est alicujus rei in causam, 
alterins adductoo per judicem acqnisitio. 
Co. Litt. 154a. Recovery is the acquisition 
by sentence of a judge of anything brougbt 
into the cause of another. 

RECUPERATORES. In Roman law. 
A species of judges IJrst appointeli. to decide 
controvf'rsips between Roman citizens and 
strangers concerning rights requiring speedy 
renll'd),. but whose jurisdiction was graduaUy 
extended to questions which might be brought 
before ordinary judges. Mackeld. Hom. 
Law, § 204. 

Recurrendum est ad extraordinarium 
quando non valetordinarium. We must 
have recourse to what is extraordinary, when 
what is ordin<1ry fails . 

RECUSANTS. In English law. Per-
80ns who willfully absent themselves from 
their parish church, and on whom penalties 
were imposed by various statutes passed dur
ing the reigns of Elizabeth and James L 
Wharton. 

Thosto' persons who separate from the chUrch 
established by law. Termes de la Ley. The 
term was practically restricted to Roman 
Catholico. 

RECUSATIO TESTIS. Lat. In t~. 

civil law. Rejection of a witness. on tbe
ground of incompetency. Best. Ev. lntrod. 
60, § 60. 

RECUSATION. In t~. civil law. A 
species of exception or plea to the jurisdiction p 

to the effect that the particular judge is dis~ 
qualified from hearing the cause by reaSOD 
of interest or prejudice. Path. Proc. Civile, 
pI. 1. c. 2. § 5. 

The challenge 01" jurors. Code Prac. La. 
arts. 499. 500. An act. of what nature so
ever it may be. by whicb a strange heir. by 
deeds 01' words. declares he wilJ not be heir. 
Dig. 29. 2. 95. 

RED, RAED, or REDE. Sax. Advice; 
counsel. 

RED BOOK OF THE EXCHEQUER. 
An ancient record. wherein are registered 
the holdt'l's of lands per bfl.1·oniam. in the 
tillle of Henry n .. the llum iJe r of hides ot 
Jand in certain cOllnties before the Conquest. 
and tho ceremonies on tho coronation at 
Eleanor, wife of Henry III. Jacob; Cowell. 

RED-HANDED. With tbe marks of 
crime fresh on him. 

RED TAPE. In a derivative sense. or .. 
der carried to fa~t idions excess; syslem rUD 

out into trivial extremes. 55 Ga. 434. 
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N REDDENDO SINGULA SINGULIS. 
By referring each to each; referring each 
phrase or expression to its appropriate object. 
A rule of construction. 

o REDDENDUM.. In conveyancing. 
Rendering; yieldIng. The technical name 
of that clause in a conveyance by which the 
grantor creates or reserves st'me new thing 

P to himself, out of what he had before grant. 
ed; as Il rendeJ'inrl thorefor yearly the sum ot 
ten shillings, or a pepper-corn," etc. That 
clause ill a lease in which a rent is reserved 
to the lessor, anLi which commences with the Q word II yielding. " 2 BI. Comm. 299. 

REDDENS CAUSAM SCIENTIlE. 
Giving the reason of bis knowledge. 

In Scotch praotice. A formal phrase 
R used in depositIOns. preceding the statement 

of the feason of the witness ' knowledge. 2 
How. State Tr. 715. 

Reddere, nil oJiud est quam accep
tum restituere; seu, reddere est quasi 
retro dare, at redditur dicitur a rede
undo, quia. retro it. Co. Litt. 142. To 
render is nothing more than to restore that 
which has been received; or, to render is as 
it were to give buck, and it is called "render
ing" from "returning," because it goes back 
again. 

REDDIDIT SE. He bas rendered hiUl· 
self. 

In old English practice. A term ap
plied to a prinCIpal who had rendered himself 
in discharge of his bail. Holthollse. 

redemption or repurchase: given or held un
der condition! admitting of reacquisition by 
purchase; as, a "redeemable pledge." 

REDEEMABLE RIGHTS. Rights 
which return to the conveyor or disposer of 
land. etc., upon payment of the sum for which 
such rights are granted. Jacob. 

REDELIVERY. A yIelding and d.l!~· 
ering back of a thing. 

REDEMISE. A regrantlng of land d ... 
mised or leased. 

REDEMPTION. A repurchase: a buy
Ing back. The net of a "endor of property in 
buying it back again from the purchaser at 
the same or an enhanced price. 

The right of redemption i8 a.n a.greement or pac
tion, by which tho vendor reseI'Ves to himself the 
power of taking baek the thing Bold by returning 
the price pa.id for it. CIvil Code La.. art. 2567. 

The process or annUlling and reVOking a 
conditional sale of properl;y. by performance 
of the conditions on whicb it was stipulatell 
to be revocable. 

The process of ci:Hlceliing amI aunulling a 
defeasible title to land. such as is created by 
a mortgage or a tax-sale, by payi ng the debt 
or fulfilling the other condltiollS . 

The liberation of a chattel from plf'dge or 
pawn, by paying the debt for which it stood 
as security. 

Repurchase of notes. bUls. or other evi
dences of debt. (particularly bank-notes and 
paper-molley,) by paying their value in coin 
to their holders. 

REDEMPTION, EQUITY OF. Sec 
REDDITARIUS. In old records. A EQUITY OF REDElIlPTION. 

renter: a tenant. Cowell. 

REDDITARIUM. In old records. A 
rental, or rent-roll. Cowell. 

REDDITION. A 5urrrndering or ra
Btoring; <llso a judicial aclmo,,,,ledgment that 
the thing in demand oelongs to the demand
ant. aDd not to the person surrendering. 
Cowell. 

REDEEM. To buy back. To liberate an 
estate or arUcle from mortgage or pledge by 
paying the debt for which it stood as secu
rity. To repurchase in a Utem) sense; as. to 
redee,m onels la.nd from a tax-sale. 

REDEEMABLE. 1. Subject to an obli. 
gation of redemption; embodying, or condi
fi.oned upon. a promise or obligation of re
demption; COll\'(' rtible into coin; :IS. a 4're_ 
deem able currency. " 

2. Sui.Jject to redemptionj admitting of 

REDEMPTION OF LAND· TAX. In 
English law. The payment by the land
oWlier of such a lump sum as shall exempt 
his land from the land-tax. .Mozley &; Whit
ley. 

REDEMPTIONES. In old English law. 
lleavy Ones. Distinguislled from miserico"'
dia, (which see.) 

REDEUNDO. Lat. Returning; in re
turning; while returning. 2 Strange, 91;;5. 

REDEVANQE. In old French and Cana
dian l<l.w. Ducs paya.ble by a tenant to his 
lord. not necessarily in mOlley. 

REDHIBERE. Lat. In tbe civil law. 
To Jlave again; to have back; tocausea sell
er to have again what he had before. 

REDHIBITION. In the civil law . 
The avoidance of a sale 011 account of SOUlf! 
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vice or defect in the thing sold. which ren· 
ders it either absolutely useless or its usa so 
inconvenient and imperfect that it mnst be 
supposed that the buyer would not have pur
chased it bad he known of the vice. Civil 
Code La. art. 2520. 

REDHIBITORY ACTION. In the 
civil law, An action tor redhibition. An 
action to avoid a sale on account of some vice 
or defect in the thing sold. which renders its 
use impOSSible, or so inconvenient and im
perfect that it must be supposed the buyer 
would not have purcbased it had he known 
of the vice. Civil Code La. art. 2520. 

REDHIBITORY DEFECT (or VICE.) 
In the civil Jaw. A defect in an article sold. 
for which the seller Dlay be compelled to take 
it back; a defect against which tile seller is 
bound to warrant. Path. Cont. Sale, no. 
203. 

REDISSEISIN. In old English law. A 
,econd disseisin of n person of the same ten
ements, and by the same disseisor, by whom 
he was before disseised. 3 BI. Comm. 188. 

REDITUS ALBI. White rent; blanche 
farm; rent payable in silver or other money. 

REDITUS ASSISUS. A set or stauding 
rent. 

REDITUS CAPITALES. Chief rent 
paid by freeholders to go quit at all other 
services. 

REDITUS NIGRI. Black rent; bl"cl, 
msil; rent payable in provisions, corn, lnbor. 
etc.; as 'distinguished from "money rent." 
calJed .. reditu.s albi." 

REDITUS QUIETI. Quitrents. (q. v.) 

REDITUS SICCUS. Rent seck, (q. v.) 

REDMANS. Men who. by the tenure or 
custom of their lands, were to ride with or 
for the lord of the manor, about his business. 
Domesday. 

REDOBATORES. In old English law. 
Those that buy stolen cloth amI turn it. into 
lSome other color or fashion that it may not 
be recognized. Redubb~rs. 

RE DBA FT. In commercial law. A 
draft or bill drawn in the place where the 
original bill WBS made payauJe and where it 
went to protest. on the plac" where such 
original bill was drawn. or. when tnere is no 
regular commercilll interconrse reml~ring 

that practicable, then in the next best or 
A.M. DlCT. LA w-64 

most direct practicahle course. ] Bell. 
Comm. i06. 

REDRESS. The receiving satisfactiun 
for an injury sustained. 

REDUBBERS. In criminal law. Those 
who bought stolen cloth and dyed it of an
other color to prevent its being identified 
wAreaociently 80 called. Cowell; 3 lost. 134. 

REDUCE. In Scotch law. 'ro rescind 
or aonul. 

REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM. In 
logiC. The method of disproving an argu
ment by showing that it leads to an absurd 
consequence. 

REDUCTION. In Scotoh law. An 
acUon brought for the purpose of rcscindi ng, 
annUlling, ol"cancelling some bond, contract, 
or other instrument in writing. 1 Foru. 
lnst. pt. 4, pp. 158, 159. 

In French law. Abntement. Wben a 
parent gi ves away, whether by gl ft inter vi'vos 
or by legacy. more than his portion disponi
ble, (q. v .• ) the donee or legatee is required to 
submit to have his gift reduced to the legal 
proporLion. 

REDUCTION EX CAPITE LECTI. 
By the law of Scotland tlle beir in heritage was 
entitled to reduce all voluntary deeds granted 
to his prejudi ce by his predecessor within 
sixty days preceding the predecessor's death; 
provided the maker of the deed. at its dale. 
was laboring uDder the disease of which be 
died. and did not subsequently go to kirk or 
market unsupported. llell. 

REDUCTION IMPROBATION. In 
Scotch law. Olle form of the action of re
duction in which falsehood and forgery are 
alleged against the deed or document sought 
to be set aside. 

REDUCTION INTO POSSESSION. 
The act of exercising the right conferred by 
a chose in action. so as to convert it into a 
chose in possession; thus. a debt is reduced 
i~to possession by payment. Sweet. 

REDUNDANCY. Til is is tbe fault of 
introducing superfluous matter into a legal 
instrument; particularly lhe insertion in a 
pleading of matters foreign, extraneous. and 
irrelevant to that which it is intended to an
swer. 

RE-ENTRY. Tile entering again into 
or resuming possession of premises. Thus 
in leases there is a proviso for re-entry of the 
les80r on the tenant's failure to pay the rent 
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N or perform the covenants contained in the 
lease. and by virtue of sucll proviso the lessor 
may take the premises into bis own hands 
again if the rent b(~ not paid or covenants 

O performed ; and tbis resumption of pos1>ession 
is termed "re-entry." 2 Cruise. Dig. 8; 
Cowell. 

RE-EXAMINATION_ An examina-

P 
UOH of a witness after a cross-examination, 
upon matters arising out of such cross-ex
amination. 

RE-EXCHANGE_ The damages or ex
penses caused by the dishonor and protest of Q 8 bill of excbange in a foreign country, 
where it ,vas payable, and by its return to. 
the place where it was drawn or indorsed, 
and its being there taken up. 

R RE-EXTENT. In EngJi'h practice. A 
second extent made upon lancls or tenements, 
upon complaint made that tlw former extent 
was partially performed. Cowell. 

REEVE. In old English law. A minis
terial officer of justice. His duties seem to 
have combined many of those HOW confided 
to the sheriff or constable and to the justice 
of the peace. He was also called, in Saxon. 
"gerefa." 

REFALO. A. word composed of the three 
initial syllables "re. I' "fa.'1 "lo . ." for "re· 
cOl'daTi facias loquelam," (q. v.) 2 Sell. 
Pro 160. 

REFARE. To bereave, take away, rob. 
Cowell. 

REFECTION. In the civil Jaw. Rep
aration; re-establishment ofa builJing. Dig. 
19, 1. 6. 1. 

REFER. 1. When n case or action in
volves matters of aCCOllnt or "utlwr intr icate 
details which requiTe minute ('xamination , 
and for that reason are not fit to be bro!lgbt 
before a jury, it is usnal to "refer the wllOle 
case, or some part of it. to the rJ ecisiuli of an 
auditor or referee, and ~be caStl is then said 
to be referred. 

Taking this word in its strict, tecbnical use, it 
relates to a mode 01 determining questions which 
is distinguisbed from "arbitration," in that the 
latter word imports submission 01 a. controversy 
without any lawsuit having been brought, while 
"reference'> imports a law8uit pending, and an is-
6U(; framed or question raised wbicb (and not the 
controver:-)y itself) is sent ouL, 'l'hus, arbitration 
Is resorted to instead of any judicial proceeding; 
while refel'ence is ODe mode of decision employed 
ill the course of a judicial proceeding. Aud "ref
erence" is distinguished from I'hearing or trial," 
in that these are the ordinary mod~s 01 deciding 

issues and questions In and by the courts ~ with aid 
of juries when proper; while reference 1s an em
ployment of nOD-judicial persons-individuals not 
integral parts of tbe court-for the decision of 
particular maLtel·S inconvenient to be heard in 
actual court. Abbott. 

2. To point. !'Illude, direct, or make refer~ 
ence to. This is the use of the word in con~ 
veyancing and in literature, where a word or 
sign introduced fOl" the purpose of dil'ect· 
tng the reader's atLention to another place in 
the de!'d, book . document, etc., is said to "re.
fer" him to such other connection. 

REFEREE. In practice. A person to 
whom a cause pending in a/court is referred 
by the court, to tal{e testimony, bear the par
ties, and report thereon to the court. See 
REFER, 

RE FE RE NCE. In contracts. An 
agreement to submit to arbitration; the act 
of parties in sllumitting their controversy to 
chosen referees or arbitrators. 

In practice. The act of sending a cause 
pending in court to a referee for his exam ina· 
tiOll and decision. See REFER. 

In commercial law. The act of sending 
or directing one person to another. for in
formation or ad vice as to the character. solv
ency, standing, etc., of a third person. who " 
desires to open business relations with the 
first, or to obtain credit with him . 

REFERENCE IN CASE OF NEED. 
When a person draws or indorses a bill of 
exchange, he sometimes adds the name of a 
person to whom lt may be presenterJ "in case 
of need;" i. e.) in case it is dishonored by 
tbe original drawee or acceptor. Byles, 
Bills, 261. 

REFERENCE TO RECORD. Under 
the English practice, when an action is com
menced, an entry of it is maLle in the callse
book according to the year , the initial letter 
of the surname of tbe first plaintiff, and the 
place of the action. in numerical order among 
those commenced in the same year. e. g . , 
lI1876, A. 26;" and all subsequent documents 
in the action (SUCII as pleadings and affidavits) 
bear this mark. whieh is called the "reference 
to the record. " Sweet. 

REFERENDARIUS. An omeer by 
whom the onler of causes was laid lJefore the 
Uoman omperor, the deSires of petitioners 
made known. and allswers rel.urued to UlI.!m. 
Vicat, Voe. JUl".; Cal\'in . 

REFERENDARY. In Saxon law. A 
master of requests; an officer to wlJOm peti. 
tions to the king were referred. Spelman. 
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REFERENDO SINGULA SINGU· 
LIS. Lat. H.eferring individual or separate 
words to separate subjectsj makiog a dis· 
tril.Hltive reference of words ill an instru .. 
menti a rule ot construction. 

REFERENDUM. In International law. 
A communication sent by a diplomatic rep
resentative to his home government, in fe· 
gard to matters presented to him which he is 
unable or unwilling to decide without further 
instructions. 

In the modern constitutional law of Switz .. 
erland, the ,·eferendum is a me4hod of sub
mitting an important legislative measure to 
a direct vote of the whole people. See PLE
BISCITE. 

REFORM. To correct, rectify, amend. 
remodel. Instruments inter partes lUay be 
f'eformed , when defective, by a court of 
equity. By this is meant that the court, after 
a!;certaining the real and original intention 
of the parties to a deed 01' other instrument, 
(which intt!otion they failed to sufficiently 
express, through someerrOt, mistake of fact, 
or inad vertence,) will decree that the in· 
etrument be held and construed as if it fully 
and technically expressed that inteution. 

It is to be observed tlJat "reform" is sel· 
dam, if ever, used of the correction of defect. 
ive pleadings, judgments, decrees or other ju· 
dicial proceedings; "amend" being the proper 
term for that use. Again," amend" seems 
to connote t11e idea of improving that which 
may have been well enough before. while 
"reform tl might be considered as properly 
applicable only to something which before 
was quite worthless. 

REFORM ACTS. A name bestowed on 
the statutes 2 Wm. IV. c. 45, and 30 ... ~ 31 
Vict. c. 102, passed to amend the representa
tion of the people in England and 'Vales; 
which introduced extended amendments into 
the system of electing members of the house 
of commons. 

REFORMATION. See REFORM. 

REFORMATORY. This term is of too 
wide and uncertain signification to support 
a bequest for the building of a "boys' re· 
formatory." It includes all places and in. 
stit.utions in which efforts are made either to 
CUltivate the intellect, instruct the COD
science, or improve the conduct; places in 
which persons voluntarily assemble, receive 
mstruction, and submit to discipline, or are 
letained therein for either of these purposes 
by force. 49 Conn. 35. 

REFORMATORY SCHOOLS. In ED. 
glish law. Schools to which convicted juve. 
nile offenders (under sixteen) may be sent by 
order of the court before which tbey arc tried . 
if the offense lJe punishable with penal servi. 
tude or imprisonment. and the sentence be 
to imprisonment for ten days or more. 
'Vharton. 

REFRESHER. In English law. A fllr
tber or additional fee to counsel in a long 
case, which may be, but is Dot necessarily. 
allowed on taxation. 

REFRESHING 'rHE MEMORY. The 
act of a witness who consults his documents, 
memoranda, or oooks, to bring more dis· 
tinctly to his recollection the details of past 
events or transactions. concerning which be 
is testifying. 

REFUND. To repay or restore ; to ra· 
turn money had by one party of another. 

REFUNDING BOND. A bond given 
to an executor by a legatee, upon receiving 
payment of the legacy. conditioned to refund 
the same, or so much of it as may be neces
sary, if the assets prove deficient. 

REFUNDS. In the laws of the United 
States, this term is used to denote sums of 
money received by the government or its otH
cera which, for any cause, are to be refunded 
or restored to the parties paying them i such 
as excessive duties or taxes, duties paid on 
goods destroyed by accident. duties received 
on goods which are re-ex-porled. etc. 

REFUSAL. The ad of one who has, by 
law, a right and power of having or doing 
something of advantage, and declines it. 

REFUTANTIA. In old records. An 
acqUittance or acknowledgment of renounc
ing all future claim, Cowell. 

REG. GEN. An abbreviation of "Regu
la Gene1'alis," a general rule, (of cottrL.) 

REG. Jun. Au auureviation of" R egis
trum Judiciale." the register of judIcial 
WI'its. 

REG. LIB. An abbreviation of fI Reg
ist'rarii Libe1'," the register's bool~ in chan
cery, containing aU decrees, 

REG. ORIG. An 3ubreviation of "Reg
istrum Originale," lhe register of origi nat 
writs. 

REG. P L . An abbreviation of "Regula 
Placitand' ," rule of pleading. . 

REGAL FISH. Whales and sturgeons. 
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REGALE. In old French 1;".. A pay
ment made to the seigneur of a fief, on the 
election of every bishop or other ecdesiastical 
feudatory. corresponding with the relief paid 
by a lay feudatory. Stepli. Lect. 235. 

REGALE EPISCOPORUM. Th. tem
poral rights and privileges of a bishop. 
Cowell. 

P REGALIA seems to be an abbreviation 
of "jura regalia," royal rights. or those 
righls which a king has by virtue of his pre
rogative. lIence owners of counties palatine 
were formerly said to have "j1.t1'a ,'egalia" in 

Q their counties as fully as the king in his pal~ 
ace. 1 BI. Comm. 117. 

Sorue writers divide the royal prerogative 
into majora and min01'a 1'egalia, the former 

R including the regal dignity and power, the 
lalter the revenue or fif;cai prerogatives of 
the crown. 1 Bl. Comm. 117. 

REGALIA FACERE. To do homage 
or fealty to the sovereign by a bishop wilen 
he is invested with the regalia. 

REGALITY. A territorial jurisdiction 
In Scotland conferred by the crown. The 

. lands were said to be given inliberam regali
tatem, and the persons receiving the right 
were termed "lords of regality." Bell. 

REGARD. In old English law. Inspec
tion; supervision. Also 11 reward, fee. or 
perquisite. 

REGARD, COURT OF. III for •• t law. 
A tdbullal held every third year, for the law~ 
Ing or expeditation of dogs. to prevent them 
from chasing deer. Cowell. 

REGARD OF THE FOREST. In old 
English law. The oversight or inspection 
of it, or the office and province of the re
garder, who is to go through the whole for
est, and every bailiwick iu it, before the hold
ing of the sessions of the forest, or justice~ 
scat. to see and inquire aftf'f trcspnsscra, and 
for the survey of tIogs. Mall wood. 

REGARDANT. A term which WitS ap
plied. in feudal law, to a villein annexed to 
a manor, and having c:hul'ge to do all base 
services within tbe same, and to see the 
same freed from all thhlgS that might au~ 
noy his lord. Such a villein refla1'dant was 
thus opposed to a villein en groa, Who was 
trnnsferable by deed from one owner to an~ 
other. Cowell; 2 Bl.Comm, 93. 

REGARDER OF A FOREST. Anan
~ieDt oUlcer of the forest, whose duty it was 

to take a view of the forest bUnts. and to in
quire concerning trespasses, offenses, etc. 
Manwood. 

REGE INCONSULTO. r."t. In En
glish law. A writ issued from the sover
eign to the judges. not to proceed in a cause 
which may prejudice the crown, until ad~ 
vised. Jenk. Cent. 97. 

REGENCY. H.ule; government; king
Ship. The man or body of men intl'lIst(>d 
with the vicarious government of a kingdom 
during the minol'ity, absence, insanity, or 
otho,' disability of lhe king. 

REGENT. A goverllor or ruler. One 
who vicariously administers the govt-'rnment 
of a kingdom, in the name of the king, dur
ing the latter's minority or other disability. 

A. master, governor. director, or slIperin
tendt:nt of a puiJIic institution, particularly 
a COllege or unh·ersity. 

Regia dignitas est indivisibills, et 
qurelibet alia derivativa dignitas est 
similiter indivisibilis. 4 Inst. 243. The 
kingly power is indi visible, and every other 
derivative power is similarly indivisible. 

REGIA VIA. In olu English law. Th& 
royal waYj the killg'S highway. Co. Litt. 
56a. 

REGIAM MAJESTATEM. .A collec
tion of the ancient laws of SCl')tiand. It is 
said to bave been compiled by order of David 
1., king of Scotland, who reigned from A. 
D. 1124 to 1153. Hille, Corn. Law, 27l. 

REGICIDE. The murder of a sovereign; 
also the person wbo commits sllch murder. 

REGIDOR. In Spanish law. One of a 
body, never excee(li l'g twelve, who formed a 
part of the ayuntamiento. The oflice of re
gidor was held for life ; that is to say, during 
the pleasure of the supreme authority. In 
most places ~he office was purchasedj in some 
citiPR, however, they were elected by persons. 
of the district, called "capitulates." 12 Pet. 
442, not •. 

REGIME. In French law. .A system ot 
rules or regnlations . 

REGIME DOTAL. In French law. The 
dot, being the property which the wife brings 
to tl1e husband as her contribution to the 
support of the burdens of the marriage, and 
which may either extend us well to future as 
to present property. or be expressly conl:ined 
to the present property of the wife, is sub
ject to certain regulations which aro SUInUla-
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rlzed tn the phrase "regime dotal." The hus. 
band has lhe eutire administration during 
the marriage; but, as a rule. where the dot 
consists of immovaules. neither the husba.nd 
nor the wife, nor both of them together, can 
either sell or mortgage it. The dot is ret1,lID
abl" upon the dissolution of the marriage, 
whether by death or otherwise. Brown. 

REGIME EN COMMUNAUTE. In 
French law. The community of interests 
between husband and wife which arises up· 
on their marriage. It is either (I) legal or 
(2) conventional, the former existing in the 
absence of any "tlgreemcut" properly so 
called. and arising from a mere declaration of 
community; tbelatter arising from au "agree
ment, II properly 80 called. Drown. 

REGIMIENTO. In Spanl'h law. The 
body of regidores, who never exceeded 
twol ve, forming a part of t.he llluuicipal coun· 
eil, or ayuntamiento, in every capital of a 
jurisdiction. 12 Pet. 442, nole. 

REGINA. The queen. 

REGIO AS SENSU. A writ whereby 
the sovereign gives his assent to the election 
of a bishop. Reg. Orig. 294. 

REGISTER. An officer authorized by law 
to keep a record called a "register" or "reg· 
L~try i" as the register for tile probate of 
wills. 

A book containing a record of facts as they 
occur, kept by public.; authority; a register of 
births, marriages, and burials. 

ItEGISTER OF PATENTS. A book 
of patenu" directed by St. 15 & 16 Vict. 
c. 83, § 34, passed in 1852, to be kept at the 
Bpe~Hkation office, for public use. 2 t;teph. 
Comill. 29, noLe t. 

REGISTER OF smps. A regi,ter 
kept by the collectors of customs, in wbich 
the names, ownership, and other facts reIn· 
ti ye to merchant vessels are required by law 
to t e entered . This register is evidence of 
the nationality and pri vileges of an Ameri
can ship. The certificate of such registra
tion, giv~n by the collector to the owner or 
master of the ship, is also called the "ship's 
register." Hapalje & Lawrence. 

REGISTER OF WRITS. A book pre
lIerved in the English court of chancery. in 
which were entered the various forms of orig
inal and judicial writs. 

REGISTERED VOTERS. In Virginia, 
this term refers to the persons whose names 

, 

are placed upon the registration books pro· 
vided by la w as the sale record or mp.moriaJ 
of the duly qualifi ('d voters of the state. 76 
Va. 719. 

REGISTER'S COURT. In Amedcnn 
law. A. court in the state of Pennsylvania 
which has jurisdiction in matters Of proDate. 

REGISTRANT. One who registers; par· 
ticulaJ'ly, one who registers anything (e. g., 
a trade-mark) for the purpose of securing a 
right or privilege gl'anted by la won condition 
of such registration. 

REGISTRAR. A.n officer who has the 
cllRtody or keeping of a registry or register. 
TlIis word is used in Englandj "register" is 
more common in America. 

REGISTRAR GENERAL. In English 
law. An officer appOinted I;y the crown under 
the great seHI, to whom, subject. tu such reg· 
ulations as shall be made by a principal sec
retary of state, t.he general superintendence 
of the whole system of registration of births. 
deaths, and marriages is j n trusted. 3 St.eph. 
Com Ill . 234. 

REGISTRARIUS. In old English law. 
A notary; a registrar or register. 

REGISTRATION. Itecordlng; l'lsert· 
ing in an official register. 

REGISTRUM BREVIUM. The regi,· 
tor of writs, (q. v.) 

REGISTRY. A register. or book author
ized or recognized by law, }<ept for the record
ing or registration of facts or docllments. 

In commel'cial law. The registration of 
a vessel at the custom-house, for t.he purpose 
of entitling her to t.he full privileges of a 
British or American uuilt vessel. 3 Kent. 
Corum. 139 ; Abb. Sbipp. 58-96. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS. The system 
or organized mode of keeping a public record 
of deeds, mortgages, and olher instruments 
affecting title to real property. 

REGIUS PROFESSOR. A royal pro· 
fessor or reader of lectures fOll nded i Jl the 
universities by the king. Henry VIII. 
founded in each of the un iversities live ))1'0· 

fessorships, viz., of divinity, Greek, IIeurew, 
law, and physic. Cowell. 

REGLAMENTO. In Spanish colonial 
law. A writtf'n instruction given by a com· 
petent authority. without the obsen'ance of 
any peculiar form. Schm. Civil Law. Intl'od. 
93, note. 
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N REGNAL YEARS. Statute. of the Brit-
ish parliament are usually cited by the name 
and )'ear of the sovereign in whose reign they 
were enacted. and the successive years of the o reign of any king or queen are denominated 
the "regnal years . " For con '.'ellience in 
determining the date of statutes so cited, a 
"'fable of British U~gnal Years" is prefixed 
to this volume. 

p 
REGNANT. One baving authority as 

a king; one in the exercise of royal author
ity. 

Q REGNI POPULI. A name given to the 
people of SUfrey and Sussex, and on the sea
coasts of Hampshire. Blount. 

REGNUM ECCLESIASTICUM. The 
R ecclesiastical kingdom. 2 Hale, P. C. 324. 

Regnum non est divisibile. Co. Litt. 
165. 'the kingdom is not divisible. 

REGRANT. In the English law of real 
property, when. after a person bas made 8 

grant, the propert.y granted comes Lack to 
him, (e. (J., by escheat or fOl'feiLl\l"e.) and he 
grants it again, he is said to regrant it. The 
l'hl"flse is chiefly used in the law of copy
hold •. 

REGRATING. In old English law. 
The offense of buying or getting into one's 
hands at a fair or marl,et any provisions, 
corn. or other dead victual, with the intE'u
tion of selling the same again in the same 
fair or market, or in sOlUe other within four 
miles thereof, at a higher price. The offender 
was termed a "l·eg rator." 3 lust. 195. 

REGRESS is used principally iu the 
phrase "free entry. egrvss , and regress" Gut 
it is also used to signify the re-entry of a par
!:Ion who has been disseised of land. Co. 
Lilt. 318b. 

REGULA. Lat. In practice. A. rnle. 
Regula {jenC1'alis, a general rule; a stand
ing rule or order of a court. Frequentlyab
breviated, "Reg. (len. 1/ 

REGULA CATONIANA. Lat. In 
Roman law. The rule of Cato. A rule re
specting the validity of dispusitions by will. 
See Dig. 34, 7. 

Regula est, juris quidem ignorantiam 
cuique no cere, facti vero ignorantiam 
non nocere. Cod. 1. 18, 10. It is a rule, 
that everyone is prejutliced by his igno
rance of law, but not by his ignorance of 
Cact. 

REG U L 1E GENERALES. General 
rules. which the courts promulgate from 
time to time for -the regulation of their prac
tice. 

REGULAR. According to rule; as dis· 
tinguished from that which violates the rule 
or follows no rule. 

According to rule ; as opposed to that 
which constitutes an exception to the rule, 
or is not witbin the rule. 

REGULAR CLERGY. In old English 
law. Monks who liveo. secundum 1"egulas 
(according to the rules) 01' their respective 
110USes or societies were so denominated. in 
contradistint"tion to the parochial clergy, who 
performed their ministry in the world, in 
seoulo, and wllo from thence were called 
"secuJarll clergy. 1 Chit. Bl. 387, note. 

REGULAR DEPOSIT. A strict or 
special deposit; a depo!!it which must be re
turned in lipeaie; i . 6., the thing d\:!posited 
lllust La returned. 

REGULAR ELECTION. A general, 
usual, or stated election. 'Vhen applied to 
elections, the terms "regular" and "general" 
are used interchangeably and synonymously. 
The word "regular" is used in reference to a 
general election occurring throughout the 
state. 45 Mo. 47. 

REGULAR NAVIGATION. In this 
phrase, the word "regular" may be used ill 
contradis tinction to "occasional, II rather 
than to "unlawful," and refer to vessels that, 
alone or with others, constitute lines, and 
not rueI'd)' to sucll as are regular in tIm 
sense of oeing properly documented under 
the laws of tile country to wllicb they be
long. 16 Up. Atty •. Gen. 276. 

REGULAR PROCESS. Such as is is· 
sued according to rule and the prescribed 
practice, or which E"mana.tes. lawfully and in 
a proper case, from a court or magistrate 
possessi ng j 11 dsti iction. 

REGULAR SESSION. An ordinary, 
general, or stated session, (as of a legislative 
Lody,) as uistinguished. from a special or ex
tra. session. 

Regulariter non valet pactum de re 
mea non aUenanda. Co. Lilt. 223. It is 
a rule that a ('olll lmct not to alienate my 
property is not lIinding. 

REGULARS. Those who profess and 
foll ow a ct'riain rule of life, (1'egula,) be
long to a religious order, and observe the 
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tbree approved vows ot poverty I chastity, 
and obedience. Wharton. 

REGULATE. The power to regulate 
commerce, vested in congress, 18 the power 
to prescribe the rules by which it shall be 
governed, that is, the conditions upon which 
it sLall be conducled, to determine when it 
shall be free, and when subject to duties or 
atber exactions. The power also embraces 
within its control all the instrnmentalities by 
which that commerce may be carried on, and 
the means by which it may be aided. and en
couraged. 114 U. S. 203. 5 Sup. Ct. Rep. 
826. 

REGULATION. The act of regulating; 
11 rule or order prescribed for management 
or government; a regulating principle; a 

. pl'ecept. Webster. 

REGULUS. Lat. In Saxon law. A 
title sometimes given to the earl or comel, in 
old charters. Spelman. 

REHABERE FACIAS SEISINAM. 
When a sheriff in the II habere facias sei
sinam." had delivered seisin of more than be 
ought. this judicial writ lay to make him re
sLore seisin of the excess. Reg. Jud.13. 51, 
54. 

REHABILITATE. In Scotch and 
French criminal law. To reinstate a crim
inal in his personal rights which he bas lost 
by a judiciaisentence. Brande. 

REHABILITATION. In French and 
Scotch criminal In w. The reinstatement 
of a criminal in his personal rights whi c:h he 
bas lost by a judicial sentence. Brande. 

In old English law. .A. papal bull or 
brief for re-enabling a spiritual person to ex
ercise his fundion. who was formerly dis
abled; or a restodng to a former ability. 
Cowell. 

REHEARING. In equity practice. A 
second l)(>aring of a cause. for which a party 
who is dissatisfied with tbedecree entel'eo on 
the former hen ring may apply by petition. 
S J31. Comm. 453. 

REI INTERVENTUS. Lat. Things 
intervelling; that is. things done by one of 
the parties to a contract. in the faith of its va
lidity, and with the assent of the other party. 
and which have so affected his situation that 
the other will not be allowed to repudiate his 
obli~ation. although originally it was im
perfect. and he might have rellounced it. 1 
llell. Comm. 3?8. S29. 

Rei turpis nullum mandatum est. 
The mandate or aD immoral thing is Void. 
Dig. 17. 1,6.3. A contract of mandate re· 
qnil'ing an illegal or immoral act to be done 
bas no legal obligation . Story. Bailm. § 158. 

REIF. A robbery. Cowen. 

REIMBURSE. Tbe primary meaning of 
this word is "to pay back." ~3 Pa. St. 264. 
It IDeaDS to make return or restoration of an 
equivalent for something paid, expended. or 
lost; to Jndemnify, or make whole. 

REINSTATE. To place again in a for
mer state. condition, or oflicej to l't'store toa 
state or position from which the object or 
person had been removed. See 15 Ct. C1. 22. 

REINSURANCE. A contract of rein
surance is one by which an insurer procures 
a third person to insure him against loss or 
liability by reilson of such original insurance. 
Civil Code Cal. § 2646. 

Reipublicoo interest vo1untates defunc
toru m effectum sortil'i. It concerns the 
state that. the wills of the dead should have 
their effect. 

REISSUABLE NOTES. Bank·not,.. 
which. after baving been once paid. may 
again be put into circulation. 

REJOIN. In pleading. To answer a 
p1aintiff' s replication in an actiou at law, by 
Borne matter of fact. 

REJOINDER. In common· law plead· 
ing. The second pleading on the part of the 
defendant, being his answer of maLter of 
fact to the plaintiCf's replication. 

REJOINING GRATIS. Rejoining \'01· 

untarily. or without being requirffi to do so 
by a rlLle Lo rejOin. When a def~n.dallt ,vas 
under terms to rejoin gratis. he had to de
liver a rejoinder, without putting tllrl pla.in
tiff to the necessi ty and expense of obtaining 
a rule Lo rejoin. 10 Mees. & ,\V. 12j Lush, 
Pr. 396j Brown. 

Relatio est fictio juris at intenta ad 
unum. Relation is a fiction or la W, and in
tended for one thing. 3 Coke. 28. 

Relatio semper fiat ut valeat diS po
sitio. Reference should always be had in 
such a manner that a dispOSition in a will 
may avail. 6 Coke. 76. 

RELATION. 1. A re1ative or kinsman; 
a persoll con nected by cousungui nity or atlln· 
ity'. 
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2. The connection of two persons, or their 
.situation with respect to each other, who are 
associated, whether by the law, by their own 
agreement. or by kinship. in some soci<~l 

status or union for tlle purposes at dUlliestic 
life; as the relation of guardian and ward. 
husband and wife, master and SCHant. par~ 
ent .md child; BO in the phlase udomestic 
relations. " 

p 3. In tIll' Jaw of contracts, when an act is 
done at one time, and it operate::; upon the 
thing as if done at another thue, it is said to 
do so uy relation; as, if a man deliver a deed 
as an escrow. to be deli verl'u. by the party Q bolding it, to the grantor, on the perCorm
ance of some act. the deli very to the latter 
will have relation back to th!! first delivery. 
TerIlles de la Ley. 

R 4. A recital. account, narralive of factsj 
information given. Thus, suits by quo war
rauto are entitled "on the relation of" a pri
vat.e person, wbo Is called t.he "relator." 
nut in this connection the word seems also 
to involve the idea 0.1.' the suggestion, insti~ 
gation, or instance of the relator. 

5. 1n the civil law. the term "relation" 
was used to designate the report of the facts 
and law in a pending CHse, made by the 
judges lo the emperor, for the purpose of ob
tain ing bis opil1hm on the questions of law 
involved. in the form of an imperial re
Bcript. This proceeding might be resorted to 
In cases where no law seemed applicable, or 
where there were great difficulties in its in
terpretation, until it was abolished by Jus. 
tinian. Nov. 125. 

Relation never defeats collateral acts. 
18 Vin. Abr. 292. 

Relation shall never make good a 
void grant or devise of the party. 1~ 

Vin. Abr. 292. 

RELATIONS. A term which, in its 
widest sense, includes all the ldndl'ed of tbe 
person spoken of. 2 Jarm. 'VilIs, 661. 

RELATIVE. A kinsman: a person can ... 
necled with another by biood or atlinity. 

A person or thing having relation or COil
aectioll with some other person or thing; as, 
relati va rights, relative powers, infra. 

RELATIVE FACT. In the law of evi
-lenl'e. A fact having reliltion to another 
'act; a minor fact; a circumstance. 

RELATIVE POWERS. Those which 
rela te to land j so called to distinguish them 
t'rom lllos ~ which are collateral to it. 

RELATivE RIGHTS. Those rIghts 01 
persons which are incident to them as llleJU
bers of SOCiety, and sLancling in various reo 
lations to each othel'. 1 BI. Comill. 123. 
Those rights of persons in private life which 
arise from the Civil and domestic relations. 
2 Kent, Comm. 1. 

Relative words refer to the next ante· 
cedent, unless the sense be thereby im
paired. :Nay, Max. 4: Wing. Max. 19; 
Broom, Max. 606; Jenk. Cent. 180. 

Relativorum, cognito uno, cogno
scitur et alterum. Cro. Jac. 539. Of rela· 
ti ves. one being known, the other i8 al:w 
known. 

RELATOR. The person upon whose 
complaint, or at whose instance. an informa· 
tion or writ of guo Wa1'1'anto is filed, and 
who is quasi the plaintiff in t.he proceeding. 

RELATRIX. In practit.le. A female re
lator or petit.ioner. 

RELAXARE. In old conveyancing. To 
release. Relax(uJi. relaxasse. have released. 
Litt. § 445. 

RELAXATIO. In old conveynncing . .A 
release; an instrument by which a person re
linquishes to another his right in <lnytl1ing. 

RELAXATION. In old ~cotch practice. 
Letters passing tbe signet by which a debtor 
was relaxed [released] from the horn; that 
is, from person,lt diligence. Bell. 

RELEASE. 1. Liberation, discharge, or 
Betting free from restraint or confinement. 
TlmB. a mun uulawfully impl'isoned may ob
tain. his Telease on habeas corpus. 

2. The relinquishment, concession, or giv
ing up of a right. claim. or privilege, by the 
per!ion in whom it exists or to whom it ac
crues, to the person against whom it might 
hn \'e becn demanded 01' enforced. 

3. The ulmndonment to (01' by) a person 
called as a witness in a suit of his interest 
in the subject-malter of the eontroversYt in 
order to qualify him to testify, under the COill
mon-Ia w rule. 

4. A receipt or certiOcate given by a ward 
to the guardian, on the tinal seltlemE>nt of the 
laUt'r's aceounts, or by any oLher beneficiary 
on the terminali(>u of the trust administra
t ion, relinquishing all and any further rights, 
claims, or demand::!. growing out of the trust 
or incident to it. 

5. In admiralty actions, when a ship. cargo, 
or olher p1'operty bas been arrest~d, lhe ownP.l 
may obtain its release uy giving bail, or p<t) 
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Ing the value of the property Into court. 
Upon this being done he obtains a [(-lease. 
which is a kind of writ under the seal of the 
court. addressed to the marshal, commanding 
him to release the property. Sweet. 

6. In estates. The conveynnce of a man's 
intere'lt or right \\'hich he imtb unto a thing 
tv another that bath the possession thereof or 
soms estate tht'rein. Sbep. Touch. 320. The 
relinquishlllent of Borne right or benefit to a 
person who has already some inter(>st in the 
tenement, and sucll interest as qualifies him 
for receiving or availing himself of the right 
or bene at 80 relinquished. Burt. Real Prop. 
12. 

A conveyance of an ulterior interest in 
lands or tenements to a particular tenant. or 
of an undivided share to a co·tenant. (the re
!easee being in eiLher case in privity o[ estate 
wit.h the releasor,) or of t.he right, to .~ per
Bon wrongfully in possession. 1 SteVh. 
Corum. 479. 

RELEASE BY WAY OF ENLARG
INf"T AN ESTATE. A conveyance of the 
ulterior interest in lands to tbe particular 
tenant; as, if there be tenant for life or years, 
remainder to another in fee, and he in re
mainder releases all his right to the particular 
tenant and bis heirs, this gives him Lile es
tate in fee. 1 Steph. Com Ill . 480 ; 2 Bl. 
Comm.324. 

RELEASE BY WAY OF ENTRY 
A.ND FEOFFMENT. As if lbere be two 
jOint disseisors, and tile disseisee reit'ases Lo 
on ~ ofth~ll1, lie shall be sole seised. and shall 
keep Oul his formercompaniun; which is tbe 
eame m effect as if the disst'isee had entered 
and thereby put an end to I>he diss~isin, and 
afterwards had ellfcoiIed one of tbe disseisol's 
in fe.. 2 BI. Comm. 325. 

RELEASE BY WAY OF EXTIN
GUISHMENT. As if my tenant for life 
mak~s a lease to A. fOl' lif~', remaind er to 13 . 
l\nd llie heirs, and 1 release to A.. •• tbis extm
guishes my right to the reversion, Hnd shall 
inure to the advantage of B.'s remainder, as 
well as of A.'s particulul' estate. 2 ill. 
Comm. 325. 

RELEASE BY WAY OF PASSING 
A RIGHT. As if a man be disseised and 
relcaseth to his disseisor all his right, hereby 
the disseisor acquires a Dew right, which 
Changes the quality of his estate, and renders 
that lawful wuich before was tort ious or 
wrongful. 2 Bl. Comm . 325. 

RELEASE B Y W A Y OF PASSING 
AN ESTATE. As, where one of two co
parceners releases all her right to the other, 
this passes the fee-simple of the whole. 2 
BI. Comm. 324, 325. 

RELEASE TO U SES. Tbecon veyance 
hy R deed of release to one party to the lise 
of another is so termed. 'I'hus, when a con· 
veyance of lands was effected, by those in
struments of assurance termed a lease And re
lease, from A . to n. and his heirs, to the use 
of C. and his heirs , in such case C. at once 
took the who-Ie fee-simple in such lanils; n., 
by the opem,tion of the statute of uses, being 
made a mere conduit-pipe for conveying the 
estate to C. Brown. 

RELEASEE. The penon to whom a re
lease is made. 

RELEASER, or R ELEASOR. The 
maker of a release. 

RELEGATI O. Lat. .A. kind of banish
ment known to the civil law, whicb differed 
from IIdepol'tatio" in leaving to the person 
his rights of citIzenShip. 

RELEGATION. In old English law. 
Banishment for a time only. Co. Litt. 1~13. 

RELEVANCY. As a quality of evidence, 
"relevancy" means applicability to the Issue 
jOined. Relevancy is that which conduce~ 
to the proof of a pI':Jrtinent hypothesis; aper
tinrnt hypothesis being ODe which, if sus
tained. would logically influence the issue. 
Whart . Ev. § 20. 

In Scotch law. the relevancy is the justice 
or suffidcl1cy in law of the allegations of a 
party. .A pl~a to the rel<H'ancy is lberefore 
analogous to tlle dem urfer of the English 
COUl't.s. 

RELEVANT. Applying to the matter 
in question; aITol'ding something to tile pur
pose. 

RELICT. Tbis term is applied to the 
survivor of a pair of married people, whether 
the survivor is ibe husband 01' the wife; it 
means the l'rlict of the united pair, (01' of the 
marriage uuion,) not the relict of the deceased 
individual. 42 Ohio St. 101. 

RELICT,A. VERIFICATIONE. Wb.ro 
a judgment was confessed by cogno'Oit acti.o. 
nem after plea pleaded, and tile plea was with
drawn. it was called a "confession" or "cog. 
novit actionem relicta ve1·ijicatione." Whar~ 
ton. 
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RELICTION. An increase of the land 
by the sudden withdrawal or retrocession ot 
the sea or a river. 

RELIEF. 1. Inteudallaw. ASllmpay· 
able by the new tenant. the duty being inci
dent to every feudal tenure, by way of fine or 
composition with the lord for taking up the 
estate which was' lapsed or fallen in by the 
death of lhe 1ast tenant. At one time the 
amount was arbitrary, but afterwards the re
lief of a knight's fee became fixed at one 
hundred shillings. 2 Bl. Comm. 65. 

2. U H.elief" also means deli verance from 
oppression . wrong. or injustice. In Lllis sense 
it is used as a general designation of the as
sistance. redress. or benefit which a complain
ant seeks at the hands of a court, particularly 
in eqllity. It may be thus used of such rem
edie~ a3 ::!pecific performance, or the reforma
tion or reScission of a contract; but it does 
not seem appropriate to the awardillg of 
money damageij. 

3. '1'11(> assistance or support. pecuniary or 
otherwise, granted to indigent persons by the 
proper aciministrators of the poor-laws, is 
also called" relief." 

RELIEVE. In feudal law, relie\"e is to 
depend; thus. the seigniory of 8 tenant in 
capite relieves ot' tbe crown, meaning Lhat 
tbe tenant holds of the crown. The term is 
not common in English writerij. Sweet. 

RELIGION, OFFENSES AGAINST. 
In English law. Thf>Y are thns enumerated 
by Blackstone: (1) Apostasy: (2) heresy; 
(3) reviling tbe ordinanc('s of the church; 
(4) blasphemy; (5) profane swearing; (6) 
conjuration or witchcraftj (7) religio us im .. 
posturej (8) simony j (9) profanation of the 
Lord's day; (lO) drullkenmlss; (11) lewdness. 
4 Bl. Comm. 43. 

RELIGIOUS. \Vhen religious books or 
re,tding are spoken of, those wbich tend to 
promute the religion taught by the Christian 
dispensatiou must be considered as referred 
to. unless t.he meaning is 50 limited by asso
ciated words or circumstances as to sllow 
that t.he speaker or writer had reference tu 
some oiher mode of worship. 72 Me .. 500. 

RELIGIOUS HOUSES. Placessctapart 
for piolls uses; such as monasteries, churches, 
hospitals, and all oiher places where charity 
was extended to the relief of tIle poor and 
orphans. or for the use or exercise of religion. 

RELIGIOUS IMPOSTORS. In English 
law. Those who falsely pretend an ext raor. 
dinary commission trom hea\'en, ()t'terrify 

and abuse the people with falsedenunciatilma 
of jUdgment; punishable with fine, imprison
ment, aDd infamous corporal punishment. 
4 Broom & H. Comm. 7l. 

RELIGIOUS MEN. Such as entered 
into some monastery or convent. In old 
English deeds, the vendee was often re
strained from aliening to "Jews or religious 
men" h'st tbe hInds should fall into mortmain. 
Heligiolls men were civilly dead. Blount . 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY. A body of 
persons associated together for the purpose 
of maintaining religious worShip. A. church 
and societ.y are of Len uuited in maintaining 
worship, and in sucb cases the SOCiety com
monly uwns the property, and makes the pe
cuniary contract with the minister. But. in 
many instances, societies exist without a 
church, and churcbes without a society. 16 
Gray, 330: 9 Cush. I8~. 

RELIGIOUS USE. See CHARITABLE 
USES. 

RELINQUISHMENT. In practice. A 
forsaking, abandoning, renouncing, or gi v
iog over a right. 

R ELI QUA. Tbe remai nder or debt 
which a person finds himself debtor in upon 
the balancing or liquidation of an account. 
llence reliquary, the debtor of a "eliquaj as 
also a person who only pays piece-meal. Ene. 
Lond. 

R ELI QUE S. Remains; such as the 
iJones, etc., of saints. preserved with great 
veneration as s~LC;rl'd memorials. They ha.ve 
iJeen forbidul'll to be us !;!d or brought ill to 
England. St. 3 Jac. 1. c. 26. 

RELOCATIO. In the civil law. Are· 
newal of a lease on its dett'rmination. It 
may be either express or tacit; ihe lalter is 
when the tenant holds over with the knowl
edge and without objection of the landlord. 
hlackeld. Hom. La w, § 41~. 

RELOCATION. In Scotch law. Are
letting or renewal of a leasej a tacit relo('u
tio1/. is permitLing a tenant to hold over with
out any new agreement. 

REMAINDER. The remnant of an es
tate in land. depenciing upon a parlicular 
prior estate created at the same time and by 
tbe same instru ment, and limited to arise 
immediately on the determination of that es
tate, and not in abridgment of it. 4 Kent, 
Cumm. 197. 

An estato limited to take effect and be eujo;yecl 
aftur another estate is det.ermincd. As, if a man 
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seised in fee-sl.mple grants lands to A.. for twenty 
years, a.nd, after tbe determination of tbe said 
term, tben t.o B. and his heirs forever, here A. is 
tenant for years, remainder to B. in fee. 2 BL 
Comm.l64. 

An estalie in remainder 1.8 one limited to be en
joyed after another estate is determined, or o.t a 
time specified in the future. An estate in rever
sion ietbe res idue of an estate, usually the fee left 
in lobe grantor and bis heirs after the determina
tion of a particular estate which be bas granted 
out of it.. The rights of the reversioner are the 
eame al those of a vested remainder-man in fee, 
Code Ga. 1882, S 2263. 

Remainders are either f)ested or contingent. 
A vested remainder is one limited to a cer
tain person at a certain time, or upon the 
happening of a necessary event. A COD
tingent remainder is one limited too an uncer
tain person, or upon an event which mayor 
may not happen. Code Ga. 1882. § 2265. 

A "vested n remainder, whereby a present inter
est passes to the party, though to be enjoyed in 
future, is wbore the estate is invariably fixed, to re
main to a determinato person, after the particular 
estute is speut. A "contingent" remainder. wbere_ 
by no present interest passes, is where the estate iu 
remainder is limited to take effect, either to a dubi
ous and uncertain person or upon a. dubious a.nd 
uncertain event; 60 that tho parLicular estate may 
cbanco to be determined, and the remainder never 
take effect. 2 BL Comm. 168. 169. 

C r 0 s 8· remainders. Cross-remainders 
arise when Jand is given in undivided shares 
to two persons, A.. and B., for particular os
Lates, in such a manner that. upon the de
termination of the particular estates ill A. . 's 
share. the whole of the land goes to E., and 
tlice versa, t.he remainder-man or reversioner 
not being let in till the det ermination of all 
the partic;ulur estates in hoLh shares. Sweet. 

Remainder to a person not of a capac
ity to take at the time of appointing it, 
is void. Plowd. 27. 

REMAINDER-MAN. One who Is en
titled to the remainder of the estate after a 
particular estate carved out of it has expired. 

REMAND. To remand a prisoner, after 
a preliminary or partial hearing before a court 
or magistrate, is to send him back to custouy. 
to be kept until the hearing is resumed or the 
trial comes on. 

REMANDING A CAUSE. Ueillitting 
or sending it back to the court from which it 
was removed, appealed, or transferred into 
another court, in order that some further ac
tion may be taken upon it in the original 
form . 

REMANENT PRO DEFECTU EMP
TORUM. III practice. The return made 

by the sheriff to a writ of execution when he 
has not been able to sell the property seized, 
that the same remains unsolcl for want of 
buyers. 

REMANENTIA. In old English law. 
A remainder. Spelman . A perpeLuity, or 
perpetual estate. Glall. lib. 7. o. 1. 

REMANET. A remnant; that which 
remains. Thus the causes of which the trial 
18 deferred from one term to another, or from 
one sitting to another, are termed "remar
nets." 1 Archb. Pro 375. 

REMEDIAL. I. Affording a remedy; 
giving the means of obtaining redress. 

2. Of the nature of a remed.\"; intended to 
remedy wrongs or abuses, abate faults. or 
supply derects. 

3. Pertaining to or affecting the remedy. as 
distinguished from that which affects or mort
ifies the right. 

REMEDIAL STATUTE. A statute 
providing a remedy for an injury, 8S distin
guished from a penal statute. A statute giv
ing a party a mode of remedy for a wrong, 
where be had none, or a different one, before. 
1 Chit. m. 86. 87. notes. 

Remedial statutes are those which are made 
to supply such defects. <lnd abridge such 
superfluities, in the common h~w. as arise 
either from the general imperfection of all 
human laws. from cbange of time and cir
Cllmstances, from tile mistakes and unadvised 
determina.tions of unlearned (or even learned) 
judges, or from any other cause whatsoever. 
1 m. COIDID. 86. 

Remedies for rights are ever favor
ably extended. 18 Vin. Abr. 521. 

REMEDY. Remedy is the means by 
which the violation of a right is prevented, 
redressed, or compensated. HemeLlies are of 
four kinds: (1) By act of the party injured. 
the principal of which are defense. recaption, 
distress, entry. abatement, and seizure; (2) 
by operation or law, as 1n the case or retainer 
and remitlp.r; (3) by agreement between the 
parties, e. g" 1>yaccord and satisfaction and 
arbitration; and (4) by judicial remedy, 
e. g .• actioll or suit. Sweet. 

.Also a certain allowance to the master of 
the mint, for deviation from the standard 
weight and fineness of coins. Ene. Lond. 

REMEDY OVER. .A person who is 
primarily liaole or responsible. but wilo, in 
turn. can {h'tnand indemnification from 
anoLher, who is responsible to him. is said La. 
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N have a "remedy over." For example, a 
city. being compelled to pay for injuries 
oR-used by a defect in the highway, has it. 
"remedy over" against the person whose act o or negligence caused the defect, and such 
person is said to be uliable over" to the city. 
2 Black, Judgm. § 575. 

REMEMBRANCER. The remembr.n-

P car of the cit.y ot London is pa'rliam6ntary 
solicitor to the corporation, and is bound to 
attend all courts of aldermen and common 
council when required. Pull. Laws & Cuat. 
Lond.122. 

~ REMEMBRANCERS. In English law. 
Officers of the exchequer, whose duty it is to 
pllt in remelllbl'1lnce the lord treasurer and 
the justices of that court of 8uch things as 

l) are to be called and dealt in for the benefit of 
rl the crOWD. Jacob. 

REMERE. In French law. Redemption; 
right of redemption. A sale a rtmtire is a 
species of conditional sale with right of re-
p\ll'cha.se. An agreement by which the ven
dor reserves to himself the right to take back 
the thing sold on restoring the price paid, 
with costs and interest. Duverger. 

REMISE. To remit or give lip. Alorm
al word in deed:=! of release and quitclaim. 
Litt. § 445; Co. LiLt. 264b. 

REMISE DE LA DETTE. In French 
law. The release of a debt. 

REMISSION. In the civil law. Are· 
lease of a debt. It is contentiunal, when it 
is expressly granted to the debtor by a cred
itor having a capacity to alienate; or tacit. 
when the creditor voluntarily surrenders to 
his debtor the original title, under private 
Signature constituting the obligalion. Civil 
Code La. art. 2195. 

"Remission" IlIso means forgiveness or 
condonation of an otl'ense or injury. 

At common law. The act by which a 
forfeiture or penalty is forgiven. 10 'Vheat. 
246. 

Remiss1us imperanti melius paretur. 
8 lnst. 233. A man commanding not Loa 
st.rictly is better Obeyed. 

REMISSNESS. This term imports the 
dOing of the act in question in a tardy. neg
ligent, or careless manner; but it does not 
apply to the entire omission or forbearance of 
the act. 6 Abb. Pro (N. S.) 423. 

REMIT. '1'0 send or transmiti as to ?'e

mit money. 

To give UPi to annul; to relinqnish; as to 
remit a fine. 

REMITMENT. The act of sending back 
to custody; an annulment. 'VlJartoll. 

REMITTANCE. Money sent by one per. 
!On to anothet, either in specie, bill of CX~ 
change, check, or otherwise. 

REMITTEE. .A. person to whom a re-
tnitlance is made. Story, Bailm. § 75. 

REMITTER. Tbe relation back of. hlter 
defective title to an earlier valid title. Re
mitter is where he who has I he true property 
or :jus pTop?'ietatis in lands, but is out of 
possession thereof, and has no right to enter 
without recovering possession in an aclion, 
has afterwards the freehold cast upon him by 
sorue su bseq uent and of course defecti ve tiLle. 
In this case he is 'remitted. or sent back l1y 
opt:ration of law. to his ancient and more eel'. 
tain title. Tile right of entry which he bas 
gained by a bad title shall be ipso facto an. 
nexed to his own inherent good onej and bis 
defeasible estate sllaH be utterly defeated and 
annulled by the instantaneous act of law, 
without his parlicipation or consent. 3 Bl. 
Corum . 19. 

REMITTIT DAMNA. Lat. An entry 
on the record, by wllich the plaintiff declares 
that he remits II part of the dumuges whicll 
Lave been awarded him. 

REMITTITUR DAMNA. Lot. In 
practice, An ent.ry made on record, incases 
where a jury has given greater damages th.m 
a plaintiff has declared for, remittillg the ex
cess. 2 Tidd, Pr. 896. 

REMITTITUR OF RECORD. The 
returning or sending back by a cOllrt of ap
peal of the record and proceedings in a cause, 
uftel' its decision thereon, to the court whellce 
the appeal ('arne, in order t.hat the cause may 
be tried nnew, (where it is so orden~d.) or 
that jUdgment may be entered lD accurdance 
with the decision on apI'e.\1. or execlltion lie 
issued, or any other necessary action be taken 
in tbe court lIelow. 

REMITTOR. .A. person who makes a re
mittance to another. 

REM 0 N S T RANCE. Expostulation; 
showing of reasons against something pro
posedj a representation made to a court. Ill' 

legislat.ive body wherein certain persons unite 
in urging that a contcmplilted meaSure 1.16 
not adopted or passed. 
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REMOTE. Dama!!c is said to be too re~ 
mote to be actiona.ble '~'hen it is not Lhe legal 
and naLu ral conseq nence of the act com
plained of. 

REMOTENESS. Want of close connec· 
tion uetween a wrong and the iujury. as 
cause and effect. whereuy the party injured 
cannot claim compensation from the wrong
doer. ' Vharlou. 

REMOTENESS OF EVIDENCE. 
When the fact or facts proposed to be estab
lished as a fOllndalion from which indirect 
('vidence may bf' drawn, by way of inference, 
have not a visIble. plain, or necessary con
neclion with the proposition eventually to 
be proved, such evidence is rejeeted for" re
moteness, 11 See 2 Wllart. Ev. § 1226. note. 

Remota impedimento, emel'git actio. 
The impediment ueing removed. the action 
ri ses. " Then a bar to an actiun is rt~movl'd. 
the action rises up into its original etlicacy. 
Shep. Touch. 150; Wing. 20. 

REMOVAL FROM OFFICE. The act 
of a persou or body. having lawful authority 
thereto, in depriving oneuf an office to which 
be wae appoinLed or elected. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES. The t .. ns
fer of a cause from one court to another j 
commonly ueed of the transfer of the juris
diction and cognizance of au action COlD· 

mf-'Ilced but not linally determined , with 1\11 
furLhel' proct!edings therein, from oue trial 
court to another trial court. More particu
larly, the transfer of a cause, before trial or 
final hearing thereof. from a statl;' COl1l't to tho 
United States circlLit court. under the acls of 
congress in that behalf. 

REMOVAL OF PAUPER. Tileactunl 
transfer of a pauper, by order of a court 
having jurisdiction, from a poor district in 
whieh be bas no settlement, but upon whieh 
he has become a charge, Lo the district of bis 
domicile or settlement. 

REMOVAL, ORDER OF. 1. An order 
of court directing Lhe remova1 of a pauper 
from the poor district upon which he has 
illegally become n. charge to the district in 
which he has his settlement. 

2. An order made by the court a quo. di· 
reeting the transfer of 1\ cause therein de
pending, with all futuro proceediugs in such 
(:aLlse, to another court. 

REMOVER. I n practice. A transfer 
of;l suit or cause out of one court into an-

other. which 18 efiected by writ of error, 
ce1'tio1'ari, and tho like. 11 CoIte, 41. 

REMUNERATION. Reward; recom
penso; salary. Dig, 17, 1. 7. 

The word "remuuel'ation" means a qu!d VTO qltt). 
Il a man gives bis services, whatever considera
tion he gets for giving bis services seems to me 8 
remulleration tor them_ Consequently, I think, if 
a person was in the receipt of a. payment, or in the 
receipt ot 0. percentage, or any kind of payment 
which would not. be an actual monoy pa.yment, the 
amount. he would receive annually in respect oC 
this would be "remuneration." 1 Q_ B, Viv_ 063, 
664. 

RENANT, or RENIANT. In old En
glish law. Denying. 32 Uen. YIll. c.2. 

RENCOUNTER. A snrld{,11 meeting; 
HS 0ppost'd to a duel. which is deliberate. 

RENDER, "D . In practice. '1'0 give up: 
to yield; to return : to surrender. A1so to 
payor perform; useli of rents, services. and 
the lilec. 

RENDER, n. In feudal law, "render" 
was used in connection with rents and her
iots. Goods snbject to rent or herioL-spr\'
ice were said to lie in 1-e'12der, when the IOJ'd 
might not only seize the identical goods, but 
might also distrain for them . CowelJ. 

RENDEZVOUS. ]'r. A place appoillt· 
ed for meeting. Especially used of pJace-l 
appointed for the assf.' mi>Jing of troops, the 
coming together of the ~hiJls of a fieet, or Lhe 
meeting of vessels and Lheir convoy. 

RENEGADE , One who has changeLi. his 
profession of faith or opinion; one who has 
desOl'Led his church or party. 

RENEWAL. The act of renewing or r('
vlvmg, The substitution of a new grant. 
engagement, or l'ight, in place of olle which 
has expired. of the samE" character anrl aD the 
samfo> terms ami condilions as before ; as, the 
renewal of a note, a leilse, a paLent. 

RENOUNCE. To reject; cast 01I; r .. 
pndiatej disl;luilll; forsake; abandon; divl;'st 
one's self of a rigllt. power, or privih-ge. 
Usually it implies an ailil"lllativc act of uis
claimer or disavowal. 

RENOUNCING PROBATE. In EII
glish prHctice. Hefusing to take upon one's 
self the office of executor or executrix. He
fusing La take Ollt probate under a will where-. 
in olle hns heen appointed executor or exec. 
utrix. IIolthouse. 

RENOV ARE. Lat. In old English law. 
To rellew . Annuatim ,'e?10'Dare. to renew 
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N annu<111y. A phrase applied to profits which 
are taken and the product renewed again. 
Amb.lal. 

RENT. At common law. A certain o profit issuing yearly out of lands and tene
ments corporea:1; a species of incorporeal 
hereditament. 2 HI. Comm. 41. A com
pensation or return yidded periollically. to a 

p certain amouot, out of tbe profits of some 
corporeal hereditaments. by the tenant there
of. 2 Steph . Comm. 23. A certain yearly 
profit in money. provisions, chattels, Of la~ 

bOf. issuing out. of lands aud tenements. in 
Q r etribution for the I1se. 3 Kent., Cornm. 460. 

The compensation. either in money, pro
visions, chattels. or labor. received by the 
owner of the soil from the occupant thereof. 
Jaclc & G. LandI. & ·.ren. § 38. 

R .A fee-farm rent is onc issuing out of an 
estate in fee. of at leasL one-fourth of the 
value of tl1t~ lands. aUhe time of its reservs-
tion. 

See. also. GROUND-RENT: RAOK-RENT. 

In Louisiana. The contract of rent of 
lands is a contract by which onc of the par
ties conveys and cedes to the other a tract of 
land. or any other immovable property. and 
stipulates that the latter sllall hOld it a8 
owner, but reserving to the former an annual 
rent of a cedain sum of money, or of a cer
tain quantity of fruits, which the other party 
binds himself to pay him. It is of the es
sellce of this can veyanctl that it be made in 
perpetuity. If it be made for a limited time, 
it is a lease. Civil Code La. arts. 2779, 2780. 

RENT-CHARGE. This ariMes where 
tbe owner of the rent has no future interest 
or reversion in the lanl.!. It is usually cre
ated by deed or will. and is accompanied with 
powers of distress and entry. 

Bent must be reserved to him from 
whom the state of the land moveth. 
Co. Litt. 143. 

RENT-ROLL. A l!stof rerit. payable to 
a particular person or public body. 

RENT SECK. Barren rent; a rent re
served by deed. but without any clause of 
distress. 2 Bl. Comm. 42i 3 Kent, Comm. 
461. 

RENT-SERVICE. This consistel1 of 
fealty. together with a certain rent. and was 
the only kind of rent originally known to the 
common law . It was so called bf'l:ause it 
was gi ven as a compensation for the services 

to wl11ch the land was originally liable. 
Brown. 

RENTAGE. Rent. 

RENTAL. (Said to be corrupted from 
urenlwroll.") In English law. A roll on 
which the rents of a manor are registered or 
set down, and by which the lord'! bailiff col
lects the same. It contains the lands and 
tenements let to each tenant, the names of 
the tenants, and other particulars. Cun
ningham i Holthouse. 

RENTAL BOLLS. In Scotch law. 
When the tithes {tiends} have been liqUidated 
and settled for ISO many bolls of COI'D ye;U'ly. 
Ben. 

RENTAL-RIGHTS. In English law. 
A. species of lease usually granted &t a low 
rent and for life. Tenants under such leases 
were called "rentalcrs" or "kindly tenants," 

RENTE. In French law. Rents is the 
annual return which represents the revenue 
of a ca.pital or of an immovable alienated. 
The constitution of nnte is a. contract by 
which one of the parties lends to the other a 
capital which he agrees not to recall, in con
sideration of the borrower's paying an an
nual interest. It is this interest which is 
called "rente." Duverger. The word ·is 
therefore nearly synonymous with the En
glish "annuity." 

II llentes." is tbe term applied to the 
French governm(>ut funds, and "rentier" to 
a fund holder or other pel·son having an in
cOllle from personal property. Wharton. 

Rl>:NTE FONCIERE. In French law. 
A rent which issues out of land. and it. is of 
its essence that it be perpetual, for. if it be 
made but for a limited time, it is a !ease. It 
may, however. be extinguished. Civil Code 
La. art. 2780. 

RENTE VIAGERE. In French law 
Tilat species of rente, the dnraLion of which 
depends upon the contingency of the dea.th of 
one or marc persons indicated in the COIl

tract. The uncertainty of the time at which 
such death may happen causes the rente via
gl,re to be included in the number of aleatory 
contracts. Duverger. It is an annuity 
for life. Civil Code La. art. 2764. 

RENTS, ISSUES, AND PROFITS 
more commonly signify in the books a chat
tel real interest in land; a kind of estate 
growing out of the land. for life or years, 
producing :In annual or other rent. 26 Yt. 
746. 
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RENTS OF ASSIZE. Tbo certaIn and I 
1etermined rents of the freeh olders and an
cient copyholc\ers of manors are callpd II rents 
of assize." apparently because they were as
sized 01' made certain, and so distinguished 
from a 1"edditus mobilis, which was a vari
able or fluctuating rent. 3 Cruise, Dig. 314; 
BrowD. 

RENTS RESOLUTE. Renls anciently 
payable to the crown from the lands of ab
beys and religious houses; and after their 
dissolution, notwithstanding that the lands 
were demised to others, yet the rents wt!!e 
still reserved and made payable again to the 
crown. Cowell. 

RENUNCIATION. The act ot gIving 
up 8 right. See RENOUNOE. 

REO ABSENTE. Lat. The delendant 
being absent; in the absence of the defendant . 

REPAIRS. Restoration to 8oundnpss ; 
supply of loss; reparation; work done to an 
estate to keep it in good order. 

uRepair" means to restore to its form er con
dition; not to change either the form or rua
terial 01 a building. 63 Pa. St. 162. 

REPARATION. The redress ot an in
jury; amend a for a wrong inflicted. 

REPARATIONE FACIENDA. For 
making repairs. The name of an old writ 
which lay in various cases; as if, for instance, 
there were three tenants in common of a mill 
or house wbich hall fallen into decay, and 
one of tile three was willing to repa ir it, and 
the other two Dot; in such case the party 
who was willing to repair might have this 
writ against tlleothers. Cowell; Fitzh. Nat. 
Brev.127. 

REPATRIATION takes place when a 
person who bas been expatriated rega ins his 
nationality. 

REPEAL. The abrogation or annulling 
of a previously ex isting law by the enact
ment of a subseq uent st atute which declan·s 
that the former law slH\1l be revoked and 
abrogat('d. (which is called " express" repeal,) 
or which contains pfl)vis ioll s so contrary to 
or irreconcilable with those of the earl ier law 
tbat only one of the two statutes can stand 
in force, (called" implied II repeal.) 

Repellitur a sacramento infamia. An 
infamous person ib repelled or prevented from 
taldng an oaLh. Co. Litt. 158; Bract. fol.IS5. 

Repellitur exceptione cedendarum ac
t:.ionum. H~ is defeated by tbe plea that 

the act!ons have bMn assigned. I Johns. Cb. 
409.414. 

REPERTORY. In French law. The 
inventory or minutes which nolaries make of 
all contracts which take place before them. 
Merl. Repert. 

REPETITION. In the civil law. A 
demand or action tor the restoration of 
money paid under mistake. ur goods deliv
ered by mistake or on an unperformed can .. 
dition. Dig. 12, 6. See SOLUTIO INDEBITI. 

In Scotch law. The act of reading over 
a witness' depOSition, in order that he may 
adhere to it or correct it at hia choice. The 
same as recolement (g. 1).) in the French law. 
2 Benth. Jud. Ev. 239. 

REPETITUM NAMIUM. A repeated. 
second, or reCiprocal distress; withernam. 
3 Bl. Comm. 148. 

REPETUNDlE, or PECUNIlE REPE
TUNDlE. In Roman law. The terms used 
to desIgnate Buch sums of money as the socit 
of the Roman state, or indivilluals. claimed 
to recover from magistratus, judices , or pub
lici curatores, which they had improperly 
taken or received in the prOVincia, or in the 
u/rbs B oma. eithnl' in the discharge of their 
juris(lictio, or in their capacity of judices, or 
in respect of any other public function . 
Sometimes the word " repetundu:" was usetl 
to express the illegal act for which compen
sation was sought. 'Vharton. 

REPETUNDARUM CRIMEN. In Ro
man law. The crime of bribery or extortion 
in a magistrate, or person in any public of. 
fice. Calvin. 

REPLEAD. To plead anew j to file new 
pleadings. 

REPLEADER. When, after issue has 
been joilH.'u in an action, and a verdict given 
thereon, the pleading is found (on examina
tion) to have miscarried and fail ed to effect 
its proper object, viz., of raising an apt and 
material quest ion between tIle parties , Lile 
court will, on motion of the unsuccessful 
party, award a 1'epleaderj that is, will order 
the parLies to plead de novo for Lhe purpose 
of obtaining a better issue. Brown. 

Judgment of replead~r d iffers f rom a judgment. 
non obsLan te'Vered iclo, in this: that i t is allowed 
by tho court to do justice between the pa.rties 
where tho defect is in the form or manner of stat,.. 
ing the rig ht, and the issue joined is on an imma
terial point, so that it cannot tell for whom to give 
judgment j while judgment n on obstante is given 
only where i t is clearly apparent to the COUI·t thai 
the party who has succeeded has, upon }jis own 
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N .hOW1ng. no merits, and cannot bave by any man
.or ot statement.. 1 Chit.. PL 687, 688. 

REPLEGIARE. To replevy; to redeom 
a thing detained or taken by another by put-o ting in legal sureties. 

REPLEGIARE DE AVERIIS. Inold 
English practice. Replevin of caUle. A 
writ bronght by ODe whose cattle were dis-

p trained . or put in the pound, upon any 
cause by another. l1P~Jl snrety given to the 
sheriff to prosecute or answer tile action in 
law. Cowell. 

Q REPLEGIARI FACIAS. You calise 
to be replevied. In old English law. The 
original writ in the action of replevin; 8U -

R 

perseded by the statute of .MarllJridge, c. 21. 
3 BI. Comm. 146. 

R.EPLETION. In canon law. Where 
the revenue of a benefice is sufficient to fill 
or occupy tlle whole right or tiLle of the 
graduate who holds it. Wharton. 

REPLEVIABLE, or REPLEVIS
ABLE. Property is said to be repleviable 
or replevisable when proceedings in replevin 
may be resorted to for the purpose of trying 
the right to such property. 

REPLEVIN. A. personal netion @ dc
lido brought to recover possession of goods 
unlawfully taken, (generally, but not only, 
applicable to the taking o[ goods distrained 
for rent,) the validity of which taking it is 
the mode of contesting. if the party from 
whom the goods were taken wishes to have 
them back in specie, whereas, if he prer~r to 
have damages insteau, lhe valldity may be 
contested by aclion of trespass 01' unlawful 
distress. The woru mt'ans a redelivery to 
the owner of the pledge or thing taken in 
distress. Wharton. 

REPLEVISH. In old English law. To 
let ono to mainprise upon surety. Cowen. 

REPLEVISOR. The plainLilf in an ac
tion of replevin. 

REPLEVY. This word, as used in ref- . 
erence to the action o[ replevin, signifies to 
redeliver goolls which have been distrained, 
to the original possessor of thrill, on his 
pledging or giving security to prosecute an 
action against the distrainor for the purpose 
of trying the legality of the distress. It hilS 
also bf'en used to signify the bailing or liber
ating a man frOID prison on his finding bail 
to (lnswrr for bis forthcoming at a future 
lime. Drown. 

REPLIANT, or REPLJ:CANT. A litl· 
gant who replies or files or delivers a. repli. 
cation. 

REPLICARE. Lat. In the civil IlIw 
and old English plea~ing. To reply; to an· 
swer a defendant's plea. 

REPLICATIO. Lat. In the civil lalV 
and old English pleading. The plaint.iff's 
answer to the defendant's exception or plea; 
corresponding with and giving name to tbe 
replication in modern ph:ading. lust. 4. 
14, pro 

REPLICATION. In pleading. Are. 
ply mnde by tbe plaintiff in an action to the 
defendant's plea, or in a suit in chancery to 
the defeudant's answer. 

REPLY. In its general sense, a reply is 
what the plaintiff, petItioner, or otber per
son who bas instituted a proceeding says in 
answer to the defendant's case. Sweet. 

On trial or argument. When a case is 
tried or argued in court. the speech or argu· 
mcnt of the plaintiff in answer to that of tha 
defendant is c!\l1ed his "reply." 

Under the practice of the chancery and 
common-law courts, to reply is to file or de
jiveI' a replicHtion. (q. tl.) 

Under codtl:i of reformed procedure, Ill'e

ply" is very glilnerally the name of the plead
ing which corresponds to "replication" in 
cOIDmon-la.w or equit.x practice. 

REPONE. In Scotch practice. To re
place; to resLore to a former state or right. 
~ Alis. Crim. Pro 351. 

REPORT. An official or formal state
ment of facts or proceedings. 

In practice. The formnl statement in 
writing made to a court by a master tn chan
cery, a clerk, or referee, us tI'e res ult of hie 
inquiries into some matter referred to him by 
tbe court. 

Tho name is also applied (usually in th& 
plural) to the published volumes, appearing 
periodically, containing accounts of the va
rious cast's argued and de ermined in the 
courts, with the decisions thereon. 

Lord Coke defines "report" to be "0. public rela· 
tion, or a bringing again to memory cases judicial· 
ly a.rgued, debated, resolved, or adjudged in any oj 
tbe king's courts or jusLice, t')gcther with such 
causes und re3S00S as were uolivered by the 
judges of tbe same. nco. Litt. '?93. 

REPORT OF COMMI'I TEE. The reo 
port of a Iegislati ve com mitt .e is that com· 
munication which the chairman of the com· 
mittee makeij to the bouse at the close of til' 
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investigation upon which it bas been engaged. 
Brown. 

REPORT OFFICE. A department of 
the English court or chancery. The suitors' 
account there is discontinued by tbe 15 & 16 
Vict. c. 87. § 36. 

REPORTER. A person who reports the 
decisions upo~quE'stions of law in the cases 
adjudged in the several courts of law and 
equity. \Vhartoo. 

REPORTS, THE. The name given, par 
e:;r,cellenee. to Lord Coke's Reports, from 14 
Eliz. to 13 Jac. 1., which are cited as "Hep." 
or "Coke." They are divided into thirteen 
parts, and the modern editions are in six 
volumes, including the index. 

REPOSITION OF THE FOREST. In 
old English law. An Hct whereby certain 
forest grounds, being made pUl'lieu upon 
view, were by a spcond view laid to tile for
est again, put back into tbe forest. M'lll~ 

wood; Cowell. 

REPOSITORIUM. A storehouse or place 
wherein things are kept: a warehouse. Cro. 
Car. 555. 

REPRESENT. To exhiuit; to expose 
before the eyes. To represent a thing i.s :0 
produce it publicly. Dig. 10,4,2,3. 

To represent a person is to stand in his 
plMe; to supply his place ; to act as bis sub
stitute. 

REPRESENTATION. In contracts. 
A statement made by one of two contracting 
parties to the other, before 01' at the time of 
making the contract, in regard to some fact, 
circumstance. or state of facts pertinent to 
the contract, which i~ influential in bringing 
about the agreement. 

In insurance. A collateral statement, 
either by writing not inserted 'in the poliey 
or by parol;of such facts or circumstallces, 
relati\'e to the proposed adventure, as are 
necessary to be communicated to the under
writers, to enable them to form a just esti
mate of the risks. 1 Marsh. Ins. 450. 

The ullpgation of any f.l.Cls. by the appli. 
cant La the insurer, or vice VC1·sa. prelimina~ 
ry to making the contract. and directly uear
ing upon it, baving a plain and evident tend
ency tQ induce the making of the policy. 
The statements mayor may not be in writ
ing, and may be either express or by obvious 
implication 11 Cush . 324; 12 Md. 348. 

In relation to the contract of insurance, thera is 
'tn important distinction between a. representation 
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and a warranty. The former, which ",recedes the 
contract of insurance. and is no part of it. need be 
only materially true; the latter is a part of the con
tract, aud must be exactly nud literally fulfilled. 
or else the contract is broken and inopfjrati\'6. 21 
CODn. 19. 

In the law of distribution Rnd de
scent. The principle upon which the issue 
of a deceased person take or inherit the share 
of an estate which their immediate ancestor 
would have t(lken or inherited. if living; the 
taking or inheriting pe1' Sti1'Pes. 2 Bl. Comm. 
217. 517. 

In Scotch law. The uame of a plt"a or 
statement presented to a lord ordinrtry of the 
court of session, when bis judgment hi 
brought under review . 

REPRESENTATION OF PERSONS 
A fiction of the law, the effect of which is t(' 
put the r~!) J .esentative In the place, degree, 
or right of the person represented. Civil 
Code La. art. i:i94. 

REPRESENT ATIVE. Representation 
is the act of one person representing or stand
ing in Lhe place of anotherj and he who so 
represents or stands in tile place of another 
is termed his "represent.ative." Thus. an 
heir is the representative of the ancestor, 
and an ext-cutor is the represantati ve of the 
testator, the heir standing in the place of his 
deceased ancestor with respect to his realty. 
the executor standing in the place of his de
ceased testator with respect to his personal
ty: and hence the beir is freqllenLly dellom 
inated the "real" representative, and the 
executor the "personal JJ representative. 
Brown: 39 Barb. 516: 2 Stepil. Comlll. 24tl. 

In constitutional law, representatives /tl't:J 

those persons cho:;en by the people to repre
sent their several interests in a legislative 
body. 

REPRESENTATIVE ACTION OR 
SUIT. A representative action or suit is 
one brought by a member of a class of per
sons on behalf of himself and the otht:H mem 
bel'S of the class. In tile proceedings before 
judgment the plaintiff is, as a rule. domimls 
litis, (q. v .• ) and may disconLinueorcompro
mise the action as be pleases. Sweet. 

REPRESENT A TIVE DEMOCRACY. 
.A form of government where the powers of 
the sovereignty are delegated to a body ot 
men, eleetpd from time to time, who exereis~ 
them for the benefit of tbe whole naLion. 1 
Bouv. Inst. 110. 31. 

REPRESENTATIVE PEERS. Those 
who, at the commencement of every new 
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N parliament, Bre elected to represent Scot1and 
and Ireland in the J3l'itish house of lords; 
sixteen for the former and twenty-eight for 
the latter conntry. Brown. 

o REPRIEVE. In criminal law. The 
withdrawing of a sentence of death foran in
terV:ll of time, whereby the execution is sus
pended. 4 BI. Comm. 394. 

P REPRIMAND. A public and formal 
censure or severe reproof, administered to a 
person in fault uy his superior officer or by 8 
body to which be belongs. 'rhus, a member 
of a legislative body may be reprimanded by 

Q the presiding officer, in pursuance of a vote of 
censun', for improper conduct in the house. 
So a military omcer, in some cases, is pun
ished by a reprimand administered by his 

R commanding officer, or by the secretary of 
war. 

REPRISALS. The forcibly taking a 
thing by one nation which belonged to an· 
othor. in return or satisfaction for 'sn injury 
committed by the latter on the former. Vat
t el. b. 2. c. 18. s. 342. 

REPRISES. In English law. Dedllc
tions and duties 'which are yearly paid outof 
a manor and h~nds, as rent-charge, rent seck, 
pensions. corrodies, annuities, etc .• so that. 
when the clear yearly value of a manor is 
spoken of. it is said to beso much per annum 
ultra rep1'isas,-besides all '1'ep1'is6S. Cow
ell. 

Reprobata pecunia liberat solventem. 
Money refused [the refusal of money ten
dered] releases him who pays, [or tenders it., 
9 Coke. 79a. 

REPROBATION. In ecclesiastical law. 
The interposition of objections or eXt.:eptions; 
as, to tile compel.ency 9f witnesses, to the due 
execution of instruments offered in evidenc5 
and the like. 

REPROBATOR. ACTION OF. In 
Scotch law, An action or proceeding intend
ed to convict a witness of perjury, to \vhicb 
the witness must be lllade a party. Bell. 

REP-SILVER, In old records. !\foney 
paid by servile tenants for t'xemption from 
Lha customary duty of reaping for tlle lord. 
Cowell. 

REPUBLIC. A commonwealth; a state 
JD w bich the exercise of the sovert>ign po wrI 
18 lodged in representatives elected by the 
people. 'Vebster, 

In a wider sense, the state, the common 
wp.al , the whole organized political commu-

nity, without reference to the form of govern
ment. 

REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT. A 
government in the republican form j a govern .. 
ment of the people; a government by repre
sentatives chosen by the people. Cooley, 
Canst. Law t 194. 

REPUBLICATION. Tile re·execution 
or re-establishment by a testator of a will 
which he bad once revoi(ed. 

.A. second publication of a will, either ex
pressly or by construction. 

REPUDIATE. To put away, reject. dig.. 
claim, or renounce a right, duty, obligation, 
or privilege. 

REPUDIATION. Rejection; disclaimer; 
renunciation; the rejection or refusal of an 
offered or available right or privilege, 01' ofa 
duty or relation. 

The refusal on the part of a state or gOY
el'nlllent to pay its debts, or its declaration 
that its obligaLiol1s. previously contracted, 
are no longer regarded by it as of binding 
force. 

In the civil law. The casting off or put. 
ting away of a woman belrothed: also. but 
less uRually, of a wife; divorcement. 

In ecclesIastical law. The refusal to 
accept a benefice which has been conferrcd 
upon the party repudiating, 

REPUDIUM. Lat. In Romanl.w. A 
breaking off of the contract of espollsals, or of 
a marriage in tended to be solem nized, Some
times translated "divorce:" but this was 
not the proper senso. Dig. 50. 16. 19l. 

REPUGNANCY. .An inconsistency, 
opposition, or contra.riety between two or 
more cla.uses of the same deed or contract, 
or between two or more material allega
tions of the ~ame pleading. 

REPUGNANT. That which is contrary 
to what is stated before, or tnsensible. .A. 
repugnant condition is void. 

Reputatio est vulgaris opinio ubi Don 
est veritas. Et vulga ris opinio est dU4 

plex, scil.: 09inio vulgaris orto. inter 
graves et discretos homines, et qure 
vultum veritatis habet; et opinic tan
tum orta inter leves et vulgares ho
mines, absque specie veritatis. Reputa
tion is common opinion where there is not 
truth. And common opinion is of two 
kinds. to-wit: Common reputation arising 
among grave and sensiblo men, and which 
has the appearance of truth; and mere opin 
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Ion ariSIng among foolish and ignorant 
men, without any appearance of truth. 4 
Coke. 107. 

REPUTATION. Apersou's credit, 
honof, character, good name. Injuries to 
one's reputation, which is a personal right, 
are defamatory and malicious words. libels, 
Rod malicious indictments or prosecutions. 

Reputation of a person is the estimate in which 
be is beld by the public in the place where he is 
known. ! Denio, 347. 

In the law of evidence, matters of public 
and general interest. such as t Ile boundaries 
of counties or towns, rights of COlllLl10n, 

claims of high way. etc .• are allowed to be 
proved by general reputation; e. g., by the 
declaration of deceased persons made ante 
litem motam. by old documents, etc" not
withstanding the general rule against sec
ondaryevidence. Best, Ev. 632. 

REPUTED. Accepted by general. vul
gar, or public opinion. Tbus, land may be 
reputed part of a manor, though not really 
so, and a certain dist.rict tn!,y be reputpd a 
Varish or a manor, or be a parish or a lIIanor 
in reputation, although it is in reality no 
parish or manor at all. Brown. 

REPUTED MANOR. Whenever the 
demesne lands and the services become alr 
solutely separated, the manor ceases to be a 
m,l,nor in reality, although it may (and us
ually does) continue to be a manor in repu
tation, and is then called a" reputed manor," 
and it is also sometimes called a "seigniory 
in gros::!." Brown. 

REPUTED OWNER. He who has the 
general credit or repu tation of being the 
owner or pJ'oprietor of goods is said to be 
1,be repu ted owner. This phrase is cbiefly 
used in English bankruptcy practice, where 
the bankrupt is styled the "reputed owner" 
of goods lawfully in his possession, though 
the real owner may be another person. 

The word "reputed" bas n. muoh weaker sense 
than its derivation would appear to warl'ant: im~ 
porting merely a supposition or op:'nion derived or 
made up from outward appearances, aud of Len un
supported by fact. The term "reputed owner" is 
frequently employed in this sense. 2 Steph. Comm. 
206. 

REQUEST. An asking or petition; tbe 
expression of a desire to some person for 
80mething to be granted or done; particu
larly for the payment of a deLt or perform
ance of a contract. 

The two words, "request n and "require, "as used 
In notices to creditors to present claims against an 

estate, are of the same origin, and virtuallysynony
mous. 8 HUn, 300. 

In pleading. The statement in the plain
tiff's declaration that the particular paym~nt 
or performance, the failure of which consti
tutes the crluse of action, was duly requested 
or demanded of tbe defendant. 

REQUEST. LETTERS OF. In En· 
glish law. Many suits Bre brougbt before 
tile Dean of the Arches as origi na1 judge, the 
cogniza.nce of which properly belongs to in
ferior jurisdictions within the province, but 
in respect of which the inferior judge bas 
waived his jurisdiction under a certain form 
of proceeding known in the canon Ia w by tbe 
denomination of «letters of request." 3 
Steph. Comm. 306. 

REQUEST NOTE. In English law. A 
note requesting permission to remove duti
nble goods from one place to another with
out paying the excise. 

REQUESTS. COURTS OF. See COURTS 
OF B.EQUESTS. 

REQUISITION. A demand in writing. 
01' formal request or reqUirement. 

In international law. The formal de
mand by one government upon another, or 
by the governor of aIle of tbe United States 
upon the governor of a sister state, of th. 
surrender of a fugitive criminal. 

In Scotch law. A demand made by a 
creditor that a debt be paid or an obligation 
fulfilled. Bell. 

REQUISITIONS ON TITLE. in En
glish conveyancing, are written inquiries 
made by the solicitor of an intending pur
chaser of land, or of any estate or interest 
therein. and addre!3sed to the vendor's so· 
licitor, in r espect of some apparent insufli~ 
ciency in the abstract of title. Mozley & 
Whitley. 

BEREFIEFS. In Scotch law. Inferiot 
fiefs; portions of a fief or feud granted out 
to inferior tenants. 2 BI. Comm. 57. 

Rerum ordo confunditul' si unicui
que jurisdictio non servetur. 4 lnst. 
Prorem. '.rlie order of things is confounded 
if every ono preserve not his jnrisdiction. 

Rerum progressus ostendunt mlllta~ 
quoo in initio prrecaveri seu prreviderl 
non possunt . 6 Coke, 40. The progress ot 
events shows many things which, at Lhe be
ginning, could not be guarded against 01 

foreseen. 
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N Rerum 8uarum qullibet est moderator 
et arbiter. Eve-ry Olle is the regulator and 
disposer of his own property. Co. Litt, 223a. 

RES. Lat. In the civil law. A thing; 
D an object. As a term of the la W t this word 

has a very wide and extensive signification, 
including not only things which are objects 
of property. but also such as are not capable 

? 
of individual ownersh ip. See Inst. 2, 1, pro 
And in old Engli sh law it is said to have a 
general im port. comprehending both corporeal 
and incorporeal thiugs of whatever Jdnd, 
nature. or species. 3 lnst. 182. See Bract. 

rI fol. 7b. 
II By "res, II according to the modern civil

ians, is meant everything that may form 
an object of rights. in opposition La "per-
8ona," which is r egarded as a subJect of 

~ rights. "Res." therefore. in its general 
meaning. comprises actions of nil kinds; 
while in its restricted sense it. comprehends 
every ' object. of right, except. actions. 
Mackeld. Rom. Law, ~ 146. This has refer
ence to the fundamental division of the In
stUutes, that aU law relates either to per-
801M , to things, or to actions. lnst. 1. 2. 12. 

In modern usage. the term is particularly 
applied to an object, suuject-matter, or status, 
considered as the defendant in an action. or 
as the ouject against which, directly, proceed
ings are taken. Thus. in a prize cnse, t.he 
captured vessel is "the res." And proceed
ings of thIs character are said to be in rem. 
(See IN PERSONAM j IN REM.) "lies" may 
also denot~ the action or proceeding, as when 
a cause, which is not between adversary par
ties, is entitled" In re ---," 

Res accendent lumina rebuB. One 
thing throws light upon others. 4 Johns. 
CIl. 149. 

RES ACCESSORIA. In the civil law. 
An accessory thing; that \vhich belongs to a 
principal thing, or is in connection with it. 

Res accessoria sequitur rem principa
lem. Broom, Max. 491. The accessory fol
Iowa the principal. 

RES ADJUDICATA. See RES JUDI

CATA. 

RES CADUCA. In the civil law. A 
tallen or escheated thing; an escheat.. Hal
lifax. Civil Law. b. 2. c. 9, no. 60. 

RES COMMUNES. In the civil law. 
Things common to all: that is. those things 
which are used and enjoyed by eVt'ry one, 
even in si ng le parts, but can never Le exclu-

slvely acquired as 8 whole. e. g., Ught and 
air. Inst. 2, 1, 1; Mackeld. Rom. Law, 
§ 169. 

RES CONTROVERSA. In the civil 
Jaw. A.. matter controverted: a matter in 
controversy; a point in question; a question 
for determination. Calvin. 

RES CORONE. In old Englisll law. 
Things of the crown; sucb as ancient man
ors, homages of the king, liberties, etc. 
Fleta, lib. 3, c. 6, § 3. 

RES CORPORALES. In the civil law. 
Corporeal things; things which can be 
toucbed, or are perceptible to the senses. 
Dig. 1.8,1,1; lnst. 2,2; Dract. fols. 7b, lOb, 
13b. 

Res denominatur a principaH parte. 
9 Coke. 47. Tl.ie thing is named from its 
principal part. 

Res est misers. ubi jus est vagum et 
incertum. 2 Salk. 512. It is a wrotched 
state of things when law is vague and mu
Lallie. 

RES FUNGIBILES. In the civil law. 
Fungible things, (q . v.) 

RES FURTIVE. In Scotch law. Good. 
which bave been stolen. Bell. 

Res generalem habet significationem 
quia tam corporea quam incorporea, 
cujuscunque sunt generisJ natUl'fBJ siva 
speciei, comprehendit. 3 Inst. 182. The 
word "thing" has a general SIgnification, be
cause it comprehends corporeal and incor
poreal objects, of whatever nature, 50rt, or 
species. 

RES GESTlE. Things done; transac
tions; essential circumstances surrounding 
the subject. The circumstances, facts. and 
declarations which grow out of the main 
fact. are conLemporaneous with it, and serve 
to illustrate its character. 46 Coun. 464. 

RES IMMOBILES. In t he civil law. 
Immovable thi ngs; including land and that 
which is connected tlu:lrewiLh, eillHw by naL
ure or art, such as trees and buildings. 
Mackeld. Rom. Law, § 160. 

RES INCORPORALES. In the civil 
law. Incorporeal things; things whi ch cannot 
be touched; such as those Lhings which consist 
in rigllt. Inst. 2, 2; Bract. fols. 7b, lOb. 
Such things as the mind Idone can perceive. 

RES INTEGRA. A whole thing; a new 
or unopened thing. The tor In is applied to 
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those pOints of law which have not been dE'r 
cided. which arc untouched by dictum or de
cision. 3 Mer. 269. 

RES INTER ALIOS ACTA. A thing 
done between otbers. or between third par
tirs or strangers. 

Res inter alios acta alter! nocere non 
debet. Things done between strangers 
ought not to injure those who are not parties 
to them. Co. Litt. 132 i Broom. Max. 954. 
967. 

Res inter alios judicatre nuBuID allis 
prrejudicium faciunt. Mattt'.rs adjudged 
in a caU3e do not prejud ice those who wefe 
not p~aties to it. Dig. 44, 2, 1. 

RES IPSA LOQUITUR. The thing 
Ipeak~ for ;tsAlf. A phrasb used in actions 
for inj~ry by negligence where no proof of 
negligence is req uired lIeyoo(\ the accident 
itst'lr. which is such as nece~sal'ily to iuvolve 
llE'gligence; e. g., a collision between two 
trains upon a railway. Wharton. 

RES JUDICATA. A lTIatter adjudged; 
a thing jedicially acted IlJlon or decided; a 
thing /"II' matter seWed uy judgment. A 
phrase of the civil law, constantly quoted in 
t.he books. 2 Kent, Comm . 120. 

Res judicata. facit ex alba nigrum; ex 
nigro, album j ex curvo, rectum; ex 
recto, curvum. A thing adjudged makes 
while, 1J1ack; black. white; tile crooked. 
slraight; the straight. crooked. 1 Bouv. 
lnst. no. 840. 

Res judicata pro verltate accipitur. 
A matter adjudged is taken for truth. Dig. 
50, 17. 207. A matter decided or passed 
upon by a court of competent jurisdiction is" 
received J,S evidence of truth. 2 Kent, Com m. 
120. 

RES MANCIPI. In Roman law. Cer
tain classes of things which coulll not be 
aliened or transferre.d except by means of a 
certain fOl'mal eeremuny of conveyance called 
"maneipatio." (q. v.) Tllt'se included land, 
houses, slaves. hurses. and cattle. All other 
things were called {l1"e8 nee maneipi ." The 
distillction was abolished by Justinian. 

RES MOBILES. In the civil law. 
Movable things; lhillgS which lIIay he tra.ns
ported from one place to another, witholltin
jury to their substance and form. Things 
corresponding with the chattels persolla.l of 
the conanon law. 2 Ken t, Comm. 347. 

RES NOVA. Anew matter; aneWC3~e; 
a question not before decided. 

RES NULLIUS. The property of n(>. 

body. A thing which has no owner, eilher 
because a former owner has finally aban
doned it, or because it bas never been appro
prin.ted by any person, or because (in the ROo 
man iaw) it is not susceptible of private OWI1-

ership. 

Res per pecuniam restimatur, et non 
pecunia per rem. 9 Coke, 76. The vallie 
of a thing is estimated according to its worth 
in money, but the value of money is not es
timated by reference to a thing. 

RES PERIIT DOMINO. .A. phrase used 
to express that, when a thing is lost 01' ue
strayed, it is lost to the person who was the 
owner of it at the time. Broom, Max. 238. 

RES PRIVATlE. In the civil law. 
Things the property of one or more individ
uals . lI1ackeld. Rom. Law, § 157. 

Res propria est qure communis non 
est. A thing is private which is not common. 
8 Paige, 201, 270. 

RES PUBLICE. Things belonging to 
the public; public property; Buch as the sea, 
navigable rivera. highways, etc. 

Res qure intra prresidia perductre noo
dum sunt, quanquam ab hostibus occu
patre, ideo postliminii non egent, quia 
dominum nondum matul'unt ex gentium 
jure. Things which have not yet been in
troduced within the enemy's lines, although 
held by the enemy. do not need the fiction of 
postliminy on this account, because tileir 
ownership by the law of nations has Dot yet 
Changed. Gro. de Jure B, 1. 3, c. 9, § 16; 
ld. 1. 3, c. 6, § 3. 

RES QUOTIDIANlE. Every-day mat
ters; familial' points or questions. 

RES RELIGIOSlE. Things pertaining 
to religion. In H.aman la w, especially, budal
places, which were regarded as sacred, and 
could not be the subjects of commerce. 

Res sacra non recipit restimationem. 
A sacred thing does not admit of valuation . 
Dig. 1, 8, 9. 5. 

RES SACRlE. In LlIeclvillaw. Sacred 
things. Things cousecrated by the pontiffs 
to the service of Goel ; slIcll as sacred edifices, 
and gifts or offerings. In~t. 2, 1. S. Chalices, 
cr05se~, censers. Bract. fal. 8. 
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N RES SANCTlIl. In the civil law. Holy 
things ; such as the walls and gates of aclty. 
lnst. 2. 1. 10. 'Valls were said to be holy, 
because any offense against them was pun-

D islJed capitally. Bract. fol. 8. 

Res sua n emini servit. 4 .Macq. H. L. 
Cas. 151. No one can have a senituua over 
his own property. 

P Res transit cum suo onere. The thing 
passes with its burden. 'Yhere a Lhing bas 
been incumbered by mortgage, the incum
brance follows it wherever it goes. Bract. 

rl fols. 47b, 48. 

It! RES UNIVERSITATIS. In the civil 
Ja.w. Things belong ing to a community. 
(as, to a roll nicipality,) the usc' and enjoyment 
of wbich, accorJing to their proper purpose, 

R is free to every member of the community. 
but which cannot be appropriated to the ex
clusive lise of any individual; s::ch as the 
public uuildings. streets, etc. lost. 2. 1, 6; 
Mackeld. Rom. l.a w, § 170. 

RES, VARIETIES OF. These han 
been variously divided and class ified in law, 
e. g., in tile following ways : (1) Corporeal 
and incorporeal thillgs; (2) movables and im· 
movables ; (3) res manctpi and res nee man
cipi; (4) things real and thil.lgs personal; (5) 
things in possession and choses( i. e., things) 
in adion: (6) fungible things and things not 
fungible, (fungi biles 'Del n onfungtbiles ;) and 
(7) res singulce (t. e., individual objects) and 
univt!1'Sitates rC1'Um, (t. e., aggregates of 
things.) Also persons are for some purposes 
and in certain respects regarded as things. 
Brown. 

RESALE is where a person who bas sold 
goods or other property to a purchaser sells 
them again t.o some one else. Sometimes a 
vendor reserves the right of reselling if the 
purchaser commUs deraulL in payment of the 
purchase money, and in some cuses (e. g. , 
on a saie of perishable articles) the venliol' 
may do so without ba.ving reserved thel'jght. 
Sweet. 

RESCEIT. In old English practice. An 
admi ssion or receiving a third person to plead 
his rlght in a cause formerly commenced be
tween two otbers ; as, inan action uy tenant 
for life or years, be in the reversion IUlght 
come in and pray to be recei ved to defend Lhe 
land. and to plead with the demaud,~nt. 

Cowell . 

RESCEIT OF HOMAGE. The lord'. 
receiving homage of his tenant at his admis_ 
sion to the land. Kitch. 148. 

RESCIND . To abrogate, annul, a,'oicl, 
or cancel a contract; particularly, nullifying 
a contract hy the act of a party. 

RESCISSIO. Lat. Inthe civil law. An 
annulling; avoiding, or making ,'oid; auro
gation; rescission. Cod. 4. 44. 

RESCISSION. n escisaion. or the act of 
rescinding, is where a contract is canceleu, 
annulled. or abrogated by the parties, or ODe 

of them. 
I n Spanish law, nullity 1s divided into absoluto 

and rel ative. The former is that which al'iscs 
from a law, whether civil or criminal, the princi
pal motive for which is the publio interest.; and 
the latter is tlHlt which atrects only certain indio 
vidunls, "Nullity" is not to be confounded wit.h 
"rescission." Nullity takes place when the net is 
affected by a radical vice, which prevents it from 
producing any effect; as where an act is in contl'a· 
vent.ion of the laws or of good morals, or where it 
has been executed by a person who cannot he sup
posed to have any will, as a cbUd under the age 
of seven years, or a. madman, ('Uinn'hw 0 ctlmente,) 
Rescission is where an act, valid in appearance, 
nevertheless conceals a defect, which may maku 
it null, if demanded by any of the pa.rties; as, for 
example, mistnke, force, fraud, deceit, want of 
sufficient age, etc, Nullity relates generally to 
public order, and canuot therefore be made good 
eit.her by ratification or prescription; so that the 
tribunals ougbt, for this reason alone, to decide 
that the null act can have no effect, without stop
ping to inquire wbether the parties to it have or 
havo not received any injury. Rescission, on the 
contrary. may be made good by ratification or by 
t.he silence of the parties; and neither of the pal'
t.ies can demand it, unless he can prove that he bas 
received some prejudice or sustained some damago 
by the act, 1 Cal. 281, citing Escriche. 

RESCISSORY ACTION. In Scotch 
law. One to rescind or annul a deed or con
tract. 

RESCOUS. R escue. The taking back 
by force goods which had been taken nnder 
a distress. or the violently taking away a 
man w bo is under nrrest, and setting him at 
libert.y, or otllel'wise procuring bis escape, 
are both so denominated. This was also tile 
name of a writ which lay in cases of rescue. 
Co. LiLt. 160; 3 Bl. CamIn. 146; Fitzh. Nat. 
Brav . 100; 6 Mees. & W. 564. 

RESCRIPT. In canon law. A term 
including any form of apost.olical letter ema
nating from Lhe pope. The answer of Lile 
pope in writ.ing, Dict, Droit Can. 

In the civil law. A species of imperhll 
constitutions, being the answers of the 
prince in indi vidual cases, cbielly given in 
ref;ponse to inquiries by parties in relation to 
litigaLed s uits, or to inquiries uy tile judges, 
and which beca.me rules for future litigat.-
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ed or doubtful legal questions. Mackeld. 
Rom. Law, § 46. 

At common law. A counterpart, dupU. 
cate, or copy. 

In American law. A written order from 
the court to the clerk, giving directions COD

cerning the further disposition of a case. 
Pub. St. Mass. p. 1295. 

The written statement by an appellate 
court of its decision in a casc, with the rea-
80ns therefor, sent down to the trial court. 

RESCRIPTION. In French law. A 
rescription is a letter by which one requests 
some one to pay a certain sum of money, or 
to account for him to a tbird person Cor it. 
Path. Cont. de Change, no. 225. 

RESCRIPTUM. In the civil law. A 
species of imperial constitution t in the form 
of an answer to some application orpetitioJl; 
a rescript. Calvin. 

RESCUE. The act of forcibly and inten
tionally deli veri ng a person from 1<1 wfui ar
rest or impri sonment, and setting him at 
liberty. 4 BJ. Comm. 131; Code Ga. § 44'18. 

The unlawfully or forcibly taking back 
goods which bave been taken under a dis
tress for rent, damage feasant, etc. 

In admiralty and maritime law. The 
deliverance of property taken as prize, out at 
the hands of the captors. either when the 
captured party retake it by their own efforts , 
or wben, pending the pursuit or struggle, 
the party about to be overpowered receive 
reinforcements, and so escape capture. 

RESCUSSOR. In old English law. A 
rescuer; one who commits 8 rescous. Cro. 
Jac. 419; Cowell. 

RESCYT. L. }'r. Rcsceit; receiptj the 
receiving or barboring a felon, after the com
mission of a crime. Britt. c. 23. 

RESEALING WRIT. In E ngllsh law. 
The second sealing of a writ by a master so 
8S to continue it, or to cure It of an irregu
larity. 

RESERVANDO. Reserving. In old 
conveyancing. An apt word of reserving a 
rent. Co. Litt. 47a. 

Reservatio non debet esse de proflcuis 
ipsis, quia ea conceduntul', Bed de reditu 
novo extra proficua. A reservation ought 
not to be of the prOfits tbemselves, because 
they are granted, but from the Ilew rent, 
apart from the profits. Co. LiLt. 142. 

RESERVATION. A clause in adeed or 
other instrument of conveyance by which 
the grantor creates, and reserves to himself, 
some right, interest, or profit in the estate 
granted. which had no previous existence as 
such, but is first called into being by the in
strument reserving it; Bucb as rent. or an 
easement. 

A reservation Is 80methingtaken from the whole 
thing covered by the general terms making the 
grant, and outs down and lessens the grunt from 
what it would be except for the reservation. 44 
Vi. 416. 

A U reservation tt should be carefully distin
gulshed from an "exception, n the difl'el'I"nce be
tween the two being this: By an exception, the 
grantor withdraws from tbe effect of the grant 
Bomo part of the thing itself which is in esse, and 
included under the terms at the grant., as one acre 
from a certain field, a shop or mill standing within 
the limits of the granted premises, and the like i 
whereas) a reservation, though made to the gran
tor, lessor, or tbe one creating tbe estate, is some
th1ng arising out. or Lhe t.hing grant.ed not. then in. 
esse, or some new thing created or reserved, issu
ing or coming out of the thing gra.nted, and not a. 
part of the t.hing itself, nor of anything issuing 
out. of another thing. 8 Washb. Real Prop. 645. 

In public land laws oftheUnited States, 
a reservation is a tract of land, more or less 
considerable in extent, whicb Is by public 
authority· withdrawn from sale or settle
ment, and a.ppropriated to speciftc public 
uses; such as parks, military posts, Indian 
lands, etc. 

In practice, the reservation of a point of 
law is the act of the trial court in setting it 
aside for future cODsilleration. allowing the 
trial to proceed meanwhile as if the question 
bad been settled one way, but subject to 
alterntion of the judgment in case the court 
in bane should decide it differently. 

RESET. The receiving or harboring an 
outlawed person . Cowell. 

RESET OF THEFT. In Scotch law. 
The receiving and keeping stolen goods, 
knowing them to be stolen, with a design of 
feloniously retaining them from the real 
owner. Alis. Crim. Law. 328. 

RESETTER. In Scotch law. A receiv. 
er of stolen goods. knowing them to have 
been stolen. 

RESIANCE. Residence. abode, or con
tinuance. 

RESIANT. In old English Jaw. Con. 
tinually dwe1ling or abiding in a place; resi· 
dent; a resident. Kitchin. 33; Cowell. 

RESIANT ROLLS. Tho.e contai ning 
tbe resiants in a tithing, etc., which are to 
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be called ove:- by the steward on bolding 
courts leet. 

RESIDENCE. Living or dwelling in a 
certain place permanently or for a consider
able length of time. The place where a. man 
makes his home, or where be dwells perma-
nently or for an extended period of time. 

The differeoce between a residence and n domi
cile way not be capable ot easy definition; but p overy oue can see a.t least tbisdistinction: A per
son domiciled in one state may. fOf temporary 
reasons, sucb as bealth, reside for ODe or mOl"a 
years in some other place deemed more favorable. 
He doce Dot, by 80 doing, forfeit his domicile ill 
tbo first state, or, in any pl'oper sense, become a 

Q non-rC$identof it, unless some intention, manifest
ed by some act, of abandoning his residence io the 
first stale Is shown. 1 Mo. App. 404. 

"Residence" menns a fixed and pel'mancntabode 
or dwelling·place for the time being, as contradis-

R 
tinguished from a mere temporary locality of ex· 
isteuce. So does "inhabitanoy;" and the t.wo <l.re 
distinguishable in this respect from "domicile." 
8 Wend.lB4. 

As they are used In the New York Code of 
Procedure, the terms "'residence" and "resident" 
mean legal residence; and legal residenoe is the 
place of a man's fixed habitation, where his polit... 
ica.l rights are to be exercised, and where he is lia~ 
bIe to taxation. 16 How. Pl'. 77. 

RESIDENT. One wbo has his reshlence 
in a place. 

"Resident" and "Inhabitant" are c1i$'ltlnguish. 
able io meaning. The word "inhabitant" implies 
a moro fixed and perma.nent nbode than docs" resl· 
dent; II aod a resident may not be entitled to aU 
the privileges or subject to a.U the dut.ies of an in
habitant. 191Veod.lt. 

Also a tenant, who was obligf'd to reside 
on his lord's land. and not to depart from the 
Bame; called, also, "homme levant et couch~ 
ant," and in Normandy. liresaeant d'ujlef." 

RESIDENT FREEHOLDER. In the 
Wisconsin highway laws, a person who re
sides in the town in question, and owns a 
freehollI interest in lands situate therein. 29 
Wis. 419. 

RESIDENT MINISTER. In In terna. 
tional law. A public minister who resides 
at a fore ign court. Resident ministers are 
ranked in the t.hird class or public ministers. 
Wheat. Int. Law, 264. 2157. 

RESIDUAL. Relating to the residue; 
relating to the pad rell.lili n ing. 

RESIDUARY. Pertaining to the resi~ 
due; constituting the residue; giving or be~ 
queathing the residue; receh'ing or entitled 
to the resid ue. 

RESIDUARY ACCOUNT. In English 
practice. The account which every executor 

and administrator. after paying tlle debts ar.d 
particular legncies of the deceased. and ba.
fore paying over the reSidu um, must pass be
fore the board of inland revenue. MO!lley & 
Whitley. 

RESIDUARY CLAUSE. Theel.usein 
a will by which that part of the property is 
disposed ot wbich remains after satisfying 
previous bequests and devises. 

RESIDUARY DEVISEE. The persoll 
named in a will. who is to take all the reaL 

property remaining over and above the other 
devises. 

RESIDUARY ESTATE. The remain. 
ing pa.rt of a testator's estate and effects, 
after payment of debts and legacies; or that 
portion of his estate which has not been par
ticularly devised or bequeathed. 

RESIDUARY LEGATEE. The person 
to whom a testator bequeaths the residue of 
his personal estate, after the payment of such 
other legacies as are specifically mentioned 
in the will. Toller, 269. 

RESIDUE. The surplus ot a testator's 
estate remaining after all the debts and par. 
ticular legacies have been discharged. 2 BI. 
Comn>. 514. 

The "residue" of a testator's estate aod effects 
meaos what is left after aU liabilities are dis
charged, and all the purposes of the testa-tor, 
specifica.llyexpressed io his will, are carried into 
effect. 8 Jones, Eq. 802. 

RESIDUUM. Tllat which remains after 
any process of separation or deduction; a 
residUe or balance. That which remains ot 
a decedent's estat(:!, after debts have been 
paid and legacies ded ucted. 

Resignatio est juris proprii spontanea 
refutatio. Hesig-nation is a spontaneons reo 
linquishment of one's own right. Godb. 284. 

RESIGNATION. The act by which an 
officer renounces the further exercise of lIis 
omc~ and returns the same into the hands of 
those from whom he r~cei ved it. 

In ecclesiastical law. Uesignation is 
where a pa,rson, "icar , or other beneficed 
clergyman voluntarily gives up and sun·en. 
der~ his charge and pr<-ferment to those from 
whom be received the same. It is usually 
done by an instrument attested by a notary. 
Phillim. Ecc. Law, 517. 

In Scotch law. The return of a fee into 
the bands of the superior. Bell. 

RESIGNATION BOND. .A. bond or 
other engagement in writing taken by a 
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patron from the clergyman presented byhlm 
loa living, to resign the benefice at a future 
period. This is allowable in certain cases 
under ,st . 9 Geo. IV. c. 94. passed in 1828. 
2 Sleph . Comm . 721. 

RESIGNEE. One in favor of whom a 
resignation is made. 1 Bell. Comm. 125n. 

RESILIRE. L't. In old Englisb law. 
To draw back from a contract before it is 
made binding. Bract. fol . 38. 

RESIST. '1'0 oppose. This word prop
erly describes an opposition by direct action 
and quasi forcible means. 87 Wis. 196. 

RESISTANCE. The act of resisting 
opposition; the employment of forcible 
means to prevent tile execution of an en
de~vor in which force is employed. 

RESOLUCION. In Spanish colonial 
law. ..A.n opinion formed by sOllle superior 
authority on matters referred to its uecision, 
and forwarded to inferioL' aut.horities for 
their instruction and government. Schm. 
Civil Law, 93, nClte 1. 

RESOLUTION. The determination or 
decision, in regard to its opinion or in t{' ntion, 
of a delibel'!lt.iv~ at' legislative body, public 
assembly. towu council . board of directors 
or the like. Also a motion or formal propo
sition offered for adoption by such a body. 

In legislative practice. '1'he term is 
usually employed to denote tbe adoplion of a 

'motion, the subject-matter of which would 
not properly :!onstitute a statute; such as a 
mere expression of opinion; an alteration of 
the rules; a votA of thanks orof censure, etc . 

In practice. Thejudgmentaf a court. 5 
Mod. 438: 10 Mod. 209. 

In the civil law . The cancellation or an· 
n lllling, by the act of pmth-s 01' j udgmc·n t of 
a court, of an existing cont.ract which was 
valid and binding, in consequence of some 
cause or waHtlr al'i::sillg after Lhe making of 
tho agreement, and not in consequence of 
any inherent vice or defect, which, invali 
dating the contract from the beginning. 
would be ground for rescission. 7 1'0ullier. 
no. 551. 

RESOLUTIVE. In Scotch conveyanc
ing. Having the quality or effect of resolv
ing or extingUishing a r ight. Bell. 

Resoluto jure concedentis resolvitur 
jus conceSBum. The right of the grantor 
being extinguished, the right gr3uted is c 

extinguished. Mackeld. Rom. Law. 179; 
Broom, JIlax. 467. 

RESOLUTORY CONDITION. Ares· 
ollitary or dissolving condition is that which, 
when accompJisllell, operates the revocation 
of the obligation, placing matters in the 
same stllte as thongh tile obligation ha.ll not 
existed. It does not slispend the execution 
of the obligation . It only obliges the credo 
itor to restore wbat he has received in caSl 
the event provided for in the condition takes 
place. Oi vii Code La. art. 2045. 

RESORT, v. '1'0 go back. "It resorted 
to the line of the mother. " Hale, Com. Law. 
c.11. 

RESORT, n. A court whose decision is 
final and without appeal is, in reference to 
the particular case, said to be a II court of 
last resort." 

RESOURCES. Money or any property 
that can be converted into supplies; means 
of raising money or supplies; capabilities of 
raising wealth or to supply necessary wants; 
available means or capability of any kind. a 
Mont. 3B6: Webster. 

RESPECTU COMPUTI VICECOMI
TIS HABENDO. A writ for respiting a 
sheriff's account addressed to the treasurer 
and barons of the exchequer. Reg . Orig. 
139. 

RE S PE C T US. In old English and 
Scotch law. Respite ; delay; contiuuance of 
time; postponement. 

Respiciendum est judicanti ne quid 
aut durlus aut remissius constituatur 
quam causa deposcit; nee enim aut se
veritatis aut clemen tiro gloria atrectanda 
est. The judge must see that no order be 
marie or judgment given or sent.ence passed 
either more harshly 01' more mildly than tue 
C<1.se requires; he must. not seek renown, ei
ther as a severe or as a tender-hearted judge. 

RESPITE. The temporary Busponsion 
of the execut.ion of a sentence : a repr.eve; a 
delay, forbearance. or continuation of time. 
62 Pa. St. 55: 4 TIl. Coulin. 894. 

Contiuuance. In English practice, a jury 
is said, on the record. to be Ill'espited" till 
the next term. 3 ill. Camlll. 354. 

In the civil law. A ?'espite is an act 
by which a debtor, who is unable to satisfy 
his debts at the moment, transacts (compro
mises) wit.h his creditors, aud obtains from 
th~m time or delay for the payment of the 
sums which he owes to them. The respite 
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N 19 either voluntary or forced. It is volunta. 
ry when all the creditors consent to the pro
posal, which the debtor makes, to pay in 8 
limited time the whole or a part of the debt. o It is f01"ced wheD a part of the creditors refuse 
to accept the debtor's proposal, and when the 
lutter is ol..lliged to compel them by judicial 
authority to consent to what Lhe others ha.ve 
determined, in lhe cases directed by law. 

P Civil Code La. arts. 3084. 3085. 

RESPITE OF APPEAL. Adjourning 
an appeal to some future time. Browll-

RESPITE OF HOMAGE. Todis!'ense 
Q with the performance of homage by tenants 

who beld their lands ill consideration of per
forming homage Lo their lortls. Cowell. 

RESPOND. 1. To make or file an an
R swer to a bill, libel. or appeal, in the charac

ter of a respondenL, (q. t.) 
2. To be liable or answerable; to make 

satisfaction or amends; as, to "respond in 
damages. " 

RESPONDE BOOK. In Scotch prac
tice. A book I{ept by the directors of chan~ 
cery, in which are entered all non-enlryand 
relief duties payable by heirs who take pre. 
cepts from chancery. BeH. 

RESPONDEAT OUSTER. Upon.niB
sue in law arising upon a dilatory plea, the 
form of judgment for the plaintiff is that the 
defendant answer over, which is thence 
called a judgment of u"espondeal ouster." 
This not being a final judgment. the plead
mg is resumed, and the actil)n proceeds. 
Steph. Pl. 115; 3 Bl. Comrn. 303. 

Respondeat raptor, qui ignorare non 
potuit quod pupillum alienuID abduxit. 
nob. 99. Let the ravisher answer, for he 
cannot be ignorant that he bas taken away 
another's ward. 

Respondeat superior. Let the master 
answer. This maxim llleans that a master 
is liable in cr-rlain cases fur the wrongfUl acts 
of his servant, and a principal for those of 
his agent . Broom, ~lax . 843. 

RESPONDENT. The party who makes 
an answer to a hill or other proceeding in 
chancery. 

The pa.rty who appeals against the julig~ 
ment of an inferior court is termed the Clap. 
pelIant;" and he who contends against the 
appeal, toe "respondent." The word also 
denotes the person upon whom an ordinary 
petition in the court of chancery (or a libel 
in admiralty) is served, and who is, as it 

were, a defendant thereto. The terms ure-
sl'ondent" and "co~respOmle!l t" are L1sed in 
like manner in proceedings in the divorce 
court. Drown. 

In the civil law. One who answers or 
is security for another; a fidejussor. Dig. 
2.8.6. 

RESPON DENTIA. The hypothecation 
of tbe cm'go or goods on board a ship as se
curity for the repayment of a loan, the term 
"bottomry" being confined to hypothecations 
of tbe Ship herself; but now the term II ra 
spondentia" is seldom used, and the expre~~ 

sien "bottomry" is generally employed . 
whether the vessel or her cargo or both be 
the security. J.\Jaude &, P. Shipp. 4i:i3; Smith, 
Merc. La.w, 416. 

Hedponuentia. is a contract by which a 
cargo, or SOUle part thereof, is hypothecated 
as seclll'ityfor a loan, the repayment of which 
is depelldent on ma.ritime risks. Civil Code 
Cal. § 3036; Civil Code Dak. § 1796. 

The word "respondentia n properly applies to 
the loan of m oney upon merchandise laden on 
bonnl a. ship, the repayment whereof is made to 
depend upon the safe arrival of the merchandi~e 
at the destined port. Newb. Adm. SU, 516. 

Responders son 50veraigne. His su
perior or master soaIl answer. Articuli sup. 
Chart. c. 18. 

RESPONDERE NON DEBET. Lat. 
In pleading. The prayer of a plea where the 
defendant iusists tb:\t be ought Dot to an~ 
swer. as when he claims a privilege; for ex~ 
ample. as b~ing a member of congress or a 
foreign ambassador. 1 Chit. PI. *433. 

RESPONSA PRUDENTUM. Answers 
of jurists; responses given upon cases 01 

questions of law referred to them, by certain 
learned Homan jurists, who, though not 
magistrates, were authorized to render such 
opinions. These responsa cOIlRtituted one 
of the most important SOUI'ces of the earlier 
Homan law, and were of great value in de~ 
veloping its scientific accuracy. They held 
much the same place of authority as our 
modern precedents and reports. 

RESPONSALIS. In old English law. 
One who apI)eared for another. 

In ecclesiastical law. A proctor. 

RESPONSALIS AD LUCRANDUM 
VEL PETENDUM. He \Vbo appears and 
answers for another in court at a day a8~ 

signt:d; a proctor, attorney, or deputy. 1 
Reeve. Eng. Law. 169. 
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RESPONSIBILITY. The obligation to 
answer for an act done, and to repair any 
injury it may have caused. 

RESPONSIBLE. To say thnt a person Is 
"responsible" means that he Is able to pay a 
'8um for which he is or may become liable, or 
to discharge un obligation which he milY be 
under. 26 N. H. 527. 

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. 
This term gem' rally designates that species 
of gO\'erll1nental system in whieh t.he respon
sibility for public mC<lsures or acts of stn.tl~ 

rests upon the millisLryor executive conDcil, 
who are under an obligation to resign when 
disapprobation of their course is expressed by 
a vote of want of confidence. in the legisla
tive assembiy, or by the defeat of an impor
tant meaSUl'e advocated by tbem. 

Responsio uniUB non omnino audia
tur. The answer of one witness shall not 
be heard at aU. .A maxim of Lhe Uoman In w 
of evidence. 1 Green!. Ev. § 260. 

RESPONSIVE. Answering; constitut
ing or comprising a complete answer. A 
"responsi ve allegation" is one which directly 
.answers tbe allegation it is intended to meet. 

RES SEISER. The taking of lands into 
the hands of the crown, where a general 
livery or ouster Ze main was formerly mis
used. 

REST. In the trial of an action, a party 
is said Lo (j rest." or II rcst his case," when he 
intimates that he has proclucctl all tbe ~vi
dence he intends to otfer at that stage. and 
-8ubmits the case, either finally. or subject to 
his right to afterwards offer rebutting evj· 
dence. 

RESTAMPING WRIT. Passing It a 
second time through the proper office, where
upon it receives a new stamp. 1 Chit. Arch. 
Pro 212. 

RESTAUR, or RESTOR. The remedy 
or recourse which assllrers have against each 
otber, according to the date of their assur· 
ances. or against the master, if the Joss arise 
through his default. as through ill loading. 
want of caulking, or want of having the ves
sel tigbt; also the remedy or recourse a per. 
son has against his guarantor or other person 
who is to indemllify him from auy damage 
susta.ined. Enc. Lond. 

RESTAURANT. ThIs term. as current
Jy understood. mealls only. 01' chiefly. an eat
.jng-house; but it has no suell fixed and deft-

nite lrgal meaning as necessarily to exclude 
its being an "inn" in the legal sense. 10 
Fed. Rep. 4. 

RESTITUTIO IN INTEGRUM. JJat. 
In the civil law. Restoration or restitution 
to the previous condition. This was effected 
by Lhe pl'retor on equitable grounds. at the 
prayer of an injured party, by n>scinding or 
annUlling a contract or transacliun valid by 
the stl'ict law, or annulling a Change in the 
legal condition produced by an omission, and 
restoring the parties to their previous situa
tion or legal relations. Dig. 4. 1; ~1ackeld. 
ROIu. Law. § 220. 

'fhe I'eslol'.ation of R can.<le to its first sta.te, 
on petition of the party who was cast. in 
order to have a second hearing. Hallifax. 
Civil Law, b. 3, c. 9, no. 49. 

RESTITUTION. In maritime law. 
When a portion of a ship's cargo is lost by 
jeUison. and the remainder sav('d, and the 
articles so lost are replacM uy a general con
tribution among the owners of the cargo, 
this iscalJed "restitution." 

In practice. 'rhe return of something 
to the owner of it or to the person entitled 
to it. 

If, after money bas been levied under a. 
writ uf execution, the judgment be reversed 
by writ of error, or set aside. the party 
against whom the execution was sued out 
shall have 'restitution. 2 '.ridd, Pro >1033; 1 
Burrill, Pro 292. So. on conviction of a fel
on. immediate reslitu,Uon of such of the 
goods stolen as are brought into court will be 
ordered to be made to the several prosecutors. 
4 ~teph . Comm. 434. 

In equity. Restitution is the restoration 
or both parties to their original condition , 
(when practicable,) upon the rescission of a 
contract for fraud or similar cause. 

RESTITUTION OF CONJUGAL 
RIGHTS. In English ecclesiastical law . 
.A. species of matrimonial cause or suit which 
is brought wbenever either a husband or wife 
is guilty of the injury of subtraction. or live-s 
separate from the oLher witholl t any sl10icient 
reasol1; in whicll case the ecclesiastical juris
diction will compel them to come together 
again, if eitber purLy be weak enougb to de
sire it, contrary to the inclination of tile 
otber. 3 ill. Comm. 94. 

RESTITUTION OF MIN 0 R S. In 
Scotch law. A minor on attaining majority 
may obtain relief a;;ainst a deed preViO!ls1y 
executed by him, wbicb may be held void or 
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voidable according to circumstances. This 
is called <l resLitution of minors." Bell. 

R]l;STITUTION, WRIT OF. In prac
tice. .& writ which lies, after the reversal 
of a juJgment, to restore a party to all that 
he has lust by occasion of the j udgmont. 2 
Tidd, 1','. 1186. 

RESTITUTIONE EXTRACTI AB 
P ECCLESIA. .A writ to restore a man to 

the cbun..:h, which he bad recovered for his 
sanctnary, being suspected of felony. Heg. 
Orig.69. 

Q 
RESTITUTIONE TEMPORALIUM . 

.A writ addressed to the sheriff. to restore the 
temporalities of a bishopric to the bishop 
elected and confirmed. Fitzh. Nat. Brev. 
169. 

R RESTRAIN. To limit. confine, abridge. 
narrow down. or restrict. 

To prohibit from action; to put compul
sion upon; to restrict; to hold or press back. 
To enjoin, (in equity.) 

RESTRAINING ORDER. An order 
in tha nature of an injunction. The term 
is applied in England to an order resLraining 
the Bank of England. or some public com
pany, from ;~llowing any dealing \\lith some 
stock or shares speCified in the oreler. It is 
granted on motion or petition. Hunt. Eq. 
p.216. 

RESTRAINING POWERS. Restl"ic
tiona or limitations imposed upon the exer
cise of a power by the donor thereof. 

RESTRAINING STATUTE. A stat-
ute which restrains the common law, where 
it is too lax and luxuriant. 1 TIL Comlll. 87. 
Statutes restraining the powers of corpora
tions in regard to leases have bl"en so caUed 
in England. 2 llJ. Corum. 319. 320. 

RESTRAINT. Confinement, abridg
ment, or limitation. l:lrohibition of action; 
holding or pressing back from action. lIin
drance, conOuement, or l'eSLl'lCtion of lib
erty. 

would DOt, then with equal propriety may it be 
said, when a port is blockaded, that the vesselB 
within nre confined, or restrained from coming 
out. 'l'he blockading force is not in possession of 
the vessels inolosod in tho ha.rbor, but it acts upon 
and restrains them. It is a vL/J major, applied di
rectly nnd effectually to them, which prevents 
them from coming out of port. This appears to 
the court to be, io correct language, I a restraint,' 
by the power imposing the blockooe; and when a 
vessel, attempting to come out, is boarded and 
turned back, this restraining force is practically 
applied to such vessel." 8 Wbeat. 159. 

Tile terms "restraint" and "detention ot 
princcs, It as used in policies of marino insurance, 
have the same meaning,-that of the effect of su
perior force, operating directly on the vessel. 80 
long as a ship is under restraint, 80 long ahe is de
tained j and, whenever she is detained, she is un
der restraint. 6 Mass. 102. 

RESTRAINT OF MARRIAGE. A 
contra.ct. covenant, boud. Or devise is "in re
straint of marriage" whan its conditions 
unrea.'wnahly hamper oi' restrict the party's 
freedom to ma.rry, or his choice. or unduly 
poslp"me lhe time of his marriage. 

RESTRAINT OF TRADE. .A con
tract is void. as being Hin restraint of trade," 
when by it a person binds himself to abstain 
everywhere from the exercise of a particular 
lawful trade. busines3, or avocation. 

RESTRAINT ON ALIENATION 
13 w hero pl'Operty is gi ven to a married 
woman to 1161' separate use. without power 
of alienation. 

RESTRICTION. In the cnse of land 
registered under the English land transfer 
act, 1875, a restriction is an entry on the 
register made on the application of the rcgis~ 
tered proprietor of the land, the effect of 
which is to prevent the transfer of the land or 
the creation of any charge upon it, unless 
notice of the application for a transfer or 
Charge is sent by post to a certain aduress. or 
unless the consent of a certain persoll or per~ 
sons to the transrer or cliarge IS obt<lined, or 
unless some other thing is done. Sweet. 

RESTRICTIVE INDORSEMENT. An 
indorsement may be so worded as to resLrict 
the furtlier negotiability of the insLrulUent, 
and it is then called a "restridi va indurse-
ment." Thus, "Pay the contents to J. 
S. only," or "to J . .s. for my use," are re~ 

strictive indorsements, and putan end to the 
nt'gotiability of the paper. 1 Daniel. Neg. 
Iost. § 698. 

RESTS. Periodical balancings 01' an ac
count, (particularly in mortgage and trust 

" What. then, according to a common understand
ing. is the meaning 01 the term I restraint}' 
Does it imply that the limitation, restriction, or 
confinement must be imposcd by tbose who nre in 
possession of the person or thing which is limited, 
restricted, or confined, or is tbe term satisfied by 
a restriction created by the application of exter
nal forcel If, for example, a town be besieged, 
and the inhabitaots confined within its walls by 
tbe besieging army, il, in attempting to come out, 
they nre forced back, would it be inaccurate to 
Imy tha.t they are restrained within those limitsl accounts,) lllaele for the purpose of convert
The court believes th&t it would not; and, if it I iug interest into prinCipal, and chal'gioi tile 



RESULT 1037 RETIRE 

party liable thereon with compound interest. 
Mozley & Whitley. 

RESULT. In law. a thing is said to re
sult when. atter iJaving been ineffectllfl.lly or 
only partially disposed of. it comes back to 
its former owner or his representatives. 
Sweet. 

RESULTING TRUST. One that arises 
by implication of law, or by the operation and 
construction of equity, and which is estab
lished as consonant to the presumed intention 
of the parties 8S gathered from the nature of 
the transaction. 

RESULTING USE. A use raised by 
equity for the benefit of a feoffor who has 
made a voluntary con veynnce to uses without 
any declaration of the use. 2 -Washb. Heal 
Prop. 100. 

.A. resulting use arises where the legal 
seisin is tnmsferreu, and no use is 'expressly 
declared. nor any consideraLion nor evideuce 
of intent to direct the use. The use then re· 
mains in the original grantor. for it cannot 
be supposed that the est!~te was int~nded to 
be given away. anti the statute immediately 
transfers the legal estate to such l'es uUing use. 
Wharton. 

RESUMMONS. In practice. A second 
summons. The calling a person a second 
time to answer an action, where the first 
summons is defeated upon any occasion; as 
the dMth of a party, or the like. Cowell. 

RESUMPTION. In old English law. 
The taking again into the king's hands such 
lands or tenements as uefore, upon false sug~ 
gestion, or other error, be had delivered to 
the beir. or granted by letters patent to any 
man. Cowell. 

RESURRENDER. Where copyhold 
land has been mortgaged by surrender. and 
the mortgagee has been ad.mitted. then, on 
tbe mortgage debt being paid off, the mort;.. 
gagor is enlitlad to have Lhe land reconveyed 
to him, by the mortgagee surrendering it to 
the lord to his use. This is called a "resur~ 
render." 2 Dav. Conv. 1332n. 

RETAIL. To sell by small parcels, and 
not in the gross. To sell in small quanti_ 
ties. 7 Mete. (Mass.) 308; 5 Mart. (N. S.) 
297. 

RETAILER OF MERCHANDISE. 

RETAIN. In practice. To engage the 
services of an attorney or counsellor to roan~ 
age a cause. See RI,o;TAINER, 2. 

RETAINER. 1. 'l'be right of retaineris 
the right which the executor or administrator 
of a deceased person has to retain out of the as~ 

sets sufficient to pay any debt due to him 
from the deceased in priority to the other 
creditors whose debts are of equal degree. 
3 Steph . Comlll. 263. 

2. In Euglish practice, a "retainer." as ap
plied to counsel, is commonly used to signi. 
fy a notice given to a counsel by al\ attorney 
on behalf of the plaintiff or defendant in an 
action, in order tu secure his services as ad~ 
vocate when the cause comes on for trial. 
Holthollse. 

3. A servant, not menial or familiar. --that 
is, not continually dwelling in the house of 
bis master, but only wearing his livery, and 
attending sometimes upon special occas ions, 
-is, in old English usage. called a "retain
er." Cowell. 

RETAINING A CAUSE. In English 
practice. The act of one of the divisions of 
the high court of justice in retaining juriS
diction of a cause wrongly brought in that 
division instead of anotber. Underthejlldi
cature acts of 1873 and 1875, this may b~ 
cione. in some cases, in the discretion of the 
conrt or a judge. 

RE T AIN IN G FEE. A fee given to 
eounsel on engaging bis services for the trial 
Of the cause. 

RETAKING. The taking one's goods, 
from another, who WitllOut right bas takt!D 
possession thereof. 

RETALIATIO N. The lex talionis. 
(q . •. ) 

RETALLIA. In old English law. Re· 
tail; the cutting up again, or division of a 
commodity into sffiH.ller parts. 

RETENEMENTUM. In old English 
law. Restraint; detainment; withholding, 

RETENTION. In Scotch law. .A. spe. 
cies of lien; the right to retain possession of 
a chattel until the lienor is satisfied of his 
claim upon the a.rti cle itself or its owner. 

RETINENTIA. A retinue, or porson! 
retained by a prince or nobleman. Cowell. 

A merchant who buys ar ticles in gross or RETIRE. As applied to bllls of exchange, 
merchandise in large quantities. and sells the I this word is ambiguous. It is commonl.Y 
same by single articles or in small quanti· used of an indurser who takes up a bill by 
ties. handing the amount Lo a transferee. after 



RETONSOR 1038 RETROSPECTIVE LAW 

N which the iudorser bolds the instrument 
with all his remedies intact. But it is some
tilU PS used of an acceptor, by whom, when a 
bill is taken up or retired at maturity, it is in 

O 
effect paid. and all the remedies on it extin
guished. Byles. Bills. 215. 

P 

RETONSOR. L. Lat. In old English 
law. A clipper of money. Fleta, lib. 1, c. 
20, § 122. 

RETORNA BREVIUM. The return of 
writs. The indorsement by a sheriff or other 
officer of his doings upon a writ. 

RETORNO HABENDO. A writ that 
Q lies for the distrainor of goods (when. on re

plevin brought. be has proved his distress to 
bea lawful one) against hill) who was so dis
trained, to ba\'6 them returned to him ae-

R cording to law, together with damages and 
costs . Brown. 

RETORSION. In international law. 
.A species of retaliation, which takes place 
where a government, whose citizens are sub· 
jected to severe and stringent reguJation or 
llarsh treatment by a foreign government, 
employs measures of equal severity and 
harshness upon the subjects of the latter gov
ernment found within its dominions. See 
Vattel. lib. 2. c. 18. § 341. 

RETOUR. In Scotch law. To return a 
wrjt to the office in chancery from which it 
issued. 

RET 0 U R OF SERVICE. In Scotch 
law. A.. certified copy of a verdict estab-

RETRACTUS AQUlE. 
turn of a tide . Cowell. 

The ebb or re-

RETRACTUS FEUDALIS. In old 
Scotch law. The power which a superior 
possessed of paying off a de1?t due to an ad· 
judging creditor, and takjng a conveyance to, 
the adjudication. Bell. 

RETRAIT. Fr. In old French and Cana· 
dian Jaw. The taking back of a fief by the 
seignior, in case of alienation by the vassal. A 
right of pre-emption by the seignior, in case 
of sale of the land by the grantee. 

RETRAXIT. Lat. In practice. An 
open and voluntary renunciation by a plain
tiff of his suit in court, mad~ "Vhen the tl'ial 
i8 called on, by which he forever loses his 
action, or is barred from commencing an
other action for the same cause. 3 HI. Comm. 
296, 2 Archb. Pro K. B, 250. 

A 1'et1'ax it is the open, public, and volun
tary renunciation by the plaintiff, in open 
court, of his suit or cause of action, and if 
this is done by the phtintiff, and a jUdgment 
entered thereon by the defendant, the plai n
tiff's right of action is forever gone. Code 
Ga. 188~. § 3445. 

"RETREAT TO THE WALL," In 
the law relating to homicitJe in self·defense, 
this phrase means that the party must avail 
himself of any apparent and reasonable ave
nues of escape by wilich bis danger might be 
averted, and the necessity of slaying his <lS
Bailant avoided. 57 Cal. 120. 

lisbing the legal character of a party as heir RETRIBUTION. This word is some-
to a decedent. times used in law, though not commonly in 

RETOUR SANS FRArS. In French modern times. as the equivalent of "recom-

A f I b 'll f h pense." or a paYHIent or compensation for law. ormo aputupon a 1 0 exe anga. . 
t ' 'f tb tth d ' t t d SerVICeS, property, use of an estate, or other o slgm y a e rawer WaIVt!B pro es • an I "d 

"II 'b 'bl f t" , I va uerecelve . WI no" e responSl e or cos s arISIng there-
on, Al'g, Fr, Merc, Law. 573, I RETRO. Lat. Back; backward; behind. 

RETOUR SANS PROTET. Fr. Re- Retl'ofeodwn, a rerefief, or a1'r'iere fief. Spe! .. 

turn without protest. .A request or direc· 
tion by a drawer of a bill of eXChange tbat. 
should the iJill ue dishonored by the drawee, 
it may be returned without protest. 

RETRACT. To take back. To retract 
aD otTer is La withdraw it befol'A acceptance, 
which the offerer may always do. 

RETRACTATION, in probate practice, 
Is a withdrawal of a renunciation, (g. v.) 

RETRACTO 0 TANTEO. In Spanish 
law. The right of reVOking a contract of 
sale ; the right of redemption of a thing sold. 
White, New Recop. b. 2. tit. 13. c. 2. § 4. 

man. 

RETROACTIVE bas the same mean. 
ing as "retrospective," (q. v.) 

RETROCESSION. In the civil law. 
'When the assignee of heritable rights con
veys his rights back to the cedent, it is called 
a "retrocession." Ersk. Inst. 3, 5, 1. 

RETROSPECTIVE. Looking back; con· 
templating what is past. 

RETROSPECTIVE LAW. Alaw which 
looks backward or contemplates the past; one 
which is made to affect acts or facts trans
piring, or rights accruing, before it came 
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Into force. Every statute which takes away 
or impairs vested rights acquired under exist-
tng laws, or creates a new obligAtion I im
poses a new duty, or attaches a new disabil
ity in respect to transactions or considera
tions already past, must be deemed Tetro
'pectiV6. 2 Gall. 139. See Ex POST FACTO. 

RETTE. L. Fr. An accusation or charge. 
St. Westm. 1. c. 2. 

RETURN. The act of a sheriff. con
stable. or other ministerial olticer, in deliver
ing back to the court a writ. notice, or other 
paper, which he was required to serve or ex
ecuLe. with a brief account of h is doings UD

der the mandate. the time and mode of serv
ice or execution, or bis failure to accomplish 
it, as the case Olay be. Also the indorsement 
made by the omcer upon the writ or other 
paper, stating what he has done under it, the 
time and mode of servic(', etc. 

The report made by the court. body of mag
istrates, returning board. or other authorily 
chdrged with the official counting of the votes 
cast at an election. 

In English practice. the election of a mem
ber of parliament is called bis <I return. " 

RETURN-BOOK. The book containing 
the l ist of members returned to the house of 
commons. 1\lay, ParI. Pro 

RETURN-DAY. The day named in a 
writ or process. upon which the officer is re.
quired to return it. 

RETURN IRREPLEVISABLE. A 
writ allowed by the statute of Westm. 2. c. 
2. to a defendant. who had had jUdgment upon 
verdict or demurrer in an action of replevin, 
01' a.fter tbe plaintiff bad. on a writ of second 
deliverance. become a second time nonsuit 
in such action. By this writ the goods were 
returned to the defendant. (\nd t.he plaintiff 
was restrained from sui ng out a fresh replev
in . Previously to this statute, an Imsue
cessflll plain tiff might bring actions of replev
in tn infinitum. in reference to the 8arne 
matter. 3 TIl. Comm. 150. 

RETURN OF PREMIUM. The repay· 
ment of the wilole or a ratalJle part of the 
premium paid for a Holicy of insurance. upon 
the cancellation of the contract before tue 
timp fixed fol' its expiration. 

RETURN OF WRITS. In praclice. A 
ehort account. in writing. made by the sber
iff, or other ministerial officer. of the mauner 
in which he has I}xt::cuted a writ. Steph.PI. 
24. 

RETURNABLE. In praclice. To b. 
returned; requiring a return. ·When a writ 
is said to be "returnable" on a certain da~', 
it is meant that on that day the officer must 
return it. 

RETURNING BOARD. This is the of. 
ficial ti t le in some of the states of the board 
of canvassers of elections. 

RETURNING FROM TRANSPOR
TATION. Coming back to England before 
the term of punishment is determiued. 

RETURNING OFFICER. Tile ollicial 
who conducts a parliamentary election in 
England. The sheriff in counties, aud the 
mayor in boroughs. Wharton. 

RETURNUM AVERIORUM. Ajudi. 
cial writ, s imilar to the retorno habendo. 
Cowell. 

RETURNUM IRREPLEGIABILE. A 
judicial writ addressed to the sheriff for the 
Ounl r~stituti on or return of cattle to the 
owner when unjustly taken or disLrained. 
and so fuund by verdict. It is granted after 
a nonsuit in asecond deliverance. Heg. Jud. 
27. 

REUS. Lat. In the civil and canon law. 
The defendant in an action or suit. 

A person judicially ar,c used of a crime; 8 

person criminally proceeded against. IIalli
fax. Civil Law, b. 3. c. 13. no. 7. 

A party to a suit. whether plaintiff.' or de
fendant; a litigant. 'rhis was the anc ient 
sense of the word . Calvin. 

A P~lIty to a contract. Ileus stipulandt. a 
party stipulating; the party who asl,ed the 
question in the form prescriiJed for stipula
tions. Reus promit terul i. a party promising; 
the party \V ho a.ns wered the question. 

Reus excipiendo fit actor. 'rhe defend
ant. by excepting or plcauing. becomes a 
plaintiff: that is. whel'e. instead of simply 
denyi ng the plaintiff's action, he set s lip some 
new matter in defense, he is bound to estab
lish i t by proof. just as a plaintiff is bound 
to prove his cause of action. Bounier, '1'r. 
des Preuves. §§ 152. 820; !lest. Ev. p. 294. 
§ 252. 

Reus loosoo majestatis puniturut pereat. 
unus ne pereant omnes, A traitor is 
punished that one may die lest all perish. 4 
Coke. 124. 

R E U S PROMITTENDI. See REU. 
S'fIPULANDI. 
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N REUS STIPULANDI. In Lhe ci villa w. 
The party to a stipulation is so called if' he is 
the creditor or obligee. and the debtor or 
obligor to such a stipulation is called the o "reus promittendi. n Where there are sev .. 
eral creditors or several debtors jointly en
titled to or jointly liable under a stipulation, 
they were respectively called "con4ei,." i. e., 
joint Tel . Brown. 

p 
REVE. In old English law. The bailiff 

of a franchise or manor; an officer in parish
es \vithin forests. who marks the commonable 
cattle. Cowell. 

Q REVE MOTE. In Saxon law. The 
court of Lbe 1'eVe, reeve. or shirs reeve. 1 
Reeve, Eng. Law. 6. 

REVEL. I A criminal complaint charged 
R that the defendant did "revel, quarrel, 

commit mischief, and oLherwise behave in a 
disorderly manner." Held. that the word 
"revel" has a definite meaning; i . e., "to be
have in n nOiSY, uoisterous manner, like a 
bacchanal." 12 R . 1. 309. 

REVELAND. The land which in Domes
day is said to have been "thane-land," and 
afterwards converted into "revelanu." It 
seems Lo have been land which, ha.ving re
verted to the ldng after the deat.h uf l.htl tllane, 
who had it for hfe, was not granted out to 
any by the king, but rested in Charge upon 
the account of the reve or bailiff of the 
manor. Spe!. Feuds, c. 24. 

REVELS. Sports of dancing, masking, 
etc .• formerly used in princes' courts, the 
inns of court, and noblemen':3 houses, COlD

manly performed by nig,ht . There was nn 
ollieer to order and supervise them. who was 
entitled the "master of tbe revels." Cowell . 

REVENDICATION. In the civil law. 
The right of a venuol' to reclaim goods sold 
out of the possession of the purchaser, wbere 
the price was not paid. Story, ContI. Laws. 
§ 401. 

REVENUE. As applied to the income 
of a government, this is a broad and general 
term, including all public moneys Which the 
state collects and receives, from whatever 
source and in whatever manner. 22 Kan. 
712. 

It also designates the income of an indi
vidual or private corporation. 

REVENUE LAW. Any law which 
provides for Lhe assessment and collection of 
a tax to defrAy the expenses of the govt'rn
ment is Do revenue law. Such It!gislation is 

commonly referred to under the general term 
"revenu(' measures," and those measures in
clude all the laws by which th~ guv~rnment 
provides means for meeting its expenditurt!s. 
1 Woolw. 178. 

REVENUE SIDE O F THE EX
CHEQUER. That jurisdiction of the court 
of exchequer. or of the exchequer division of 
tbe high court of justice, by which it ascer
tai llS and enforces the proprietary rights of 
the crown against the subjt!cts of the realm. 
The practice in revenue cases is not afl'~cLed 
by the orders and rules· uodel' the jUdicature 
act of 1875. Mozley & Whitley. 

REVERSAL, The annulling or making 
void a judgment on account of some error or 
irregularity. Usually spoken of the actioe 
of an appellate court. 

In international law. A declaration by 
which a sovereign promises that he will ob
serve a certain order or certain condi tions, 
which have been once escabHshed, notwith
standing any changes that may happen to 
cause a deviation therefrom. Bouvier. 

REVERSE, REVERSED. A term fro
quently used in the judgments of <tn appellate 
court. in disposing of lbe case iJefore it , It 
then. means "to sot asidej to anuul; to va.
cate." 7 Kan. 254. 

REVERSER. In Scotch law. The pro
prietor of an estate who grants a wadset (or 
mortgage) of his lands, and <who has a right, 
on repayment of the money advanced to him, 
to be replaced in his right. Boll. 

REVERSIO. L. Lat. In old English 
law. The returnin g of land to the dOllor. 
Fleta, lib. 3, cc. 10. 12. 

Reversio terroo est to.nquam terra re
vel'tens in possessione donatori, sive 
hrercdibus suis post donum flnitum. 
Co. Litt. 142. A reversion of land is, as it 
wel'e, the return of the land to the possession 
of the donor 01' his heirs after the termina
tion of tbe estute granted. 

REVERSION. In real property law. 
A reversion is the residue of an estate left 
by operation of law in the grantor or bis 
heirs, or in the heirs of a testator, commenc
ing in possession on the determination of 
a particular estate granted or devised. How. 
St. Mich. lS~2, § 5528; Civil Code Cal. § 768' 
2 B1. Comm. 175. 

Wben a. person has an interest in lands, and 
grants a portioo. of tbatinterest. or, in other terms, 
a less estate than he has in bimself, the possession 
of those lands shall. on the determiD.ation of the 
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granted interest or estatc, return or revert to the 
~aotor. This Interest is what Is called the" gran
aor's reversion," or, more properly, his "right at 
reverter, "wbich, however, is deemed au aetual 
estate in tho land. Watk. Cony. 16. 

Where ao estate is derived, by grant or other· 
wise, out or a larger one, leaving in the original 
tlwner an ulterior estate immediately ex.pectant' on 
that which Ie so derived, the ulterior interest is 
ealled t.be .. reven;ion." 1 St6pb. Comm. 290. 

A revcr6'£au is the residua of an estate lett in 
the grantor, to commence in possession aft.er the 
determination ot somo particula.T estate i while n. 
rcmatndC?" is an estat.e limited to take effect nnd 
be enjoyed after anot-her estate is determined. 26 
N. J. Law, 525. 

In personalty. "Reversion" is also used 
to denote a reversionary interest: e. y .• an 
Interest in personal property subject to the 
life interest of some other person. 

In Scotch law. A reversion is a right 
of redeeming' landed property which 1m81.>een 
either morLgaged or adj udicated to secure the 
payment of u. de1.>t. In the tormer case. the 
reVersion is called 41 con "f'ntionaJ; JJ in the 
latter case, it is called "legal;" and the period 
of se,'en yeaTS allowed for redemption is 
called the "legal. " Bell; Paterson. 

REVERSIONARY. That whicb is to 
be enjoyed in reversion. 

REVERSIONARY INTEREST. Tbe 
interest which a person has in the reversion 
of lands or other property. .A right to the 
future enjoyment of property. at prescnt in 
the possession or occupation of another. 
Holthouse. 

REVERSIONARY LEASE. One to 
take effect in. tutU1·O. A second lease, to 
commence after the expirat.ion of a former 
lease. Wharton. 

REVERSIONER. A person who is en
titled to an estate in reversion. By an ex· 
tension of its meaning, one who is entitled 
to any future estate or any property in ex
pectancy. 

REVERT. To revert is to return. Thus. 
wben the owner of an estate in land has 
granted a smaller estate to another perSOD, 
on the detel'luination of the latter eSlate, the 
land is aaid to "revert" to tbe grantor. 
Sweet. 

.£tEVERTER. Reversion. A pOSSibili
ty of l'everler is that species of reversionalY 
interest which exists when the grant is so 
limited that it may possibly terminate. 1 
'WasJ,u. neal Prop. 68. See FORMEDON .IN 

1'UE HEVERTER. 

All.D10'l'.LAW-66 

REVEST. To vest again. .A. seisin is 
said to revest, where it is acquired a second 
time by the party out of whom it has been 
divested. 1 Rop. llusb. & Wife. 353. 

It is opposed to "divest." The words 
"revest" and "divest" are also applicable to 
the mere right or title, as opposed to the pos
session. Brown. 

REVESTIRE. In old European law. To 
return or resign nn investiture, s~isin. or 
possession that has been received; to rain
vest; to rl7enfeoiI. Spelman. 

REV lEW. A reconsideration; second. 
view or examination; revision; considf'ration 
for purposes of correction. Used esppcially 
of the examination of a calise by an appellate 
court. <lnd of a second investigation of a 
proposed pu1.>lic road by a jury of viewers. 

REVIEW, BILL OF. In equity prac· 
ttce. A biU, in the nature of a writ of el
ror, filed to procure an examination and al
teration or reversal of a decree made upon a 
former bill. wldcll d£::cree has been signed 
and enrolled. Story, Eq. PI. § 403. 

REVIEW, COMMISSION OF. In En
glish ecclesiast.ical law. A commission for. 
merly sometimes granted, in extraordinary 
('ases, to revise the sentence of the court of 
ddegates, when it was Clpprehended t.hey had 
been led intoa material error. 8 Bl. Comm. 
67. 

REVIEW, COURT OF. In England. 
A Court establisbed by 1 & 2 Wm. IV. c. !lG, 
for the adjudicating upon such matters in 
bankruptcy as berore were within the juris· 
dietiun of the lord chancellor. It was abol
isl1ed in 18'47. 

REVIEWING TAXATION. The re
taxing or re-examining an attorney's bill ot 
costs by the master. The courts sometimes 
order the masters to review their taxation, 
when, on ueing applied to for that purpose, 
it appears that iterns have been allowed or 
disallowed on some erft)neous principle, or 
under some mistaken impression. l.Arcl1b. 
Pr. K. B. 55. 

REVILING CHURCH ORDI
NANCES. An offense against religion 
punishable in England by fiut: and imprison. 
",ent. 4 Sleph. Uomm. 208 . 

REVISE. To reView, re-examine forcor~ 
rection; to go over a thing for the purpose 
of amending. correcting. rearranging, or 
otherwise improving it; as, to revise stat
utes, or a jUdgment. 
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N REVISED STATUTES. A body 01 
etatutefJ which have been revised. collected, 
arranged in order, and re-enacted as a whole. 
This is t.he legal title of the collections of o compileli h~ws of several of the states, and 
also of Lhe United States. Such a volume is 
usually cited as "Hev. Stat •• " "Rev. St.," or 
uR. S." 

P REVISING ASSESSORS. In English 
la w. Two officers elected by the burgesses of 
non-parliamentary municipal boroug bs for 
tha purpose of assisting the mayur in re
vising tbe parish burgess l ists. Wharton. 

Q REVISING BARRISTERS. In En. 
glish law. Barristers appoin ted to revise the 
list of voters for county and borough mem
bers of parliament, and who hold courts for 

R 
that purpose throughout the county. St. 6 
Vict. c. 18. 

REVISING BARRISTERS' COURTS. 
In English Jaw. Courts held in the autumn 
throughout the country, to revise the list of 
voters for county and borough members of 
parliam ent. 

REVIVAL. The process of reneWing the 
opt;lrative force of a judgment which has re
mained dOfmant or unexecuLed for so long a 
time thaL execution cannot be issued upon it 
WJlllout new proces.15 to reanimnte it. 

The act of reneWing the legal fOfce at' a 
COJ'ltract or obligation, which had ceased to 
bE' suHicif'nt foundat ion for an action, all :tC· 
count·of the running of the statute of limita· 
tions, by giving a new promise or acknowl. 
edgment of it. 

REVIVE. To renew, revivifYi to make 
one's self liable for a debt barred by the st.atute 
of limitations by acknowledging it; or for a 
matrimonial offense. once condoned, by com
mit.Ling another. 

REVIVOR, BILL OF. In equity prac· 
tice. A bill fih'd for the purpose of reviving 
or calling ioto operation the proceeding::; in a 
suit when, from some circumstance, (as the 
death of the plaintiff.) the suit had abated. 

REVIVOR, WRIT OF. In English prac
tice. 'Vhere it became necessary to revi ve i\ 
judgmen t. by lapseo[ time, or change by death, 
etc., of the parties entitleu or liable to execu
tion. Lhe party allegi l1g himself to be entitled 
to execution mightsueouta writ of revivor in 
the form gi yen in the act, or apply to the court 
tor leavo to enter a suggestion upon the roll 
that it appeared that he was entitled to lmve 
and i~sue execution oi the judgment, such 

leave to be granted by the court or a judge 
upon a rule to show cause, or a Sl1mmO'l1S, to 
be served according to the then present prac
tice. C. L. P. Act , 1852, § 129. 

REVOCABLE. Susceptible of being re
voked. 

REVOCATION. The recall of some 
power, authority. or thing granted , or a de
slroying or making void of some deed that 
bad existE,'nce until the act of revocat ion made 
it void. It m,~y be either .fJt;1If:J·ul. of al1 acts 
and tbings done before; or special, to revoke 
a particular thing. 5 Coke. 90 .. 

Revocation by act of lbe party is an inten· 
tional or voluntary revocation. The princi
pal ins tances occur in tile case of authorities 
and powers of attorney and wills. 

.A. r e"ocfltion in law, or cons~ructive revo.
cation, is produced by a ru le of law. irrespect. 
i vely of the intention of the parties. 'rhus. 
a powt'1' of attOl'llAY is in general revoked by 
the death of the principal. Sweet. 

REVOCATION OF PROBATE is 
where probate of a will. ha.ving been grant. 
ed, is afterwards recalled by the court of 
probate, on proof of a subsequent will. or 
other sUlilcient cause. 

REVOCATIONE PARLIAMENTI. 
An ancient writ for recalling a parliament. 
4 Inst. 44. 

REVOCATUR. Lat. It is recolled. This 
is the t.erm, in English practice , appl'opriat,e 
to signify that a judgment is annulled or 
set aside forenor in fact; if for error in la.w, 
it is tiJen said to be 1·ecersed. 

REVOKE. To call back; to recall; to 
annul an act by calling or taldng it back. 

REVOLT. The endeavor of the crew of 
a vess!"!' or anyone or more of them, lo over· 
throw the legitimate aut.burityof her com
mander, with intent to remove him from his 
command, or ag;1inst his will to tal,e posse::;
sian or the vt'ssel by assuming the gllVel'll_ 
lli(\nt and navigation of her, or by t.ransfer
ring their ob!dience from the lawful com
mander to some other person. 11 Wheat .. 
417. 

REWARD. A r ecompense or prl"Dlium 
alTered by governllJent or an individual in re
turn for special or extraordinary services to 
be performt'd, or for special attainments (lr 
acuievements, or for some act resulting to the 
beneOt of the public; as, a reward for useful 
inventions, for the discovery and apprehen .. 
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ilIon of crt rninals, for the restoration of lost 
properLy. 

REWME. In old records. Realm, or 
kingdom. 

REX. Lat. The king. The king regard· 
ed as the party prosecuting in a criminal ac
tiollj as in the form of entitling such actions. 
II Rex v. Doe." 

Rex debet esse sub lege quia lex fReit 
regem. The king ought to be under the 
law, because the law makes the king. llll. 
Comm.239. 

Rex est legalis at politicus. La ne, 27. 
The king is both a legal and political person. 

Rex est lex vivens. Jenk. Cent. 17. 
The king is the living law. 

Rex est major singuli8, minor uni· 
versis. Bract. 1. 1, c.8. 'rile king is great
er than any single person, less than all. 

Rex hoc solum non potest faeere quod 
non potest injuste agare. 11 Coke, 72. 
The king can do everything but an injustice. 

Rex non debit esse sub homine, sed 
sub Deo et sub lege, quia lex facit re· 
gem. nract. fol. 5. '.rhe king ought to 
be under no man, but under God and the 
law, because th~ law makes a king. Droom, 
Max. 47. 

Rex non potest peccare. 'rhe king 
cannot do wrong; the king can do no wrong. 
2 Holl e, 304. An ancient anll fundamental 
principle of the Englisb constitution. J enk. 
Cent. p. 9. case 16; 1 Bl. Comm. 246. 

Rex nunquam moritur. The king 
ne\'er dies. Broom. Max. 50; Branch, .Max:. 
(5th Ed.) 197; I Bl. Comm. 249. 

RHANDIR. A part in the division at 
'Vales before the Conquest; every township 
comprehended fOllr gavels, and every gavel 
had fOllr rhandirs. and foul' houses or tene
ments constituted every rhandit·. Tayl. 
Bist. Gav . 6D. 

RHODIAN LAWS. This, the earliest 
code or collection of maritime laws. was for
mulated by lhe people of the island of Rhodes, 
who, by their COlllmercial prosperity and lbe 
superiority of their navies, had acquired the 
sovereignty of the seas. Its date is very un
certain. but is supposed (l1yKent and others) 
to be about 900 B. C. Notuiug of iL is now 
extant except the article on jettison, which 
has been preserved in the Roman collections. 
(Dig. 14. 2 . .. Lex Rhodia de Jactu.") All' 

other code, under the same name, was pu\'
liahed in more modern times, bllt is general. 
Iy "onsiclered. by the best authorities. to be 
spurious. See Schomberg. Mar . La ws Rhodes, 
37. 38; 3 Kent. Comm. 3. 4; Awnl. Mar. 
Law. 26&-296. 

RIAL. A piece of gold coin current for 
lOs., in the reign of Henry VI., at which time 
there were half~rials and q narter-rials or rial
farthings. In the beginning of Queen Eliza
beth's reign, golden rials were coined at 15s. 
a piece; and in the time of James I. the I'e 
were rose-rials of gold at 305. and spul'.rials 
at 15s. Lown. Essay Coins, 38. 

RIBAUD. A rogue; vagrant; whore
monger; a person given to all manner of 
wickedness. Cowell. 

RIBBONMEN. .Associations or ~ecret 
societies formed in Ireland, baving for their 
object the dispossession of landlords by mur· 
der and fire-raiSing. Wharton. 

RICHARD ROE. otherwise TROUB· 
LESOME. '1'hecasual ejector and fictitious 
defendant in ejectment, whose services are 
no longer invoked. 

RICOHOME. Span. In Spanish law . 
A nobleman; a count or baron. 1 White, 
Itecop. 36. 

RIDER. A ritler, or rider-roU, signifies 
a schedille or small piece of parchment an· 
nexed to some part of a roll or record. It 
is frequently familiarly used for any kind ot 
lI. schedule or writing alln~xed to a docurnen$ 
which cannot well be incorporaled in the 
body of sllc.:h document. Thus, in pa.~sing 
bills through a legi:slatllre, when a new clause 
is :Idded afler the bill has passed through 
committee. slich new clause is termed a 
I< rider." Brown. 

RIDER-ROLL. In old English practice. 
A schedule or small piece or parc: hmentadded 
to some part of a roll or record. Cowell; 
BlounL. A supplementary roll. 2 'l'idd, 
Pro 730. 

RIDGLING. A half-castrated borse. 
4 Tex. App. 221. 

RIDING ARMED. In English law. 
'1'he olfense of riding or going armed wilh 
dangerous or unusual weapons is a misde
meanor tending to l1isturb lhe pllblic peacp 

by terrifying the good people of the land. 4 
Steph. Camm. 357. 

RIDING CLERK. In English law. 
Olle of the six clerks in chancery who, in biB 
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N turD for one year, kept the controlment hooks 
of all gnmls that passed the great seal. The 
si.< clorks were superseded by the clerks of 
records and writs. 

[) RIDINGS. (corrupted from trithings.) 
The names of the parts or d.i visions of York
shire, which, of course, are three only. vi z.. , 
East Uiding, North Ridiug, and " 'est Rid-

ping. 

RIEN. Nothing. It appear. in a few 
law Freudl phrases. 

RIEN CULP. L. Fr. In old pleading. 
Q Not guilty. 

RIEN DIT. L. Fr. In old pleading. 
S,ys nothing. (nil dicit.) 

R RIEN LUY DOlT. L. Fr. In old 
pleading. Owes him nothing. 
nil deiJt:ft. 

The plea of 

RIENS EN ARRERE. L. Fr. Noth
i'llg in arrear. A plea in an action of debt 
for arrearages of account . Cowell. 

RIENS LOUR DEUST. L. Fr. Not 
thei r debt. The old form of the plea of nil 
debet. 2 Reeve, Eng. Law, 3::J2. 

RIENS PASSA PER LE FAIT. L. 
Fr . Nothing passed by the deed. A plea 
by which a party might avoid the operation 
of a deed, which llad been enrolled Or ac
knowledged in court; the plea of non est 
factum not being allowed in sucb case. 

RIENS PER DIS CENT. L. Fr. 
Nothing by descent. Tbe plea at an heir. 
where he is Bued for his <meestor's debt, and 
has no land from him by descent, or assets in 
his hands. Cro. Car. 151; 1 Tidd. Pl'. 645; 
2 Tidd. Pl'. 937. 

RIER COUNTY. In old English law. 
After-county; i. e., after the end of the coun
ty court. .A time and place appointed by 
the sheriff for the receipt of the king's mOlley 
after Ule end of his county, or count.y court. 
Cowell. 

RIFLETUM. A coppice or thicket . 
Cowell. 

RIGA. In old European law . A species 
()f service and tribut.e rendered to their lords 
by agricultural te,nants. SupposeJ by Spel
man to 1)e derived from the name of a cer
tain portion of land. called. in England. a 
"rig" or "ridge." an ele\'ated piece at 
ground. formed out of sev(:cal furrows. Bur
rill. 

RIGGING THE MARKET. A term 
at the stock-exchange. denoting the practice 
of inflating the price of given stocks, or en
bancing their quoted value. by a system of 
pretended purchases, designed to gi ve tbe nir 
of an unusual demand for such sLocli.s. See 
L . R. 13 Eq. 447. 

RIGHT. As a noun. aDd taken in an ab
stract sense. the term means justice, ethical 
correctness. or consonance with the rules of 
law or the principl(:s of morals. In this sig
nification It answers to one meaning of the 
Latin "Jus, n and serves to indicate law in 
tbe abstract. considered as the foundation of 
all rights, or the complex of underlyi ng mol'. 
al print:iples which impart the character of 
justice to all positive In w, or gi ve it an ethi
cal content. 

As a noun, and taken in a concrete sense, 
n right signifies u power, privilege, faculty. 
orclemand, inherent in one person and inci~ 

dellt upon another. "Rights" are defined 
generally as "powers of free action. nAnd 
the primal rights pertaining to men are un
doubtedlyenjoyed by human beings purely 
as such. being grounded in personalily, and 
existing antecedently to their recognition by 
positive law . But leaving the abstract mor
al sphere, and giving to the term a juristiC 
can Lent, a "right" is well definell as "a ca
pacity residing in one man of controlling. 
with the assent and assistance of the state, 
the actions of others." Holi. Jur. 69. 

The noun substantive un. right" aignilies that. 
which jurists denominate a "fauult.Yi" that which 
resides in a. determinate person. by virtue of a 
given law, and which avails ag:\inst a perRon (or 
answers to a duty lying on a person) other than 
the person in whom it resides. And the noun sub
stantive "rights" is the plural of the noun substan
tive "a right." But the expression "right, n when 
it is used as an adjective, is equivalent to the ad
jective "jus~" as the adverb" rightly II is equiva-
1entto the adverb "justly. n And, when used as 
tho abstract name con'cspooding to the adjective 
"right, "the Doun substantive" right" is synony
mous with the noun substantive "justice. n Aust. 
JUl'. § 264, note. 

In a narrower signification, the word de
notes an interest oj' title in an object of prop
erty; a just and legal claim to hold. use, or 
enjoy it. or to conveyor donate it. as he may 
please. See Co. Li tt. 34'5a. 

The tenn "right," in civil society, is defined to 
mean that which a man is entitled to have, or to 
do, or to receivo from others within the limits pro· 
scdbed by law. G Neb, 40. 

That which one person ought to have or 
receivCl from another, it being withheld frolL 
him. DC not in his possession. In thi s sense, 
"right" has the force of '·claim. 1I and is prop-
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erly expressed by the Latin "ju.s." Lord Coke 
con5iders this to bl" the proper signification 
of th ... word, espeCIally in WI'its and pleadings. 
where au estate is tw'ned to a ?'ight; as by 
discontinuance. disseisin. etc. Co. LiLt. :145a. 

Classlflcation. Rights may be described 
as perfect or imperfect, accordi ng as their ac
tion or scope is clear, settled. and determi
nate, or is vague and unfixed. 

ltights aro either in personam or in 1'em. 
A right in personam is one which imposes 
an obligation on 1\ definite persoll. A. right 
tn ,'em is one which imposes an oblig.Ltion 
on persons generally; i. e., f-ither ou all tl1e 
\,,"orid or on all the world except certain de
terminate persons. ThllS, if I am elltitled to 
exclude all persons from a given ph-ce of land, 
I have a right in rem. in resppct of that land; 
aud, if thero'are one or mort' persuns, A., B., 
aud C., whom I am no~ entitled. to exclude 
from it, my right is still a right in rem. 
Sweet. 

Rights may also be described as either p1'i
ma ry or secondary. Primary rights are tllose 
which can be created withont reference to 
rights already existing. Secondur?! rights 
can only arise for tbt> purpose of protecting 
or {'nforcing primary rights. They arl' either 
preventh"e (protectiVtl) or remedial (repara· 
ti ve.) Sweet. 

Preventive 01' protective seconda'ry rights 
exist in ord("1' to prevent the infringement or 
loss of primary rights. They are judicial 
when they require the assistance of a court 
of len7 for tbeir enforcement, and extrajUdi
cial when they are capable of being exercised 
by the party himself. Remedial or ,·epara-
ti'lie ~econda1'Y rights are also either judicial 
or extrajudicial. They ma.y further be di
vided into (1) rights o( restitution or restora
tion, which entitle tile person injured to be 
replacoo in his original position; (2) rights 
of enfvrcement, which entitle the person in
jured to the performance of an act by tho per
son bound; and (3) rights of satisfaction or 
compensation . ld. 

'Vith respect to the ownerShip of ('xternal 
objects of property, rights rm~y be classed 
as absolate and qualified. An ausolute right 
gives to the pel'son in whom it inheres the 
uncontrolled dominion over the object ut all 
times and for all purposes. A qUillilied right 
gives the possessor a right to the object for 
certain purposes Ol' un,ler certain circum· 
stances only. Such is the right of a bailee to 
recover the article bailed when it has been 
unlawfully taken from him by a stranger. 

H.i~hts are also either legal or equitable. 

I 
Tbeformer is tbecase where the persall seek· 
ing to enforce the right for his own bellefit 
has the legal title and a remedy at law. The 
latter afe such as are enforceable only in 
equity; as, at the suit of cestui que t'l'USt. 

There is also a classification of rights. with 
respect to the constitution of civil society. 
Thus, according to Blackstone, "the lights 
of persons, considered in their natural ca
pacities, are of t.wo sorts,-absolute ~md Tel
ati'De; absoiutl'. which are such as a.ppertain 
and belong to particular men, merely as in
dividuals or single pt'rsons; relative, which 
are incident to them as memhers of SOCiety, 
and standing in Various relations to each 
other." 1 HI. Comm. 123. 

Rights are also classed as natural, civtl. 
and political. 

\Ve mean by natural rights those which, 
by fair dedtlction from the present phYSical, 
moral, social, and religiOUS characteristics of 
man, he must be invested with, and which 
he ought to llave realized for him in a jural 
society, in order to fu\OIl the entls to which 
his nature calls him. ·Wools. Pol. Science, 
1. 26. 

Political rights consist in the power to 
participate, directly or indirectly, in the es
tablishment or administration of govern
ment. 

Civil rights are such as belong to every 
citizen of tbe slate or country, ur, in a wieleI' 
sense, to all its inhauitants, and are noL con
nected with the organization or administra
tion of government. These rigbts are sUl'h 
as helong to the juristic personality of the 
individual, or pertain to him as a member of 
the community. They include the right of 
freedom, of property, of marriage, of protec
tion by the laws, etc. 

As an adjective, the term" right" means 
just, morally COl'l't~ct, consonant with ethical 
principles or rules of positive law. It is the 
opposite of wrong, unjust, illegal. 

"Itig!.t" is used in law, as well as in eth
ics. as opposed to "wrong." Thus, a person 
way acquire a title by wrong. 

In old English law. The term denoted 
an accusation or cbarge of crime. Fitzh. 
Nat. Drev. 66 F. 

See, also, DltOl1'; Jus; RECHT. 

RIGHT CLOSE, WRIT OF. An abol
ished writ which lay for tenants in ancient 
d~mesne, and others of a similar nature. to 
try the right of their lands and tenements in 
the Call rt of the lord exclusi vely. 1 Steph, 
Comm.224. 
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N RIGHT IN ACTION. This Is a phrase 
trequently used in place of chose In action, 
and having an identical meaning. 

RIGHT IN COURT. o CURIA. 

See RECTUS IN 

RIGHT OF ACTION. The right to 
bring suit; a legal right to mClintain an ac
tion, growing out of a given transacLion or 

p state of facts and based thereon. 
By t il e old writers" right of action" is COIU

monly used to denuLe that a person has los t 
a right of t!lltcy, and has nothi ng but a right 

Q of action left. Co. Litt. 363b. 

RIGHT OF DISCUSSION. In Scotch 
law. '.rhe right which thecalltioner(slirety) 
has to ins ist that the creditor shall do his best 
to compel the performance oEthe contract by 

R the principal debtor, before he shall beca\led 
upon. 1 llell. Cornm. 347. 

RIGHT OF DIVISION. In Scotch lalV. 
The right which each of several caULiODE'l'S 

(sureties) bas to refuse to answer for more 
than his own share of tile debt. To entitle 
the cautioner to this right the other caution
era must be solvent, and there must be no 
word~ in the boud to exclude it. 1 Bell, 
Comm . 347. 

RIGHT OF ENTRY. A right of entry 
is the right of taking or resuming possession 
of land by entering on it in a peaceable man· 
nero 

RIGHT OF HABITATION. In 
Louisiana. The right to occupy another 
man's 110use as a dw elling. wiLhout paying 
renL or other compensation. Civil Code La. 
art. 623. 

RIGHT OF POSSESSION. The right 
to possession which may reside in One man, 
while another has the actual possession, be
ing the right to enter and Lurn out snch act· 
ual QCCII pant; e. g., the right of a disseisee. 
An appi\rent r ight of po:;ses:i iun isone which 
may blj ut!reatt!ll by a better; an actual right 
of posseSSion, one which will stand the test 
against all opponents. 2 Bl. Comm. 196. 

RIGHT OF PROPERTY. The mere 
right of property in land ; Lhe abstract right 
which rf'mains to tile owner after he bas lost 
the righL of possession, and to reco\"er which 
the writ of right w<\s given. United \\lith 
poss[>ss ion, and the r ight of possf:'ss ion, this 
right constitutes a complel~ title to lands, 
tenements. and hereditaments. 2BI. Comm. 
197. 

RIGHT OF RELIEF. In Scotch law. 
The right of a cautioner (surety) to demand 
reimbUrsement from the prinCipal df'b tor 
when he bas been compelled to pay .tbedebt. 
Illoll. Comm. 347. 

RIGHT OF REPRESENTATION 
AND PERFORMANCE. By the acts 3 ,,<; 
4 Wrn. IV. c. 15. and 5 & 6 Vict. c. 45. the 
author of a play. opera. or musical composi 
Lion, or his assignee, has the sole right of 
represen Ling or causing it to be represented in 
public at any place in the Rritish dOIll.inions 
during the same period as the copyr igh t in 
the work exists. Tbe right is distinct fro m 
the copyright, and requires to be separately 
registered. Sweet. 

RIGHT OF SEARCH. In tnternation
allaw. The right of one vessel, on the high 
seas, to stop a vessel of another nationality 
and examine her papel's and (in some cases) 
her cargo. Thus, in time of war, a vessel ot 
either belligerf'nt has the right Lo sl~arch a 
lIelltrai ship, encountered at sea, to ascertain 
whe ther the latter is carrying conLraiJand 
goocls. 

RIGHT OF WAY. The right of pas
sage orof way is a servitude imposed by Iii W or 
by convention, and by virtue of which one 
bas a right to pass on fooli, or horseback, or 
in a vehicle, to drive beasts of burden or 
carts, throllgh the estate of another. When 
this sCrYiLllde results from the law, the ex
ercise of it is confined to t.he wauts of the 
person who has it. \Vhen it is the result of a 
contract, its extent and the mode of using it 
is reglllated uy the contract. Civil Code La. 
art. 722. 

"Right or way," In its strict meaning, is the 
right or passage over another man's grouud; and in 
its legal and generally accepted meaning, in refer
ence to a ?·(titwny, it is a Dlerc easomont in tho 
lands of others, obtained by lawful condemnation 
to public USB or by purchase. It would be using 
the term in an unusual sense, by applying it to an 
absolute purchase ot tbo fee-simple or lauds to be 
used for a railway or any otberkiud of a way. 50 
Wis. 76, 5 N. W. lWp. 4.8Z. 

RIGHT PATENT. An obsolete writ. 
which was broughtfor lands and tenements, 
and not for an advowson, or common, and 
lay only for an esLate in fee-simple, and not 
for him who had a lesser estatp.; as tenant in 
tail, t enant in frank marriage, or tenant for 
life. Fitzh. Nat. Brev . 1. 

RIGHT TO BEGIN. On the hearing 
or trial of a calise, or the argument of a de
murrer, petition, etc., the right to begin is 
the righl of Gr~t addressing the court or jury 
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The right to begin Is frequently of Impor. 
tance, as the counsel who begins has also the 
right of replying or having the last word aft;. 
eT the counsel on the opposite side has ad~ 
dressed the court or jury. Sweet. 

RIG H T TO REDEEM. The term 
"right or redemption," or "right to redeem," 
i8 fHmil iarly used to describe the estate of the 
debtor when under mortgage, to be sold at 
auction, in con~raclistinction to an absolute 
estate. to be set off by 8ppraisllInent. It 
would be more consonant to the legal char~ 
aeter of tllis interest to call it the "debtor's 
est.ate subject to mortgage." 3 .Mete. (Mass.) 
86. 

RIGHT, WRIT OF. A procedure for 
the recovery of real property after not more 
than sixty years' ad verse possession; the 
highest writ in tile law, sometilU~s called. to 
distinguish it from others of the droitural 
class, the" writ of right propel'. II Abolished 
by 3 &4 Wm. IV. c. 27. 3 ~teph . Comm . 392. 

RIGHTS OF PERSONS. Rights which 
concern and nre annexed to the p ersons of 
men. 1 Bl. Comm. 122. 

RIGHTS OF THINGS. Such as a man 
may acquire o\'pr external objects, or things 
unconnected with his person. 1 ill. Comm. 
122. 

RIGHTS, PETITION OF. See PETI· 

TION OF RIGHTS. 

RIGOR JURIS. Lat. Strictness of law. 
Latch, 150. Dlstinguislled from gratia cu
ria, favor of the court. 

RING. A clique; an exclusive combina
tion of persons for illegitimateor seWsil pur
poses; as to control elections or politica.l af
fairs, distribute offices. obtain contracts, con_ 
trol tbe m·arket or the stock-exchange, etc. 

RING·DROPPING. A trick variously 
practised. One mode is as follows, the cir
cumstances lIeing taken from 2 East, P. C. 
67H: The prisoner, with accomplices , being 
with their victim, pretend to lind a ring 
wrapped in paper, appearing to be a jewel
er's recl'ipt for a .. rich, brilliant diamond 
ring." They offer to leave the ring with the 
victim if he will deposit some mont'y and his 
watch as It security . He lays <lOWD his 
wat<.:b and money. is beckoned alit of the 
room by one of the confederates. while the 
others take aViaY his watch, etc. This is a 
larceny. 

RINGING "'HE CHANGE. In crimi. 
nallaw. A trick practised. bya criminal, by 
which. on receiving a good piece of money in 
payment of an article. he pretends it is not 
good, and. cbanging it, returns to the buyer 
a spurious coin. See 2 Leach. 786; l3ouvier. 

RINGING UP. A custom among com· 
mission merchants and brokers (not unlike 
the clearing-house system) hy which they ex
change contracts for sale against contracts 
for purchase, or reciprocally cancel such con
tracts. adjust differences of price between 
themsel ves, and surreuller margins. See 11 
Biss. 60; 81 Fed. Rep. 12. 

RINGS, GIVING. In English practice . 
.A. custom ohserved by scrjeants at law, on 
being called to that degree or order. The 
rings are given to the judges, and bear cer
tain moLtot:ls, selected by the serjeant about 
to take the degree. Brown. 

RIOT. In criminal law. A tumultuous 
disturbance of the peace by three persons or 
more. assembling together of their own all· 
thority, with un intent mutually to a.~sist 

each other against any who shall oppose 
them, in the execution of some enterprise of 
a private nat.ure, and afterwards actually' 
executing the same in a violent and turbul~nt 
manner, to the terror of the people, whether 
the act intended were of itself lawful or un
lawful. IIawk. P. C. c. 65, § 1; 2 ~lcCord. 
117; 1 [Jill, (S. C.) 861. 

When Lhree or lUore persons together, and 
in a violent or tumultuous manuer, assemble 
together to do an unlawful act, or together 
do a lawful ar.t in an unlawful, violent, 
or tumultuous manner, to the disturbance 
of others, they nre guilty of a riot. Rev. 
Code Iowa, 1880, § 4067. 

.Any use of force Ot' violence, disturbing 
the public pe,\cIj, or any threat to use such 
force or violence, if accompanied by imme
diate power of execution, by two or more 
persons acting to~ther, and wi t hout au
thority of law, is a riot. Pen. Code Cal. 
§ 404. 

RIOT ACT. .A celebrated English .tat· 
ute, which provides that, if any twel ve per
sons or more are unlawfUlly assemllied and 
disturbing the peace, any sherift', under· 
sheriff. justice of the peace, or mayor may, 
by proclamation, command them to dis!'erse, 
(which is familiarly called "reading the r iot 
act,") and that if they refuse to obt?y. and 
remain together for the space of one hOUl 

after such proclamation. they are aU guilt, 
of felony. The act is 1 Geo. 1. St. 2, c. 5. 
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N RIOTOSE. L. Lat. Riotously. A form· 
al and essential word in old indictments for 
riots. 2 Strange, 834. 

RIO TO U S ASSEMBLY. In English o criminal law. The llnlawful asseruLling of 
tW1:'1 ve persons or more, to the distu rbance 
of tbe peace, and noL dispersing upon procla
mation. 4 Dl. Comm. 142 ; 4 :steph. Comm. 

p 273. 

RIOTOUSLY. A technical word, prop
erly used in indictments for riot. It of it~el f 
implies foroe and violence. 2 Chit . Crim. 

Q Law, 489. 

RIPA. Lat. The banks of a river, or 
the place beyond which the waters do not in 
their lIa~ural course overflow. 

R RIPARIA. A medieval Latin word, 
which Lord Coke takes to meaD water nlll
ning between two banks; ill otber places it 
is renuered "bank." 

RIPARIAN. Belonging or relaLing to 
the bank of u river; of or OIl the bank. 

RIPARIAN NATIONS. In interna
tIonal law. Those who possess oppusiLe 
banks or different parts of bauks of one and 
the same ri ver. 

RIPARIAN OWNER. A riparian pro
prietor; one who owns land on the bank of a 
river. 

RIPARIAN PROPRIETOR. Anowner 
of land, bounded generally upon a stream of 
water. and as such having l\ qualified prop
erty in the soil to the thread of lhe stream 
with tho privileges ,inDexed. thereto lJy Jaw. 
22 Pick. 355. 

RIPARIAN RIGHTS. The rights of 
the owners of lands on tho banks of wllter· 
COlll'ses, relating to the water, its use, own
erslJip of soil unLier the stream. accretions, 
etc, 

Riparum usus publicus est jure gen
tium. Bicut ipsiuB lluminis. The use of 
river-banks is uy the law or nl1tions public, 
like that of t.he stream itself. Dig. 1.8, 5, 
pr.; Fleta, I. 3, e. 1, ~ 5. 

RIPTOWELL, or REAPTOWEL. A 
gratuity or reward given to tenants after 
tlley had reaped their lord's corn, or done 
othel' ClistOIlIt":Y duties. Coweli. 

RIPUARIAN LAW. An ancicnt code 
ot laws by which t~le Ripl1i1rii, a tribe of 
Franks who occupied the country upon the 

Rhine, the )Iense. and the Scheidt, were gCY. 

erned. They were first rellueed to writing 
by Theodoric, king of Auslrasia, and com
pleted by Dagobert. Spelman. 

RIPUARIAN PROPRIETORS. Own
ers of la~ds bounded uya river or water
course. 

RISCUS. L. Lat. In the civil law. A 
chest for the keeping of clothing. Calvin . 

RISK. In insurance law; the danrs:er 01 

hazard of a loss of the property insured; the 
casualty contemplated in a contract of insur
liUce; the degree of hazard; and. colloq uially, 
the spedfic house, factory, ship, etc., cov
ered by lhe policy. 

RISKS OF NAVIGATION. It Is held 
that this term is not the equivalent of .. perils 
of navigation." but is of more comprehen
sive impurt than tho latter. 48 N. Y. 419. 

RISTOURNE. Fr. In insurance law; 
the dissolution of a policy or contract of in
sunmcc for any cause. Emerig. Trait6 des 
Asslir. c. 16. 

RITE. L1t. Duly and formalIy; legal
ly; properly; technically. 

RIVAGE, In French law. The shore, 
as of the sea. 

In English law. A toll anciently paid 
to the crown for the passage or boats or ves
sels on certain dyers. Cowell. 

RIVEARE. To have the liberty of a 
river for fish ing and fowling. Cowell. 

RIVER. A natural stream of water, of 
greater volume than a creek or rivu~et, flow~ 
ing in a Ulore or less permanent bed or ch;tn~ 
nel, between defined banks or walls, with a 
current which may either be continuous in 
one direction or affected by the ebb and flow 
of the tide. 

Rivers are public or private; and otpublic 
rivers some are navigable and others not . 
The common-law distinctIon is that naviga
ble rivers are those only wherein the tide 
ebbs and Haws. But, in familiar usage. any 
river is navigable which afIords passage to 
ships and vessels. irrespective at its being af
fecled by lhe tide. 

R.rXA. Lat. In the cIvil law. A quar.
reI; a sirife of words. Calvin. 

RlXATRIX. In old English law. A 
scold; a scolding or qnanelsome woman. 4 
lli. Comm. 168. 
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ROA.D. A way or passage; a line ot. 
trRyel orcommunication extending from one 
town or place to another. 

"Road" and "way" are not synonymous terms. 
"Road" is llsed to designate the land over which 
a way, public or private. is established. 8 Nev. 
S6l. 

Roads are of two kinds,-public R:1d p1'i
~ate. Public f{'lilds are those which are made 
use of as highways. which are generally fur
nished and kept up by the owners of the ~s
tates adjacent to them. Private roads are 
those which aTB only open for the benefit of 
certain individuals. to go from and to their 
homes . for the service of their lands. and for 
tbl) nse of 811me estates exclusively. Civil 
Coda La. art. 70{. 

In maritime law. An open passage of 
the sea that receives its denomination com
monly from some part adjacent, which. 
though it lie out at sea, yet, in respect of lhe 
situation of the land adjacent, aud the depth 
und wideness of tha place, is a safe place for 
the common riding or ~nchoring of ships ; 
as Dovel' road, Kirkley road, etc. Hale de 
Jure Mar. pt. 2, c. 2. 

ROADSTED. In maritime law. A 
known general station for ships, notoriollsly 
userJ. as Stich, and distinguished by the name; 
anrJ. not any spot where an anchor will find 
bottom and fix itself. 1 C. Rob. Adm. 232. 

ROBBATOR. In old English law. A 
robber. Robbato1'es et burglatores, robbers 
and burglars. Bract. fo1. 115b. 

• 
ROBBER. One who commits a robbery. 

ROBBERY. Robbery is the felonious 
taking of personal property in the possession 
of anolher, from his person or immediate 
presence, and against his will, accomplished 
by means of force or fear. Pen . Code Cal. 
!i 211; 1 Hawk. P. C. 25; 4 Bl. Comm. 2{3; 
3 Wash. C. C. 209; 15 Ind. 288 ; 16 Miss . 40l. 

Robbery is the wrongful. frauduler.t. and 
viol ent taking of money. goods, or challels, 
from the pl'l'son of another by force or in
timidation , without the consent of the own
er. Code Ga. 1882, § 4389. 

Robbery is where a person, either with 
violence or with threats of injury , and put
ting tlle person robbed in fear, takes and 
carries away a thing which is on the body. 
or in the immediate presence of the person 
from whom it is taken. under such circum
slantes that. in the absence of violence or 
tllreats, the act committed would he a theft. 
Stepb. Crim. Dig. 208; 2 Russ. Crimea, 78. 

ROBE. Fr. A word anciently used by 
sailors for the cargo of a Ship. The Italian 
"roba" bad the same meaning. 

ROBERDSMEN. In old English law. 
Persons who, in the reign of Richard 1., 
committ.ed great outrages on the borders of 
England and Scotland. Said to have been 
the followers of Hobert llood, or Robin Hood. 
4 BI. Comm. 246. 

ROD. A lineal measure of sixtf'fln feet 
and a balf, otherwise called a "perch." 

ROD KNIGHTS. In feudal law. Cer
tain servitors who beld their land by serving 
their lords on horseback. Cowell. 

ROGARE. Lat. In Roman law. To 
ask or solicit. Roga1'e legem, to ask for the 
adoption of a law, i, e., to propose it for en
actment, to bring in a bill. In a derivative 
sense, to vote for a law so proposed; to adopt 
01' enact it. 

ROGATIO. Lat. In Homan law. An 
asking for a 1a w; a proposal of a law for 
adoption or passage. Derivatively, 8 law 
passed by such a form. 

ROGATIO TESTIUM, in making a 
nuncupative will, is where the testatol'form
ally calls upon the persons present to bear 
witness that he has declared his will. 'Will
iams, Ex'rs. 116; Browne, Prob. Pl'. 59. 

ROGATION WEEK. Thesecond week 
before Whitsunday, titus called from three 
fasts observed thel'ein. theMonday, Tu('sday, 
and 'Wednesday, called "Hogation days," be
cause of t.he extraordinal'Y prayers then made 
for the fruits of t.he earth, or as a prepara. 
tion for the devotion of Holy Thursday. 
'Wharton. 

Rogationes, qurestiones, et positiones 
debent esse simplices. Hob. 143. De
mands, questions, and claims ought to be 
simple. 

ROGATOR. Lat. In Roman law. The 
proposer of a la w or rogat.ion. 

. ROGATORY LETTERS. A commis
sion from one judge to another requesting 
him to examine a witness. 

ROGO. Lat. In Roman law. I ask; I 
request.. A precatory expression often lIsed 
in will. . Dig. 30, 108, 13, 14. 

ROGUE. In English criminal law. An 
idle and disorderly person; a tricksL€'r; a 
wandering beggar; a vagrant or vagauond. 
4 BI. Corum. 169. 
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N ROLE D'EQUIPAGE. In French mer-

o 

cantile law. The list of a ship's crew; a 
mllster roll. 

ROLL. A Bchedule of parchment which 
may be turned up with the band in the form 
of a pipe or tube. Jacob. 

A schedule or sheet of parchment on which 
legal proceedings are entered . Tbus. in En-

p glish practice, the roll of parchment on which 
the issue is enter('d is termed tile "issue roll. II 
So the rolls of a manor, wherein the names, 
rents. and services of Lhe tenants are copied 

Q 
and enrolled. are termed the "court rolls.," 
There are Sl80 various other rolls; as those 
which contain the records of the court of 
chancery. those which l!ontain the registers 
of the proceedings of old parliaments, called 

R "rolls of pariiulnellt." etc. B rown . 
In English practice. there were formerly a 

great variety of these rolls, appropriated to 
the different proceedings; sucb as the wal'
rant of attoTney roll, the process roll, the 
recognizance roll, the imparlance roll, (,he 
plea roll, the issue roll, tlte Judgment roll, 
the 8ci1'e facias roll. and tile roll of proceed
ings on wr its of error. 2 Tidd. Pro 729, 730. 

In modern practice, the term is sometimes 
used t o. denote a record of the proce~dings or 
a court or public office. Thus, lhe {(j udg
ment roll" is the file of record~ comprising 
the pleadings in a ease, anll all the other pro
ceedings up to the jUdgment, arrar,ged in 
order. In this sense tbe use of the word has 
survived its appropriateness; for such rec
ords are no longer prepared in the form of a 
roll. 

ROLLING STOCK. The portable or 
movable apparatus and macllinery of a rail
road, particularly slich as moves on lhe road, 
viz., engines. cars, tenders, coaches. and 
trucks. 

ROLLING S T 0 C K PROTECTION 
ACT. The act of 35 ... 36 Viet. c. 50. passed 
to protect the rolling s tock of railways from 
distress or sale in certain cases. 

ROLLS, MASTER OF THE. See 
MASTEn. OF TilE ROLLS. 

ROLLS OF PARLIAMENT. The 
manuscript regh;tcrs of the prol'eedi ngs of 
old parliaments; in these rolls are likewise a 
great many decisions of ditlicult points of 
law. which were frequently, in former times, 
referred to the determination of this snpreme 
-eoUl't by the judges of both benches, etc. 

ROLLS OF THE EXCHEQUER. 
There are several in this court relating to 
the revenue of the country. 

ROLLS OF THE TEMPLE. In En
glish law. In each of the two Temples is a 
roll called lhe "calves-head roll," wherein 
every bencher. barrister, and student is taxed 
yearly j also meals to the cook and other of
ficers of the houses, in considera.lion of a 
dinner of calves-bead, provilled. in Easter 
term. Orig. Jur. 199. 

ROLLS OFFICE OF THE CHAN
CERY. In English la W. An office in Chan
cery Lane, London, which contains rolls and 
records of the higb court of chancery, the 
master whereof is the second person in the 
chancery, etc. The rolls court was there 
beld, the master of the rolls sitting as judge; 
and that judge still sits there as a judge of 
t he chancery diVision of the high court of 
justice. Wbarton. 

ROMA PEDITlE. Pilgrims that trav
eled to Home on foot. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
ACT, The statute 23 & 24 Vict. c.134, pro
viding a method for enjoying estates given 
upon trust for Homan CathOliCS, but inval· 
idated by reason of ce rtaio of the trusts be
ing superstitious or otherwise illegal. 8 
Steph. Corum. 76. 

ROMAN LAW. This term, in a gen
eral sens<', comprehends all the laws which 
prevailed among the Homans, withd'ut regard 
to the time of their origin, including tile col
lections of Ju stinian. 

In a more restricted sense, the Germans 
und prsland by this term merf' ly the law of 
Justinian, as adopted by them. .Mackeld. 
Hom. Law. § 18. 

In England and America, it appe~lrs to be 
customary to use the phrase,indi fferenLly with 
"the civil law, n to deSignate the whole sys
tem of Roman jurisprudence, including the 
Corpus JW'is Civilis; or, if any distinction 
is drawn, lhe expression "civil Jaw" denotes 
the system of jurisprudence obtaining in t hose 
countries of continental Europe which have 
deriv t.'d their juridical notions and princip les 
from the Justinian collection. while HRoman 
la w" is reserved as the proper appellation of 
the body of law developed under the govern
ment of Rome from the earliest times to the 
fnll of the empire. 

ROME-SCOT, 
Peter'pence, (g. '0.) 

or ROME-PENNY. 
CowelL 
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ROMNEY MARSH. A tract of land In 
the county of Kent. England. containing 
twenty.foul' thousand acres, governed by cer· 
tain ancient and equital>le laws of sewers. 
composed Ly Uenry de Bathe, a venerable 
jUdge in tbe reign of king Henry III.; from 
whicb laws all commissioners of sewers in 
England may receive light and direction. 3 
BI. Comm. 73, note t; 4 Inst. 276. 

ROOD OF LAND. The fuurth part of 
an acre in square measure, or one thousand 
two hundred and ten square yards. 

ROOT. The under-ground portion of a 
tree or plant, which serves to support and 
nourish it. 

ROOT OF DESCENT. The 8.me 88 

'''stock ot descent." 

ROOT OF TITLE. The document with 
which an abstract of title properly com.mences 
is called the" root" of the title. Sweet. 

ROTULUS WINTONllE. The roll of 
Winton. An exact survey of all England. 
made by Alfred, not unlike that of Domes
day; and it was so called because it was 
kept at "Winchester, among other records at 
tbe ki ngdom; but this roll time has dest.royed. 
Ingulph. Hist. 516. 

ROTURE. Fr. In old l"rench and 
Canadian law. A free tenure without the 
privilege of nobility; tlle tenure of a free 
commoner. 

ROTURIER. Fr. In old French and 
Canadian law. A free tenant (,.f hmd on serv
ices exigil;le either in money or in kind. 
Steph. Lect. 229. A free commoner; one 
who held of a superior, but could bave no 
inferior iJelow him. 

ROUND~ROBIN. Acircle dividf'd from 
the center, like Arthur's round tablE', whence 
its supposed origin. In each cornpartlllf!nt is 
a signature, 80 that the entire circle. when 

ROS. A kind of rushes, which some ten· filled, exhibits a list, without prior ity being 
ants were obliged by tueir tenure to fUlllish given to any name. A common form of 
their lords withal. Cowell. round·robin is simply to write the nar.les in 

. a circular form. 'Vharlon. 
ROSLAND. Heathy ground, or ground 

full of ling; also watery and moorish land. 
1 Inst. 5. 

ROSTER. A list of persons who are to 
perfoflo certain legal duties when called upon 
in their turn. ]n military affairs it is a table 
or pJan by which the duty of officers is regu· 
lated. 

ROTA. L. Lat. Succe~sion; rotation. 
" Buta of presentations;" "1'ota of Lhetel·ma." 
2 W. BI. 772. 773. 

The name of two ancient courts , one held 
.at Rome and tile other at Genoa. 

ROTA. Span. In Spanish law. Oblit· 
erated. WhiLe.New Recop. u.:J, tit. 7,c. 5, 
§ 2. 

ROTHER·BEASTS. A term which in· 
dudes oxeu, cows, ste~rs, heifers. ami slich 
like horned animals. Cowell. 

ROTTEN BOROUGHS. Small bor· 
oughs in England. which prior to the reform 
act, 18::12, returned one or more members to 
parliament. 

ROTTEN CLAUSE. A clause 80m .. 
ti mes inserted in pohcies of marine insura.nce, 
to the effect that "if. on a regular survey. the 
-ship shall be declared unseaworthy by reason 
of bring Totten or unsound," the insurers 
.sball be diSCharged. 1 Phil. In8. § 849. 

ROUP. In Scotch law. A sule byauc
tion. nell. 

ROUT. A rout is an unlawful assembly 
which bas made a motion towards the execu
tion of the common purpose of the persons as
sembled. It is, therefore. between an Ull

lawful assembly and a riot. Steph. Crim. 
Dig. 41. 

'Vhenever two or more persons, assembled 
and acting together, make any attempt or 
adv<lD<!e towa.rd the commission of an act 
which would be a riot if actually committed; 
such assem bly is a rout. 1:'en. Code Cal. 
§ 406. 

ROUTE. Fr. In French insurance law. 
'I'he way that is taken to make the voyage 
insured. The direction of the voyage as
sured. 

ROUTOUSLY. In pleading. A technic
al word in indictments. generally coupled 
with the word. "riotously." 2 Chit. Crim. 
Law. 488. 

ROY. L. Fr. The king. 

Roy est l'original de touts franchis63. 
Keil w. 138. The king is the origin of aU 
frallcliises. 

Roy u'est lie per ascun statute si il 
ne soit expressment nosme. Tbe king is 
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DOt bound by any statute, unless expressly 
nan~ed. Jenk. Cent. 307; Broom, Max. 72. 

Roy poet dispenser ove malum pro
hibitum, mais non malum per se. Jank. 
Cent. 307. The king can grant a dispensa
tion for a malum prohibitum, but not for a 
malum per se, 

ROYAL ASSENT. The royal assent Is 
P the last form through which a bill goes pre

viollsly to becoming an act of parliament . It 
is, in the words of Lord Hale. "the comple
ment antI perfection. of a law." The royal 
assent is given either by the queen in person Q or by royal commission by the queen herself. 
sig,ned with her own hand. !tis rarely given 
In person, except when at the end of the ses
sion the queen attends to- prorogue parlia.. 

R ment, If sbe should do 80. Brown. 

ROYAL BURGHS. Boroughs incorpo· 
rated in Scotland by royal charter. Bell. 

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE. Un-
, der the statute 42 .\; 43 Viet. c. 78. § 28. this 

is the name given to the buildings, together 
with all additions thereto. erected under the 
courts of justice building act. 1865. (28 & 29 
Viet. c. 49,) and courts of justice concentra
tion (site) act. 1865. (28 & 29 Viet. c. 49.) 
Browll . 

ROYAL FISH. Whale and sturgeon; so 
called in English law, as belonging to the 
king by prerogative. when thrown asllore,or 
caught near the coast. A branch of th~ 

king's ordinary rljvenue. 1 Bl. Comm . 290; 
2 Steph. Comm. 554. 

ROYAL G RANT~. Con veyances of rec
ord. in England. They are of two kinds: (1) 
Letters patent; and (2) letters close, or writs 
close. 1 Steph. Cumm. 615- 618. 

ROYAL HONORS. In the language of 
diplomacy, this term de~ignatt's the privilege 
enjoyeJ by every em !-lire or ldngdom in Eu
rope, by the pop~. the grand duchies of Ger
mallY. and the Germ~lnic ~\Ild Swiss confl'der
ations, to precedence over all others who do 
not enjoy the same rank, with the exclusive 
right of sending to other states public min is
tprs of the first rank, as am uassadors, togeth
er with other distin(:tive titles and ceremo
nies. Wheat. Int. Law. pt. 2. c. 3. § 2. 

ROYAL MINES. Mines of silver and 
gold belonged to the king of England. as part 
of his prerogative of coinage, to furnish him 
with material. 1 Bl. Comm. 294. 

ROYALTIES. Reg"lities; royal prop
erty. 

ROYALTY. A payment reserved by the 
grantor of a patent, lease of a mine. or similar 
right, and payable proportionately to the use 
made of the right by the grantee. 

Royalty also sometimes means a payment 
which is made to an allthor or composer by 
an assignee or licensee in respect of each copy 
of his work which is sold, or to an inventor 
in respect of each article sold under the pat
ent. Sweet. 

RUBRIC. Directions printed in books of 
la wand in prayer-books, so termed beca.l1se 
they were originally distinguished by red ink. 

RUBRIC OF A STATUTE. Its title, 
which was anciently printed in red iptters. 
It serves to show Lhe object of the leg isla
ture, and thence affords the means of inter
preting the body of the actj hence the phrase, 
of an argnment, "a rub1'O ad nigrum." 
Wharton. 

R U DEN E S S. Roughness; incivility; 
violence. TOUChing another with rudeness 
may constitute a battery. 

RUINA. Lat. In the civil law. Ruin. 
the falling of a house. Dig. 47 J 9. 

RULE, 'D. This verb bas two significa
tions : tI) to command or reqnire by a rule 
of courtj as, to rule til e sheriff to return the 
writ, to rule the defendant to plead. (2) 
To settle or decide a point of law arising up· 
on a trial at nisi p1'ius; and, when it is said 
of a judge presiding at such a trial that he 
"ruled" so and so, it is meant that he laid 
down, settled. 01" decided such and such to be 
the law. 

RULE, n. 1..An established standard, 
gUide, or r€'gulation; a prin(:iple or regula· 
tion set up by authOrity, prescr ioing or di 
recting action or forbearancei as. the rules 
of a legislative body. of a company, court, 
puulic office, of the law, of ethics. 

2. A regulation made by a court of justice 
or public omce wiLh reference to the conduct 
of business therein. 

3 . .An order made by a court, at theinstance 
of one of the parties to a suit. commanding 
a ministerial ulllcer, or the opposile party, to 
do some act, or to show l:allse why some act 
should not be done. It is llSIJally upon sOlUa 
interlocutory matter, and has not the force 
or solemnity of a decree or jUdgment. 

4. "Uule" somebmes means a rule of law. 
Thus, we speak of the rule against perpetu1. 
tiesj the rule in Shelley1s Case. etc. 

RULE ABSOLUTE. One which com
mands the suuject-matter of the rule to be. 
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forth with enforced. It is lIsual, when the 
party has failed to show sllfficient CHuse 
against a rule nisi, to II m'\ke the rule ahso
lute." i. e., imperative and tinal. 

RULE· DAY. In practict> . The day on 
which a rule is returnable, or on which Lhe 
act or duty enjOined by a rule is to be per
formed. 

RULE IN SHELLEY'S CASE. A 
celebrated rule in English law. propounded 
in Lord Coke's reports in the following form: 
That whenever a man, by any gift or con
veyance, takes an estate of freehold, and in 
the same gift or conveyance an estate is lim
ited, either mediately or immediately, to his 
heirs in fee or in tail, the word "heirs" is a 
word of lim.ita tion and not of purchase. In 
otber words. it is to be understood as ex
pressing the quantity of ('stale which the 
party is to take. and not as conferring any 
distinct estate on the persons who rna)' be· 
come his repr?s (~ntati\'es . 1 Coke. 104aj 
1 Step~. Comm. 308. 

RULE NISI. A rule which will become 
Imperative and final 'lLnle$,~ calise be shown 
against it. This rulecommnnds the party to 
ahow cause wby be should not be compelled 
to do the act required, or why the object of 
the rule should not be enforced. 

RULE OF 1756. A rule of international 
law, first practicallyestabllshed in 1756, by 
which neutrals, in timeof war, are prohibited 
from carrying all with a belligerent power a 
trade wbich is not open to them in time of 
peace. 1 Kent. Comm . 82. 

RULE OF COURSE. There are some 
rules which the eourts authorize their officers 
to grant as a matter or course, witbout form· 
al application being made to a judge in open 
court, and tht::se are technically termed, 
in English practice, "side·1mI' rules," be~ 
cause formerly they were moved for by the 
the attorneys at the side bar in court. They 
Rre now generally termed "rules of course." 
Brown. 

RULE OF LAW. A legal principle. of 
general application. s;tnctioneu by the reCt)g
nition of authorities, and usually expressed in 
the form of a max im or logical proposition. 
Called a "rule," iJecause in doubtful or un
foreseen cases it is a guide or norm for their 
decisioIl . Toull1er, tit . prel. DO. 17. 

RULE OF PROPERTY. A settled rule 
or principle, resting usually on precedents or 

8 course ot decisions. regulating the owner 
slJip or devolution of property. 

RULE OF THE ROAD. The popular 
English name for the regulations governing 
the navigation of vessels in public water::J, 
with a view to preventing collisions. Sweet. 

RULE TO PLEAD. A rule at court. 
taken by a plaintiff as of course, n'quiring 
the defendant to ple/\d within a given time. 
on pain of having judgment taken against 
him by default. 

RULE TO SHOW CAlJSE. A rule 
commanding the party to appear and sbuw 
callse why he should not be compelled to do 
the act required, or why the object of the 
rule ahollid not be enforced; a rule nist, (q. 'D.) 

RULES. In American practice. This 
term is sometimes used, by metonymy. to 
denote a time or season in Lhe judicial year 
when mutions may be made and rules taken 
as special terms or al"gumen~days, or eyer 
the Yacations, as distinguished from the 
regular terms of tho courts for the trial of 
causes; and, by a further extension of its 
meaning, it may denote proceedings in an 
action taken out of court. Thu~, "an ir
regularity committed at rulta may be COl'· 

rected at the next term of the court. " 12 
Gra~. 312. 

RULES OF A PRISON. Certain limits 
wiLhont Lhe walls, within which all prison· 
ers in custody in civil actions were allowt'd 
to live, upon giving sutlicient security to the 
marshal not to escape. 

RULES OF COURT. The rules for 
regulating the practice of the differenL courts, 
which the jutiges are empowered to frame 
and put in force as occasion lDay reqUire, 
are termed "rules of court." Brown. 

RULES OF PRACTICE. Certain or
ders made by the courts for the purpose of 
regulating the practice in actioDs ancI other 
proceedings before them . 

RULES OF THE KING'S BENCH 
PRISON. In English practice. Certain 
lim its heyond the walls of the prison, wiLilin 
which all prisoners in custody in civil actions 
were allowed to live, upon giving set.:urity 
by bond, with two sufficient sureties, to the 
marshal, not to escape. and paying him a 
certain percentage on the amount of the 
debts for which they were detained. Holt
house. 

RUM 0 R. Flying or popular report; a 
current story passillg from one per~f)n to an-
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other without any known authority for the 
truth o[ it. Webster. It is not gem-rally 
admissible in evldelJce. 

RUN, c. To have currency or legal va
lidity in a prescribed territory; as, the writ 
t"''II,ns throughout the county. 

To have applicability or legal effect during 
1& prescri bed period of time; as, the statute of 
limitations has run against the claim. 

To follow or accom pany; to be attached to 
"mother thing in pursuing a prescribed course 
or direction; as, the covenant runs with the 
land. 

RUN. n. In American law. A waier
",'()urse of "mall size. 2 Bibb. 354. 

the reversion" when either the llauility t() 
perform it or the right to take advantage of 
it passes to the assignee of that reversion. 
Brown. 

RUNRIG LANDS. Lands in Scotland 
where the ridges ofa field bfllongalLe mativl:'. 
ly to different proprietol's. AnCiently this 
kind of possession was advantageous in giv
ing a united interest to tenants to resist in
roads. 13y the act of 1695. c. 23. a division 
of these lands was authorj~eu . with the ex
ception of lands belonging to corporations .. 
Wharton. 

RUPEE. A silver coin of India. rated at. 
28. fur the current, and 29. 3d. for the BolU-

RUNCARIA. In old records. Land full bay, rupee. 
"f brambles and briars. 1 lust. 5a. 

RUNCINUS. In old English law. A 
load-horse; a sumpter-horse Ol' cart-horse. 

RUNDI,ET, or RUNLET. A. measure 
of wine. oil, etc., containing eighteen gallons 
and a half. CoweIl. 

RUNNING ACCOUNT. An open un
settled account. as distinguished (rom It 

stated aud liquidated account. "H.utlning 
accounts mean mutual accounts And recip
rocal demands between the parties, which 
accounts and demands rellla~ll open and uo
oettled. .. lInd. 335. 

RUNNING AT LARGE. Tbi. term iB 
applied to wandering or stra.ying animals. 

RUNNING DAYS. Days counted in 
their regUlar snccession on the calendar. in. 
cluding Sundays and holidays. 

RUNNING OF THE STATUTE OF 
LIMITATIONS. A metaphorical expres
sion, by which Is meant that the time men
tioned in the statute of lim itations is consid
ered as passing. 1 Bouv. lust. no. 861. 

RUNNING POLICY. A running pol
icy is ono which contemplates stlccessh'e in
surances. and which provides that the object 
of the policy may be from time to time de-
fined, especially as to the suujects of insur
ance. by additional statements or indorse
ments. Ci vii Code Cal. § 2597. 

RUNNING WITH THE LAND. A 
covenant is said to run with the IRnd when 
either Lhe lialJility Lo perrorm it or th~ r ight 
to take advantage of it passes to the assignee 
of that land. Brown. 

RUNNING WITH THE REVER
dION. A covenant is said to "run with 

RUPTU1'4. Lat. In the civil law. 
Broken. A term applied to a will. Inst. 2, 
17.3. 

RURAL DEANERY. The circuit of 
an ar<! hdeacon'a and rural dean's jurisdic
tions. Every rmal deanery is divided iuto 
parishes. See 1 Staph. Comm. 117. 

RURAL DEANS. In English ecclesias
ticalla w. Very ancient officers of tile church, 
almost gl'own out of use, until about tho 
middle of the presen t: century, about which 
time they were generally revived. whose 
deaneries Bre as nn ecclesiastical division of 
tlle diocese or archdeaconry. Tiley are depu
ties of the bishop. planted all round his dio
cese. to inspect the conduct of the parochial 
clergy, to inqui re into and report dilapida
tiona. allli to examine cand idates for confir
mation, armed in minuter matters with an in
ferior degree of judicial and coercive author
ity. Wharton. 

RURAL SERVITUDE. In the civil 
law. A servitude annexed to a rural estate, 
(p1·aditt.m rusticum.) 

RUSE DE GUERRE. Fr. A trick in 
war; a stratagem. 

RUSTIC!. Lat. In feudal law. Na· 
tives of a conqu<::red country_ 

In old Engiish law. lnfel'ior country 
tenan t :::., churls, or chorls. who held cottages 
and lands by the services of plowi ng, and 
other labon:~ of agriculture, for the lord. 
Cowell. 

RUSTICUM JUDICIUM. In maritime 
law. A rough or rl1deju(l,~mentordecision . 
...i jUdgment in admiralty dIviding the dam
ages caused by a collision between the tWI 
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ships. I Kent, Camm. 231; Story, Bailm. 
§ 608a. 

RUTA. In the civil law. Things ex· 
tracted from laud: as aand, chalk. coal, and 
sucb other matters. 

RUTA ET ClESA. In the civil law. 
Things dug, (as Mnd and lime,) and thing! 
cnt. (as wood. coal. etc. ) Dig. 19. 1.17.6. 
Worda used in conveyancing. 

RYOT. In India. A p .... nt. subject. 
or tenant ot boule or land. Wharton. 

RYOT·TENURE. A system of land. 
tenure, whero Lhe government takes the 
place of land-owners and collects the rent by 
means of tax gatherers. The farming is 
done by poor peasants, (ryots,) who find the 
capital. so far as there is any, and also do the 
work. The system exists in Turkey. Egypt. 
Persia. and other Eastern countries, and in 
a modified form in British India. After 
ala very. it is accounted the worst of all sys~ 
tems, because the government cau fix tbe 
rent at what it pleases, and it is difficult to 
dlstinguisb between rent and taxe •. 


